
Individuals honored for their efforts on behalf of Idaho individuals and families affected by mental illness  

Each year the Idaho State Planning Council on Mental Health honors individuals and organizations who have worked to improve the lives of Idahoans and their families who have been affected by mental illness.  This year’s award ceremony will be held on Wednesday, January 11, 2012, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the State Capitol Building, Room WW55. 

The Council will recognize outstanding individuals who dedicate their time and effort to provide awareness, education, and understanding in the field of mental health.
This year’s award recipients include:

The Legislative Award will be presented to Dr. John Rusche, Representative from Idaho District 7. Dr. Rusche has served in the Idaho Legislature since 2004.  He has been a proponent of improved health care and worked on many issues including restructuring indigent programs and expanding mental health and substance abuse treatment.  Rep. Rusche serves on the Health and Welfare, Revenue and Taxation and Business Committees and on the Health Care Taskforce.  He is a member of the Catastrophic Health Cost Program Board and is a member of the State Hospital North Advisory Board and supports the  local Regional Mental Health Boards.  
The Judiciary Award will be given to Norma Jaeger, who recently retired as the Drug/Mental Health Court Coordinator in the Idaho Supreme Court, a position she had held since 2002. Jaeger provided guidance, support and evaluation for Idaho’s 55 problem-solving courts, including 10 DUI courts, seven juvenile drug courts and 10 mental health courts located throughout the state. She also directed state-funded substance abuse treatment and prevention efforts in ten rural counties in northern Idaho, including oversight of certification of DUI assessment professionals and management of a problem drinking driver project.  Through her efforts, individuals with mental illness have been diverted from the court systems and, instead, placed into treatment programs. 

The Advocacy Awards will recognize two individuals this year: 

Deanna Watson is the Executive Director of the Boise City/Ada County Housing Authority.  In that capacity she is a community leader and has worked diligently to improve access to housing for the homeless and persons with mental illness.  

Dr.  Ann Wimberley is a tireless advocate for persons with mental illness. She helped form a local affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) in Sandpoint/Bonners Ferry: NAMI Far North. As incorporator and founding president, Wimberley guided the tiny affiliate in its first two years to a membership of 34 and pushed for a strategic plan to address police intervention and the provision of appropriate care in a psychiatric crisis. She rallied NAMI Far North to apply for a DHW grant to fund two annual Region One Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Academies to equip local law enforcement to interact more wisely, compassionately and safely when called out on a mental health concern.  Wimberley pressed for CIT state-wide, assisting other regions to implement their own CIT Academies, pressing for Police Officer Standards and Training (POST) certification of the curriculum and working toward establishing Idaho CIT training standards. She was elected to the Board of Directors of NAMI Idaho in 2009 and serves as its CIT Coordinator.
The Media Award is presented to Teton Valley News. Teton Valley News has been a key participant in raising awareness of suicide factors and mental health education and providing access to information for their community. From February to April 2011, Teton Valley News, in particular managing editor Lisa Nyren, provided responsible, well-informed and consistent updates on community responses to suicide. Teton Valley News also published calls for involvement in the Teton Valley Suicide Prevention Task Force, including free ad space for community awareness campaigns.
For more information please contact Linda Hatzenbuehler,  Idaho State Planning Council on Mental Health Legislative Committee Chair, at 208-221-6306.
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Mental Health is a Critical Part of Overall Health











