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State Awards $1 Million to Five Communities to Improve Mental Health Services

Projects Include a Statewide Suicide Prevention Hotline

A pilot project to develop and implement a statewide suicide prevention hotline is one of five mental health/substance abuse services projects to be awarded funding through the state’s Behavioral Health Development Grant Program. 

The Idaho grant program awarded $1 million to projects that expand mental health services in the State, including $375,000 to Idaho State University to develop and implement a suicide prevention hotline over the next two years. Idaho has the seventh highest rate of suicide in the nation. 
“We had 18 proposals with excellent ideas to improve behavioral health services in Idaho communities,” says Kathleen Allyn, administrator for the Division of Behavioral Health. “These proposals show us the need and determination of communities to expand Idaho’s capacity to successfully treat people with mental illness or substance use disorders. We are grateful to the Legislature for funding the grants and hope to continue the program in years to come.”

The other four awardees for this year’s funding include:

· $350,000 to New Bridges Community Church in Lewiston to purchase and remodel an existing shelter home to provide safe and sober transitional housing for up to 33 men; 

· $112,000 to the Clearwater Economic Development Association to develop a business model to ensure success and long-term sustainability for a TeleMental Health system currently being implemented in north-central Idaho;

· $110,000 to Bonneville County to develop a crisis intervention training curriculum for law enforcement officers, and to provide transitional and emergency housing for the Upper Valley counties of Madison, Fremont, Jefferson and Teton. 

· $52,000 to the five Idaho Panhandle counties to provide crisis intervention training to law enforcement officers to deescalate crisis that involve people with mental illnesses and divert people from incarceration to appropriate, community-based medical care. 

This is the third consecutive year the Idaho Legislature has appropriated funding for the Behavioral Health Development Grant Program. The applications for the grants are reviewed and scored by representatives from the Idaho Departments of Health and Welfare, Correction, Juvenile Corrections, and the Idaho Supreme Court.  
###

Behavioral Health Development Grant Award Projects
1. State Suicide Hotline: Idaho State University was awarded $374,519 to cover a two-year project to design, implement and evaluate a universal suicide hotline for the State. It is anticipated that most of the calls would originate from the more populous Idaho counties, however, it will be invaluable to rural counties that have traditionally lacked mental health services and experienced high suicide rates.  Suicide is the second leading cause of death in Idaho for people between the ages of 15 to 44 years, with Idaho ranking 7th nationally for its high suicide rate.

The first year of the project will consist of design, training of staff, and developing sustainability commitments to continue the hotline after grant funds are spent. The hotline will become operational during the second year of the project and will be staffed by paid staff and volunteers. Idaho State University will be able to draw from more than 50 masters and doctoral level counseling students with crisis-response training to help staff the hotline.  Project contact: Ann Kirkwood, 208-373-1767.

2. Freedom Place Transitional Housing: New Bridges Community Church in Lewiston was awarded $350,000 to purchase and remodel Neva’s Shelter Home into a supervised safe and sober transitional housing facility for men with mental health and/or substance use disorders. The 24/7 live-in home is located at 2621 Grelle Avenue in Lewiston, and will be renamed Freedom Place, with a capacity of housing 33 men.  The goal of Freedom House is to empower men to be successful by breaking the negative cycles they may be in, often accentuated by substance use disorders or mental illnesses.  Participants will receive training in goal setting, time management, career and vocational exploration, personal financial management, problem solving and action planning. Project contact: Pastor Brad Bramlet, 208-799-0858.

3. Develop Business Model for Tele-Mental Health: The Clearwater Economic Development Association in Lewiston was awarded $112,450 to develop a sustainability plan for a telecommunications network that offers adults and children psychiatric services through teleconference. The teleconference system is currently being installed and should be operational in the coming months. The grant will be used to develop a comprehensive business model to administer the shared teleconference system, develop marketing and education materials to increase use, and identify sources for provider reimbursement and staffing. Project contact: Christine Frei, Executive Director of Clearwater Economic Development Association, 208-746-0015.

4. Crisis Intervention Training and Transitional Housing: Bonneville County received $110,730 to fund two, closely-related projects: 

· Develop a curriculum for crisis intervention training for law enforcement officers and mental health professionals. This will ensure crisis intervention training is provided on an ongoing basis to law enforcement officials who deal with people in mental health crises, diverting them from possible incarceration to community medical care. 

· For people who are in crises, provide emergency and transitional housing for the four rural northeast counties of Madison, Fremont, Jefferson and Teton. A portion of the grant funding will be combined with a Robert Wood Johnson matching grant of $104,000 to purchase an 8-bed home in Rexburg to provide a safe transition home for people who need services for mental health or substance use disorders. Currently, with no emergency housing available, people spend time in jails or hospitals when they could be safely cared for in a transition home.  Project contact: Bonneville County Commissioner Roger Christensen, 208-529-1350 ext. 1360.

5. Crisis Intervention Training for North Idaho: NAMI Far North is leading a community coalition that was awarded $52,301 to provide crisis intervention training to law enforcement officers in the five northernmost counties of Idaho. The number of mental health facilities in this rural area is limited and cannot meet the needs of people in mental health crisis situations, forcing law enforcement officers to respond to mental disturbance calls. The training will provide officers skills in de-escalating mental illness crises and foster alternatives in directing people to medical care rather than incarceration. Project contact: Ann Ferguson Wimberley, M.D., 208-597-0477.

(Editors: For additional information, please contact IDHW Public Information Officer Tom Shanahan, 208-334-0668).
