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Attendees: Cathie Johnson (R3), Laura Batcheller (R4), Bonnie Jones (R6), Judy Boren (R6?), Lorisa Wellock (R7), Sherry Watson (R2), Sandra Cummings (R7), Jennifer Ross (R1), Yvette Wyatt (R1), Deborah Metts, Lorisa Wellock (R2)
Guests: Lachelle Smith, Mary Jones, Ashley Akina, Susan Spelliscy, Sherry Iverson, Amber Seipert, Shannon Dunstan, Jacquie Daniels, Rebecca Lemmons, Joan Krosch, Jami Harding, Paul Stewart, Anna Smith, Frank Sesek
Staff: Larraine Clayton, Aubrey Erwin

	Topic
	Presenter/Facilitator
	Discussion
	Action

	Developmental Milestones Update
	Susan Spelliscy
	Susan gave a PowerPoint presentation on Developmental Milestones, and handouts were distributed to attendees.  Time was left at the end for questions and feedback:

· All child care providers should be encouraging all of their families to enroll in Developmental Milestones.
· Can copies of the files be printed off for families’ files?

· Parents can get the information back and then share with care providers and educators.

· ASQs can be done in paper form if the educators know how to score them.  
· The MCHAT is available for public use online, but the ITP would prefer using the paper c0pies so that the results come back to them—that way a follow-up interview can be conducted if need be.
· Developmental Milestones will eventually be able to work as a hub, so that each enterprise can create its own scheduled screenings, notify parents, and filter the results.

· How can RECCs help the program with enrollment and outreach?

· Distribute the developmental checklist placemats within your regions.
· Refer any interested folks or parents to 2-1-1, regional program contacts (a list is available on the EIS website), or directly to Susan.
For more information on Developmental Milestones, or to request more copies of the developmental checklist for distribution, contact:

Susan Spelliscy: Spelliss@dhw.idaho.gov
Or visit the ITP Website for more details.


	

	Home Visiting—MCH Grant
	Jacquie Daniel
	Jacquie gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Home Visiting program in Idaho, and the state plan that MCH is currently working on for submission by June 8.  Handouts of the presentation were distributed to attendees.

Visit the Idaho Home Visiting Program website for more information, or contact Jacquie or Laura DeBoer:

Jacquie Daniel

danielj@dhw.idaho.gov
Laura DeBoer

deboerl@dhw.idaho.gov
	

	State Nutrition and Activity Plan

Brain Yoga
	Rebecca Lemmons
Jaime Harding
	Rebecca and Jaime distributed copies of the HEAL (Healthy Eating Active Living) initiative’s Nutrition and Physical Activity Framework 2011-2013, as well as some brain yoga and energizer activities, and information about HEAL’s upcoming meetings and events.   Jaime and Rebecca also led the group in a group energizer activity—these are meant to stimulate brain activity, encourage increased physical activity and model healthy behavior.
HEAL has met several times and consulted with many partners in the creation of the framework.  It focuses primarily on policy systems, environmental change, using best practices and evidence-based programs.  More copies of the framework are available online at the HEAL Idaho website.
HEAL will be holding a conference November 9-10 at Boise State University—more information will be posted on HEAL’s Google Group site in the near future.
In August, Idaho Physical Activity and Nutrition is offering a CHANGE (Community Health Assessment and Group Evaluation) tool training, developed from the CDC’s Healthy Communities program.

For more information about HEAL and how to join, or to offer suggestions for prospective partners, contact:
Jaime Harding
hardingj@dhw.idaho.gov
Rebecca Lemmons

lemmonsr@dhw.idaho.gov 

	

	EC


	Shannon Dunstan
	Shannon gave a PowerPoint presentation and distributed supplemental handouts to all attendees.

Interagency agreement
Shannon has been working to complete trainings in 7 locations on interagency protocols and agreements with preschool teachers and special education directors.  Answers to questions that were gathered across the state will be posted on the Idaho Training Clearinghouse.  Mary Jones and Rich Henderson are in the process of reviewing and signing a new interagency agreement—by the start of the 2012-2013 school year, the new agreement and protocols should be in place.

Idaho State Childhood Technical Assistance Summer Institute
Shannon is partnering with Carolyn Kiefer to offer free 2-day trainings in all 7 regions.  These trainings are geared toward private care providers and educators in preschool, Head Start, and other early childhood programs.  They will focus on assessment, curriculum and instruction, and supportive learning environments.  For more information, contact Shannon (see contact information below).
School-based Medicaid services
The Community Medicaid Children’s Redesign goes into effect in July.  Meetings are currently being held with school districts, SPED directors, parents, teachers, principals, etc. to discuss what school-based Medicaid services can look like come the 2012-2013 school year.  
Shannon distributed a handout detailing the 3 levels of Medicaid services for ages 3-21.  Shannon also distributed a Medicaid decision tree for students that are eligible for special education programs, looking first at what the student’s needs are and what barriers prevent them from access typical school curriculum.  A proposal has been sent to the Office of Medicaid Billing, awaiting approval sometime in June, at which point legislation will be written and sent out for public comment.
Early Learning eGuidelines (ELeG)
They have just completed the third webinar in a series on how to implement the ELeG in a school district preschool setting.  The Department of Education has adopted the ELeG as the state standard for preschools programs, and it has been made part of the child count verification process.

Statewide mentoring program

On June 21-24, 7 early childhood specialists from region 7 will enter a new mentoring program.  They will be paired with new teachers, giving them goals and assessments.  It will be a two-year cohort—teachers who participate will get a consulting teacher endorsement at the end of the process.

Striving Readers Grant
A group of early childhood educators have written this grant, and it has been approved at the first level.  If approved, Idaho will receive $8 million a year for 5 years to literacy and 1.5 of that is designated for children birth to five.  They will learn in early fall whether we will receive the grant.
For more information, contact: 

Shannon Dunstan

sdunstan@sde.idaho.gov 


	

	IDeal College Savings Plan

	Paul Stewart
	Paul showed a PowerPoint presentation on the IDeal 529 College Savings Plan, and handouts were distributed to attendees by Aubrey via email.
For more information:

www.idsaves.org--Request an enrollment kit or enroll online

Call 1-866-433-2533 to speak with IDeal reps

Call Paul Stewart or Jace Perry at (208) 332-3200


	

	IDeal Marketing Plan 
	Ashley Akina
	Ashley handed out a list of organizations that she will be contacting to promote the 529 Savings Plan.  Contact Ashley with any further suggestions:

Ashley Akina

akinaa@dhw.idaho.gov
(208) 334-5783

	

	The Very Hungry Caterpillar Grants and Other Opportunities
	Lachelle Smith
	Lachelle helped write Target grants for Regions 1, 3, 4, 5, and 7 in April (Regions 2 & 6 weren’t eligible, as they don’t have Target stores in their areas).  The applications have been submitted, and they will be notified in August if they receive the money.  The grants are for $2000, which Idaho would be using to purchase copies of The Very Hungry Caterpillar for use in ITP home visiting programs to model early literacy and healthy eating habits, along with a growth chart and supplemental handouts that go along with the book.

Anna asked about the possibility of ordering copies with this year’s RECC funds, and will contact Larraine about ordering from her vendor.

	Action: Anna

	AIM Early Idaho update


	Frank Sesek


	Frank gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Idaho Association for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health (AIM Early Idaho), and copies of the presentation were emailed to all attendees.   Handouts were also distributed at the meeting.

Frank also distributed information about AIM Early Idaho’s  participation in the upcoming Mental Health Conference, taking place June 16-17.  Victor Bernstein will be presenting and providing workshops.  Registration is now open at http://www.aimearlyidaho.org, and tuition is $95.  Lorisa Wellock mentioned that IPUL will be offering scholarships for any parents that wish to attend.
AIM Early Idaho will also be holding an Infant Mental Health summer institute August 3-5 at BSU.  Julie Ribaudo and Dr. Connie Lillas will jointly present.  This institute is fully supported by ARRA funds through the Infant Toddler Program, so no tuition will be charged, but registration is still required.

For more information, or to find out more about the endorsement program offered by AIM Early Idaho, visit www.aimearlyidaho.org, or contact:

Carrie Mori: 440-8044

Frank Sesek: 334-0692 (sesekf@dhw.idaho.gov)


	

	Infant Toddler Program update 
	Mary Jones
	Mary distributed handouts detailing Infant Toddler Program (ITP) updates.

ITP is working on resubmitting its state application for federal funds for the program.

The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) will be visiting in September to perform a compliance review, and a results visit in which they study data in a certain area and develop remediation plans if it is deficient—ITP may focus on child find and child count, since the numbers are down in these areas.
ITP has distributed technology kits to the regions, and Mary asked attendees to report on the success of these in their programs.  Anna mentioned that the webcams have been useful speech language pathologist consultations.  Bonnie said that the flip cameras have been on loan to families in remote areas to send video to consultants.  Lorisa mentioned that her son has been using the equipment for speech therapy, as they live in a remote area.

The first online learning module created by University of Idaho (covering the key principles of early intervention) is now available for staff and contractors, and will soon be available for public access.  Bonnie mentioned that her program will be making this training mandatory for all new employees.  They are offering webinars, which will be recorded and available for public access afterward.

School-based Medicaid services
Mary noted that the Medicaid plan covered in Shannon’s presentation wasn’t compatible with ITP, so they are working on a proposal for birth to age 3.  Service coordination for children ages 3-17 will be moving to an administrative-based management, and will no longer offer the same intense level of service coordination as in the past.  A training will be offered to all ITP staff toward the end of June to introduce them to the transition, but the changes won’t be implemented until July 2012. 

	

	Happiest Baby on the Block training 
	Sherry Iverson
	Sherry distributed a copy of the Happiest Baby on the Block DVD to a representative of each RECC for use in their regions at hospitals, child care providers, or other facilities.  She also distributed several handouts from the Happiest Baby training.

Sherry outlined the basic principles of the Happiest Baby program, created by Dr. Harvey Karp.  His training provides tools and simple techniques (“the 5 S’s”) to help new parents avoid feeling helpless (particularly with a colicky baby).  Twelve hospitals across Idaho now offer Happiest Baby classes to current and expecting parents.

	

	Region reports and updates

	Cathie Johnson
	Handouts of the regional reports were distributed to all attendees, and each region gave a brief update on its activities and budget. 
Region 1: Jennifer Ross, Yvette Wyatt

They offered a training on the social and emotional effects of divorce on young children, which around 30 people attended.  They also ordered copies of The Very Hungry Caterpillar to distribute to families.
Region 2: Lorisa Wellock

They are holding a resource fair in Moscow next month, and are considering offering another next year.  They also plan to host a legislative luncheon next year, with workshops for parents.

In addition, another agency in their region is hosting a presentation by Dr. Temple Grandin and her mother.

Region 3: Cathie Johnson
Much of this region’s budget for the next year is allocated to purchasing, especially Braille books.  They also plan to participate in regional and local fairs.

Region 4: Anna Smith
 They hold a Children’s Fair every February at the Western Idaho Fairgrounds, and this year they had an early literacy booth.  This sparked an interest in the region in early literacy, and they are preparing to have a booth at next year’s fair.  Larraine suggested holding a read-aloud event at the fair as well, because handing out free books to young children does not improve early literacy.  They are also participating in an early literacy parent group at St. Michael’s Baby Steps program, explaining how to read and tell stories to children.

Next year, they will be setting aside money for the early literacy booth and materials, and the Target grant (if it is awarded to them).

Region 5: Deborah Metts

Next year’s budget plan is to support the SRAEYC conference, as well as the Week of the Young Child.

Region 6: Judy Boren, Bonnie Jones

Their plans for Week of the Young Child have encountered some problems, and they are working to establish new plans.  They would also like to purchase some posters about hand washing and nutrition for child care facilities.
Their RECC is currently trying to identify a common goal that is particular to their community.  They would also like to increase their parent membership in the coming year.
Region 7: Sandra Cummings
They are offering a series of workshops on sensory, literacy, and positive discipline, which are available for anyone on the RECC.  Packets and kits have also been prepared to take to rural areas.

They would like to create opportunities for parents to bring in families for activities, ask questions, etc.  They are continuing with their electronic activity calendar, Shot Smarts training, and parent-to-parent meetings at child development centers.   They have also purchased some reference materials for parents on early childhood education and techniques to calm crying babies.
They are also working on a blog to increase awareness about upcoming events.  Sandra will send the link to Larraine when it is completed.

Budgets

Typically, the regions turn in their budgets before this meeting, as they need to be reviewed by the EC3 Finance and Resource Committee.  Any revisions and changes to a budget after it has been submitted must be reviewed and approved before the money can be spent.

	

	Parent involvement in local committees

Transition of information
EC3 letterhead 

Recruitment and chair transition

	Amber Seipert
	Amber offered some suggestions to increase parent involvement in RECCS:

· Reach out to parents who seem interested and want more information.  Those who speak out will usually be more likely and willing to help—ask them if they would be able to join, or if they know anyone who might.
· Try utilizing local programs to get information out.  You can contact your region’s Infant Toddler Program, developmental preschool programs, and daycare centers and ask about sending information to their mailing list.
· Hold parent informational nights to ascertain what they see as regional priorities.  This can also help to pin down a local focus for your RECC.
· Make your RECC parent-friendly.  Having a parent as a co-chair is very valuable, so work with their needs: offer reimbursement for child care, adjust meeting times or locations, etc.
· If you have a parent on your committee who shows promise, look at mentoring them.  Help make them more comfortable with leadership roles, helping on projects, leading sub-committees, etc.

Each RECC has a binder with information about how the RECCs came to be, charters, executive orders, by-laws, and other important resources.  Chairs need to ensure that they have access to these to be sure that they’re operating within guidelines.  Any RECCs without binders should contact Larraine.
EC3 letterhead needs to be used for official RECC correspondence, and all correspondence MUST be sent to Larraine first for approval.  Any public awareness correspondence needs to be viewed by the EC3 Public Awareness Committee as well.  Use of the EC3 logo has guidelines and restrictions too—contact Larraine with any questions.
All RECCs should be working to ensure an adequate amount of diversity on their committee.  Region 2, for instance, lists events on the Chamber of Commerce to incorporate interest from businesses.  RECCs can also recruit through child care centers, the child care resource and referral offices,  and school organizations such as PTAs.
RECC budgets must be done annually, so that the EC3 can ensure that the money is being used, and used appropriately.  Region 4 expressed concern about how to track their region’s spending—all chairs should be receiving reports on their region’s budget before the RECC calls. 

RECC chairs cannot be a current Infant Toddler Program employee, and no EC3 members can serve as a regional RECC chair or RECC member.  Regions should encourage rotation of the chair position among the RECC members. 

	

	Identify the Signs:  Act Early


	Larraine Clayton
	A grant-funded project to identify children who may be on the autistic spectrum is in the implementation stage.  It offers trainings for medical offices to learn the signs and take early action with children they have concerns about.
Larraine distributed a copy of the American Academy of Pediatrics algorithm used in detailing the process for incorporating children into the surveillance track.  The identification process is intended as part of a well child visit.

Larraine urged all attendees to encourage pediatricians and family practice doctors in their area to attend the trainings.  Contact Larraine at claytonl@dhw.idaho.gov for more materials.


	

	Announcements


	
	Judy: copies of a recent Idaho STARS publication were distributed to attendees, detailing the results of a recent data collection.
Sherry: the DOUGY Center will be holding a community-wide conversation about whether to bring a grief center for children, adolescents, and teens to Boise (similar to the DOUGY center in Oregon)

	

	Meeting adjourned at 4:24 PM
	
	Contact Cathie or Larraine to suggest agenda items for future RECC calls or meetings.

Next quarterly call will be in August—watch your email for more information!


	Travel safely!
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