REGIONAL EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCIL
STATEWIDE CHAIR MEETING
Courtyard Marriott, Boise

June 19, 2009
Present: Ellen Neff, Lecia Lopez, Tammy Maxwell, Yvette Wyatt, Beth Ann Fuller, Carol Torrez, Mark Gunning, Patricia Sprague, Kathy Griffin, Cathie Johnson, Laura Sandidge, Joan Krosch, Sherry Iverson, Mary Jones, Janice Guier, Roger Sherman, Jane Zink, Shelli Hansen
Staff: Larraine Clayton, Dawn Larzelier Emily LaRocco
	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action

	Welcome, introductions
	Ellen Neff
	Ice breaker and introductions 

	

	Housekeeping Items
	Ellen Neff
Emily LaRocco
	Ellen has been the RECC representative to the Council for the past three years and her term is drawing to a close.  Committee members were asked to consider people they would like to nominate to fill the position.  The vote will take place during the working lunch.
Reimbursement forms will be sent by e-mail to Committee members. Please sign these forms and send them back to Emily via E-mail asap for submittal.
	Action
Action

	Parent Leadership
	Jane Zink
Shelli Hansen

Roger Sherman
	Strengthening families through early care and education focuses on bringing together the field of early childhood and prevention of child abuse and neglect.
Training was held on strengthening families and developing parent leadership which included hands on activities, an assessment, creation of an action plan, and how to get the training going in our own communities.  The parent leadership model training has 4 goals: define leadership, define advantages and barriers to parent leadership, identify 4 levels of engagement and to design a plan to develop parent leadership in context in their facility.

An example of a training exercise was demonstrated with Committee members.
· The Five Protective Factors handout was distributed

· Strengthening Families Parent Engagement Strategies handout was distributed

· Family Leadership Self-Assessment tool handout was distributed


	Roger Sherman will send Emily dates of webinar and training. Emily will e-mail the information to Committee members.

	EC3 activities
VISTA Update

Complaint Process

State Day Care Licensing

County Assessment


	Larraine Clayton
	The Early Childhood Coordinating Council activities for 2008-2009

· Presentation before the House Education Committee in February

· Tentative invitations to speak before the legislative Education and Department of Health and Welfare Committees

· Revised the state plan for early childhood

· Representation on many statewide groups

· Early Learning Guidelines

· Children of Incarcerated Parents

· Immunization Coalition
· The EC3 has five Standing Committees including: Executive Committee, Membership Committee, Public Awareness Committee, Public Policy and the Finance & Resource committee.  Monthly conference calls take place for each committee.
VISTA update
· The VISTA team is made up currently of three members: Deborah Allen, Erin Rudd and Cara Abdo.  The VISTA members are engaged in intense research on city ordnances throughout the state. They have developed two matrices and model ordnance. 

Complaint Process

· The history of the complaint process was discussed

· The most common complaints include: immediate danger, child abuse and neglect, health safety and supervision, ratio, licensing or provider agreement, and quality or business practice.

· The complaint process now has a single point of entry for statewide repository which is the 2-1-1, Idaho CareLine and will be in pilot status in Region III for the next 90 days.

· 2-1-1 has online forms for online complaints and software that will generate notice of complaint and reminder notices through e-mail.  
· Hope to implement statewide by October, 2009

State Day Care Licensing- Amendments to Idaho Code

· Ratio, group size, added safety standards, fees, criminal history and background checks for family home with 4-6 children. 

Centralized function of state licensing processes all calls through 2-1-1

· Web based application process, and

· Packets can also be sent by mail if internet access is not available.

County Assessment

· An example of the online dynamic form that will hold the County Assessment information was presented.  The County Assessment will be available through the Early Childhood Information Clearinghouse, hopefully, by the end of the month.  www.earlychildhood.dhw.idaho.gov  The ECIC now has a new look and new vanity-- Check it out!


	

	Bright Futures
	Sherry Iverson
	Bright Future pocket guides were purchased by the EC3 for pediatric physicians around the state. The Bright Futures are becoming a standard of care.  More guides have been purchased and will be distributed to health districts around the sate in the near future.
	

	Region Reports

	All
	Region 1—Beth Ann Fuller and Yvette Wyatt
· Distributed calendars to agencies and providers. The calendars were also sent to Legislators along with a letter.  Each month has a story about a child that is written by the parents, an example of the calendar was passed around the Committee members.  Kids Day in the Park is coming up, the RECC will have a booth where parents can change diapers along with information about how to get involved with child find and different activities for children.  Region 1 has co sponsored a couple of trainings in their region.  Had their 12th annual provider appreciation gathering and nominated providers for excellence specifically for providers of children with special needs.  The Day of the Child was held on April 30th and over 200 families attended.  Literacy activities were explored and books were given away to families.
Region 2—Tammy Maxwell

· Tammy Maxwell recently took over as chair and is working on re-vamping to get numbers and attendance up.  Crazy Days Carnival is scheduled for next week for agencies around the valley in Washington and Idaho that provide services to children 0-8.  They are sponsoring a booth that will provide food and information to families.  Working on getting free resources to distribute to parents.  Collaborated with a day care that had a grant which is helping to fund the carnival as well as provide child care to families at Super Saturdays.  Shriner’s Hospital in Spokane is targeted for closure with a vote being held in July.   Encouraged people to write letters and make phone calls to help keep the hospital afloat and try to prevent from closing.
Region 3—Cathie Johnson

· Region 3 continues to distribute prescription/referral pads.  Donated books, CDs and videos to the public libraries for families to check out.  The response from the libraries has been really positive and the items always seem to be checked out.  Currently working to get more items to donate to the library so there is more availability to families.  Membership has increased for Region 3 however Parent involvement is still lacking.  Working to increase parent membership and involvement.
Region 4—Kathy Griffin

· Developed bags that were distributed at the Family Fun Day to help connect families with children aging out of the Infant Toddler Program to resources around the state.  Developmental toys were purchased and distributed around the region as a Christmas Project.  Purchased Koosh toys through the Infant Toddler Program.  Working to increase Parent membership and involvement on their Committee.
Region 5—Patti Sprague and Ellen Neff

· Kid’s Day out was held in April at the Boys and Girl’s Club.  CSI students had stations and booths set up and provided lunch for parents and children.  Held a Parent Support Group that was not successful but is determined to make some adjustments and try again next year.  Had a challenge with service clubs to raise money for immunizations for the public and provided publicity for the event.  Working to re-vamp meeting times and membership and also making a connection with Idaho AEYC to potentially co sponsor activities for families in the future.
Region 6—Mark Gunning

· Held a Candidates Forum with the Legislators during the Step Up for Kid’s day which had a large turn out of parents despite lack of response from some candidates.  Region 6 plans to hold this event again in the future. Continuing to distribute prescription/referral pads.  Region 6 has an active parent group that they financially help out with child care on an ongoing basis.  Had a Parent Social with the Lincoln Early Childhood Center as a way for parents of that center to collaborate and bring the school year to an end.  In April, Region 6 co-sponsored an event with the local AEYC during the Week of the Young Child.  Home Depot donated materials as a project for the kids to work on.  This event was very successful.
Region 7—Lecia Lopez

· Lecia stated that their region is mostly made up of school professionals and people who work/function within the school districts so much of their activities are education based.  Region 7 worked on an early childhood outcome project and also purchased Braille books for children.  They plan to have a reading conference for children and families and a positive behavior support for parents and educators.  Most members are currently on summer break and have been asked to read the book, Ready or Not for discussion when they reconvene. 

	

	Distribution of materials and local control

	Sherry Iverson Ellen Neff
	A doctor contacted Sherry regarding materials that were sent to him by one of the regions.  He wanted to know if the information was approved by the EC3 and if the information was valid and a good source of credible information.  The question was posed about what to do to make sure resources are credible and how to go about approval so it doesn’t become a liability.
· It was suggested to develop a review team (an ad hoc committee) to establish criteria and a list of approved materials for distribution. Materials will be developed and reviewed annually or more often if requested by a Region Chair.  
· Ad Hoc Committee volunteers: Cathie Johnson, Kathy Griffin, Sherry Iverson, 2 people from Public Awareness Committee TBD and a staff member

· It was also suggested to develop a list of directions and examples of how to use the EC3 logo in the Regions.

The following question was posed for discussion: How is the EC3 involved with approving speakers and non-controversial speakers and presentations with the RECC and EC3 name-- Do we need approval before moving ahead?

It was decided that so far all RECC events have used good judgment for speakers and topics and understand that their job is to provide leadership and education and to not promote individuals, products or sway Legislators one way of the other.  If questions arise about what is appropriate or not, please contact Emily or Larraine who will then direct the question to the EC3 Executive Committee for approval.
	Sherry will bring form to tweak to fit what we need
Emily will develop directions and e-mail to RECC chairs along with the EC3 logo



	EC3 Public Awareness Activities

	Sherry Iverson
	The EC3 now has a Twitter and Facebook Page.  These pages will be used for networking and also as an avenue to bring awareness about the Early Childhood Coordinating Council.  RECC chairs were encouraged to become a “fan” of the EC3 through these networking sites.  If you have any questions about how to get started or join an account, contact Emily.
	

	The Vote

	Ellen Neff
	Mark Gunning moved to nominate Cathie Johnson as next RECC chair representative to the Council. Carol Torrez seconded the motion. Passed. 

Her term will last 3 years and involve multiple levels of commitment.


	Cathie Johnson was elected new RECC chair representative to the Council.

	Immunizations

	Rebecca Coyle
	Gave the background and issues of the Idaho Immunization Program.

· As of July 1, 2009, the Idaho Immunization Program will not receive state funding and are relying solely on VFC and grant funds.  A considerable amount of funding is gone by this change.  All vaccines provided by the state will be for VFC eligible children only.  As of now the short term plan will be to provide vaccines for VFC eligible children and in August include Blue Cross insured children as well.  They are currently working on a long term solution.

· Immunizations rates are extremely low and Idaho has the lowest immunization rates for the 4:3:1:3:3:1 series in the country.  4 factors that help predict whether or not a child will complete their DTaP immunizations on time are: 1. First does received on time 2. Third dose received on time 3. Having more than one provider 4. Being a younger mother. 

· The Idaho Immunization Program is stepping up media campaigns including billboards, radio and magazine articles

· RECC members encouraged to join the Idaho Immunization Coalition and to help promote the importance of the immunization schedule. For more information please visit www.immunizeidaho.com

	

	Idaho STARS CCR&R update
	Janice Guier
	· Explained how the process of a child care resource and referral is made.  First an initial inquiry is made and the worker has a conversation with the caller and help match them to a child care facility tailored to what they are looking for in a child care facility. 

· Developing an enhanced service for Spanish speaking only parents and children with special needs.

· A Satisfaction Survey is provided for families that have been through the referral process; however the return rate for these surveys is very low.  The two issues at the top of the list that parents are dissatisfied are: 1. the quality of the child care program they are “recommended” to 2. the cost. 
· A Child Care Quality Checklist is provided to parents who are seeking a child care facility (handout) and they also suggest that parents visit at least 3 programs or until they are satisfied.

· Statistics of the costs of child care programs throughout the state were discussed.  Lower income families pay a larger portion of their income.
	

	Katie Beckett Program
	Robin Pewtress
	· The Parental Cost-Sharing requirement will encourage families whose children have been determined eligible for Home Care for Certain Disabled Children to take financial responsibility for a portion of the program cost while allowing Medicaid to focus limited resources on those families with the greatest financial need.  

· The proposed rules place a parental cost-sharing requirement as a monthly fee that a parent(s) or financially responsible adult will pay towards the cost of their child’s medical expenses.  The parental cost share will be based on a sliding fee scale and calculated based on income and household size. Premium payments are capped at 3% of monthly family incomes above 185% to 300% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. Premium payments are capped at 4.5% of monthly family incomes above 300% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.  
· Rules to be published July 1, 2009.  Public comments and hearings are noted below 

· Written comments can be sent into administrative procedures if a public hearing cannot be attended. Send comments to:

      Tamara Prisock

      Administrative Rules       
       450 W. State Street, 10th Floor

       Boise, ID  83702

       Reference docket No: 16-0318-0901

   Locations for Public Hearings:

   Idaho Falls- 
             Wednesday, July 8, 2009, 6:00 p.m. MDT




State Office Building




150 Shoup Ave.- 2nd Floor Large Conf. Room

   Coeur d’Alene-
Thursday, July 9, 2009, 7:00 p.m. PDT




Health & Welfare Region I Office




1120 Ironwood Court




Suite 102, Large Conference Room

   Caldwell-

Thursday, July 16, 2009, 5:00 p.m. MDT




Health & Welfare Region III Office




3402 Franklin Rd.- Sawtooth Room


	

	Infant Toddler Fee Rules
	Mary Jones
	· The Infant Toddler Program has been asked by the Legislature to proceed with implementing fees to families and to put rules into place that will have sliding fees for early intervention services.
· Services NOT subject to fees include: child find/referral, evaluation/assessment, service coordination, Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) development and review, and Procedural Safeguards (family rights.)

· Rationale for Fees:

· Share program costs among public and private sectors and families

· Increase understanding of cost and valued of early intervention services

· Promote system and family accountability

· Increase receipts to support Program sustainability.

· ITP is asking for input and comment and then the rules will be written based on that information and the response for the survey.  Each RECC chair received a short survey asking for their comment and to add input to the rules.  The rules will be published September 2nd followed by a 30 day comment period.  Asking for a July 2010 for implementation. 

· ITP is including the parent recruitment brochure in all parent surveys.

· ITP plans to submit their progress reports earlier in 2010.
	

	Goals for upcoming year
	Ellen
	· Elected representative

· Made plan for published materials and the formation of an ad hoc committee

· Increase parent membership--- flyer was developed, flyer to be included in the family survey, recruitment while doing action groups

· 
· Legislative education

· RECC would like to receive the most current information on immunizations

· Child Care, Katie Beckett and Infant Toddler rule changes—would like to receive and comment on

· Process for increased funding for regional committees—evaluate this possibility and offer recommendations
	Complete

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action

	Next Meeting

Next Conference Call
	
	TBD

Please vote!
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