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By 2020, a dozen states or
more will increase by at least
100 percent the number of
children from low-income
families reading proficiently
at the end of third grade.



2015
Milestones

By 2015, Grade-Level Reading has become:

CATALYST
for civic action
& student progress
in at least two
dozen school
districts

PRIORITY
for parents,
educators, sector
leaders &
policymakers

GRADE-LEVEL

READING
PERFORMANCE
MEASURE
TARGET for schools
for increased & school
investment & districts

citizen service



QUALITY TEACHING
for every child in every
setting every day

Parents enabled and expected
to succeed as partners

Successful transitions from
the early years to early grades

Aligning STEM/literacy
Integrated classroom supports

Inclusion for sub-populations

Big Tent
Recruit champions & unlikely
allies to raise public awareness
& rally public support

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

THE CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING

CIVIC ACTION
to find community
solutions

Readiness:
On-track development
Close the 30 million word gap

Attendance:
Children present & engaged
End chronic absence

Summer Learning:
Children learn through the summer
Stop the summer slide

CHANGE STRATEGIES

More Effective Philanthropy
Build platform for philanthropic
grantmaking, leadership &
collaboration to invest in what works

SEAMLESS SYSTEM
of hirth to third care,
services & family supports

Igniting the advocacy networks,
including KIDS COUNT

Third grade reading as an
explicit priority of federal, state
& local policy

Investing across the early years
& early grades

Integrating family, health,
child development &
education systems

Accelerating Change
Invest to recognize, replicate & scale
promising programs & places to establish
models, proof points & inspiration
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Ratio of Age-Appropriate Books Per Child in
Middle- and Low-Income Neighborhoods
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MIDDLE-INCOME RATIO:
13 BOOKS PER CHILD
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LOW-INCOME RATIO: 1 BOOK PER 300 CHILDREN

Neuman, Susan B. and David K. Dickinson, ed. Handbook of Early Literacy Research, Volume
2. New York, NY: 2006, p. 31. www.serve.gov/toolkits/book-drive/index.asp



http://www.serve.gov/toolkits/book-drive/index.asp

Chronic Kindergarten
Absence Lowers

5th Grade Reading
Success for Low-
Income Students

Source: ECLS-K data analyzed by National Center
for Children in Poverty (NCCP).

AVERAGE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
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YEARS

Low-Income Students Fall 2.5 to 3 Years Behind by Fifth Grade
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March 2012: 124 communities, representing 34 states, DC, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands,
filed Community Solution Action Plans (CSAPs) and joined the Grade-Level Reading Network
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Grade-level reading support and legislation in 21 states and the District of Columbia

[] Support from governor
[] Legislation introduced

[] Legislation introduced and
support from governor
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