
Information to Assist the User 
 

Chapter through Subparagraph: 
 
Food Code provisions address essentially four areas:  personnel (Chapter 2), food (Chapter 3), 
equipment/facilities/supplies (Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7), and compliance and enforcement (Chapter 8).  
The structural nomenclature of the document is as follows: 
 

Chapter                       9 
Part                             9-1 
Subpart                       9-101 
Section (§)                  9-101.11 
Paragraph (¶)            9-101.11(A) 
Subparagraph             9-101.11(A)(1)    

 
Information in Italics: 
 
Portions of some sections are written in italics.  These provisions are not requirements, but are 
provided to convey relevant information about specific exceptions and alternative means for 
compliance. 
 
Critical, Noncritical and Swing Categories: 
 
Requirements contained in the Food Code are presented as being in one of three categories of 
importance:  critical; “swing” (i.e., those that may or may not be critical depending on the 
circumstances); and noncritical.  An asterisk* after a tagline (which is the language immediately 
following a section number that introduces the subject of the section) indicates that all of the 
provisions within that section are critical unless otherwise indicated, as follows: 
 

Any provisions that are “swing” items are followed by the bold, superscripted letter S and 
any provisions that are noncritical are followed by the bold, superscripted letter N . 
 

Any unmarked provisions within a section that has an asterisked tagline are critical.  All 
provisions following a tagline that is not marked with an asterisk are noncritical. 
 
Defined Words in Caps: 
 
Defined words and terms are capitalized in the text of the Food Code chapters to alert the reader 
to the fact that there is a specific meaning assigned to those words and terms and that the 
meaning of a provision is to be interpreted in the defined context.  A concerted effort was also 
made to capitalize all forms and combinations of those defined words and terms that were 
intended to carry the weight of the definition. 
 
Idaho Changes to the Food Code: 
 
Additions, modifications and deletions added by the State of Idaho are preceded by the letters 
IDAPA and the section numbers from the Idaho administrative rules. 


