Talking Points for new AHA/ASA science advisory on rt-PA for stroke treatment:

Time window for clot-busting drug may be expanded for some stroke patients
· Urgent treatment is absolutely necessary to limit brain damage, disability and chance of death after a stroke.  

· The advisory updates the current guidelines to recommend treatment in selected patients in the three to four and a half hour window, but urges confirmation of the trial’s results with further analyses.
· The advisory reinforces the need to immediately seek and initiate care for a stroke (the advisory urges clinicians and patients not to wait for treatment even though the window is expanded for treatment).

· The clot-buster rt-PA is currently approved for use within three hours of symptom onset, for strokes caused by a blood clot.

· Recent research demonstrates that some patients could still be eligible for the treatment for an additional hour-and-a-half
· Not all patients who would be eligible for rt-PA treatment within the 3-hour timeframe could still receive the drug after 3 hours from the start of symptoms.  Those ineligible for treatment in the expanded timeframe include those
· Older than 80 years
· Having a severe stroke (NIHSS greater than 25)
· With a history of stroke and diabetes
· Taking oral anticoagulants
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