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TODAY’S OUTLINE

‣Why Rankings?

‣Exploring the County Health Rankings

‣Moving to Action

‣Discussion
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RANKINGS ARE EVERYWHERE
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‣Simplify complex data

‣Media coverage 

‣Add context

‣Call to action

‣Starting point

WHY RANK?
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LOGIC BEHIND THE RANKINGS
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TWO VIEWPOINTS

Today’s 
Health

Health 
Outcomes

Tomorrow’s 
Health 

Health 
Factors
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‣ Reflect important aspects of population health that can 
be improved

‣ Valid, reliable, recognized and used by others

‣ Available at the county‐level 

‣ Available for free or low cost

‣ As up‐to‐date as possible

‣ Fewer measures better than more

HOW ARE MEASURES SELECTED?
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FOCUS AREA MEASURE DATA SOURCE
MORTALITY (50%) Premature Death  (50%)

(Years of Potential Life Lost)
National Center for Health Statistics

MORBIDITY (50%) Low Birthweight (20%)

Poor or Fair Health (10%)

Poor Physical Health Days (10%)

Poor Mental Health Days (10%)

National Center for Health Statistics

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

HEALTH OUTCOMES
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FOCUS AREA MEASURE DATA SOURCE

TOBACCO USE 
(10%)

Adult Smoking (10%) Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

DIET AND 
EXERCISE (10%)

Obesity (7.5%)

Physical Inactivity (2.5%)

National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion

ALCOHOL USE 
(5%)

Excessive Drinking (2.5%)

Motor Vehicle Crash Death Rate 
(2.5%)

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

National Center for Health Statistics

SEXUAL 
ACTIVITY (5%)

Teen Birth Rate (2.5%)

Sexually Transmitted Infections 
(Chlamydia Rate) (2.5%)

National Center for Health Statistics

National Center for Hepatitis, HIV, STD, and TB 
Prevention 

HEALTH BEHAVIORS
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FOCUS AREA MEASURE DATA SOURCE
ACCESS TO CARE 
(10%)

Uninsured (5%)

Primary Care Physicians (3%)

Dentists (2%)

Small Area Health Insurance Estimates

Health Resources & Services 
Administration

Health Resources & Services 
Administration

QUALITY OF CARE 
(10%)

Preventable Hospital Stays (5%)

Diabetic Screening (2.5%)

Mammography Screening (2.5%)

Dartmouth Institute: Dartmouth Atlas 
Project, Medicare Claims Data

CLINICAL CARE
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FOCUS AREA MEASURE DATA SOURCE
EDUCATION 
(10%)

High School Graduation (5%)

Some College (5%)

States provided H.S.  graduation data

American Community Survey

EMPLOYMENT 
(10%)

Unemployment (10%) US Bureau of Labor Statistics

INCOME (10%) Children in Poverty (10%) Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates

FAMILY AND 
SOCIAL 
SUPPORT (5%)

Inadequate Social Support (2.5%)

Single‐Parent Households (2.5%)

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

American Community Survey 

COMMUNITY 
SAFETY (5%) Violent Crime (5%)

Uniform Crime Reporting, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS
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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Focus Area Measure Data Source
ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY (4%)

Daily Fine Particulate Matter (2%)

Drinking Water Safety (2%)

CDC WONDER Environmental data, NASA 
Applied Sciences Program/Public Health 
Program

Safe Drinking Water Information System

BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT 
(6%)

Limited Access to Healthy Foods (2%)

Fast Food Restaurants (2%)

Access to Recreational Facilities (2%)

Food Environment Atlas

County Business Patterns

County Business Patterns
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LOGIC BEHIND THE RANKINGS
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LOGIC BEHIND THE RANKINGS
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‣ It takes everyone

‣Moving to the left side of the 
wheel

‣Data‐driven and evidence‐
informed action

‣Focus across the health 
factors—including social and 
economic factors

‣Policy, systems and 
environmental change

FOUNDATION OF ROADMAPS
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CHOOSE EFFECTIVE POLICIES & PROGRAMS

‣ Choosing effective policies and programs that work 
in real life will maximize your chances of success.

28
www.countyhealthrankings.org/what-works-for-health
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‣A model of health and action to 
guide your process

‣ Tools and guidance that can be 
used by both public health, 
hospitals and other partners to 
work together

‣ Community of learning 

‣ Stories and examples of how 
other communities have 
advanced their journey towards 
health

HOW CAN THIS BE HELPFUL TO MY 
COMMUNITY?
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Karen Odegaard
karen.odegaard@match.wisc.edu
Phone: 608.265.6486

Jan O’Neill
jan.oneill@match.wisc.edu
Phone: 608.265.6694

CONTACT INFORMATION

Kate Konkle

kate.konkle@match.wisc.edu
Phone:  608.265.5395
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HERNANDO, DE SOTO COUNTY, MS
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MOVING TO ACTION: HERNANDO, MS

“My job is to create an atmosphere 
and an opportunity for good health.” 

—Mayor Chip Johnson
Hernando, MS

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/roadmaps/stories/fostering-culture-health-and-wellness-hernando-miss
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WYANDOTTE COUNTY, KS
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MOVING TO ACTION: WYANDOTTE, KS

“The County Health Rankingswere a call to 
me to say, ‘You’re not going to be the best 
community you can be if you don’t focus on 

the health of your community.’”

—Mayor Joe Reardon
Wyandotte County, KS

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/roadmaps/stories/how-low-ranking-health-mobil ized-wyandotte-county-kansas
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STAYING CONNECTED

e‐Newsletter: chr@match.wisc.edu
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DISCUSSION

Julie Willems Van Dijk RN PhD

Deputy Director, County Health Roadmaps

University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute

608‐263‐6731

willemsvandi@wisc.edu


