Region 6 Behavioral Health Board meeting notes
05.20.2014
Board Members in Attendance:  Charlie Aasand, Linda Hatzenbuehler, Barry Jones, Howard Manwaring, Lennart Nivegard, Michele Osmond, Jim Peterson, and Tracey Sessions
Others in attendance:  Patti Allen, Cameron Ball, Chris Brayton, Linda Cantrell, Kenna Dressen, John Hathaway, Fran Lands, JoAnn Martinez, Betty Moore, Jody Owens, Dave Peters, Brenda Price, Brenda Valle.  Rosie Andueza, Donna Honena, Doug Hulett, and Lela Patteson by phone.  
Chair Lennart Nivegard opened the meeting and introductions were made.   
Barry Jones moved to approve the minutes from the April 15, 2014 meeting. Patti Allen seconded the motion, and the notes were approved by a vote.
Pam Sanford has resigned her position as co-Chair because she is moving out of state.  Howard Manwaring nominated Patti Allen to be the new Co-Chair.  John Hathaway seconded the nomination.  The vote was approved unanimously by the group.  
Announcements:  Jody Owens is the new Executive Director for Road to Recovery.  She took the place of Liz Lovell, who recently retired.  
The group brainstormed ideas for recruiting for Behavioral Health Board positions.  A number of groups were identified, such as Recovery Coaches, Peer Specialists, the Veterans Administration, AA, probation departments, treatment providers, etc.  Some members of the group took assignments to contact specific groups to share the board application.  
Rosie Andueza, DHW Behavioral Health, reported on the background check waiver process.  They will start to take requests for a waiver on June 9th, and there will be a 30-day turnaround for a determination.  There is still a list of offenses for which people will never receive a waiver.  The list of 5-year and permanent offenses is identified in IDAPA.  The offenses that are on the 5-year list are the ones that people can ask for a waiver if there are extenuating circumstances.  
Linda Hatzenbuehler reported that the State Planning Council on Behavioral Health is undergoing board reorganization.  She provided a sheet with open board positions.  They have moved from having regional representatives to having representatives in certain categories.  
Bill Slaven reported that he has problems getting sign language interpreters for a client.  Optum will pay for an interpreter, but common practice for sign language interpreters is to have two people so that they can rest during long presentations.  Optum is only required contractually to pay for one interpreter.  Chris Brayton, Medicaid, said that they have sent this issue to the legal department for an opinion on the appropriate way to address this issue.  

Tracey Sessions discussed the most recent DHW budget report.  State Hospital South is slightly overspent for the year, but she would prefer that to being underspent and not serving the population to the very best of our ability.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Barry Jones moved to close the meeting.  Patti Allen seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 1 PM.  



Meeting closed 1PM


