R6 Mental Health Board Meeting minutes
January 15, 2013
Board Members In Attendance: Liz Lovell, Zina Magee, Amy Cunningham, JoAnn Martinez, Barry Jones, Tracey Sessions, Ritchie Weers,  
Visitors: Dave Peters, Debbie Lewis, Mark Gunning, Brenda Price, Patti Allen, Mike Beers, Amber Davis, Doug Hulett, Joyce Jones-Hensen, Steed Martin, Lennart Nivegard, Fran Lands 
Liz Lovell opened the meeting and introductions were made.  
Zina Magee brought up that we should be making nominations for the Cammack Award, which is given to someone for their contributions and work in mental health.  People who would like to make   nominations should email the name and a brief recommendation to Brenda.  In February the group can vote on the award.  The award is in memory of Wilbert Cammack, a life-long advocate of people with mental illness and is given to someone who has made outstanding advocacy contributions on behalf of people with long-term mental illness.  
The minutes were read and approved from the November 2012 meeting.  
Liz thanked Charlie Aasand, Betty Moore, and Amber Davis for their excellent presentations to the legislators at the Legislative Event in December.  She thought it went very well and the legislators were receptive to the message.
Ritchie Weers
· Ritchie provided a year-end report.  This report will change going forward because in order to be consistent, the regions will start referring to one central source for the data.  This will ensure that all the data is comparable across the state.  The public dashboard will be a couple of months behind, so from now on the data presented in board meetings will be too.
· The Public Dashboard is available by going to mentalhealth.idaho.gov then clicking on Medical, then the Mental Health link, then on the right side you will find Public Dashboard.
· The 19-2524 process will change.  They will start using the GAIN Core.  Tracey Sessions mentioned that the GAIN was actually developed to assess for mental health diagnosis, not just substance abuse.  The State of Idaho uses it heavily as a substance abuse assessment.  
· A New Way counseling expressed that it is expensive to do separate assessments for SUDS and Mental Health and it is stressful for the client to do multiple assessments.  
The group began discussion of the proposed legislation to combine the Mental Health Board with the Regional Advisory Committee on Substance Abuse into a Community Behavioral Health Board.  
Comments made about the legislation:
How does the Governor choose board members for the new board?
This legislation still leaves out the three items that we have discussed with our local legislators as continuing needs in the communities:  housing, transitional services, access to services in rural Idaho.
This legislation does not make it clear what DHW will do as far as SUDS treatment.  
This legislation does not make it clear where someone with only a SUD diagnosis will get treatment.
Comment from Amy Cunningham:
For the past several years our board has identified voluntary treatment services as a very large gap in the mental health system.  I also believe that the State Mental Health Council and the WICHIE report also identified this area as a great need.  I believe that this legislation does nothing to address this identified need, in fact, I believe that it sets the stage for closing services in this area.  The focus of the new legislation is on the new regional boards and their role.  However, in proposed section 39-3128 the Department’s treatment priorities and thus budget allocations will be codified.  Further, subsection 5, the section addressing voluntary treatment services to be provided by the Department, contains the following disclaimer:  “as resources allow”.  In my opinion, that phrase gives the Department and the legislature a mechanism to not have to provide or fund voluntary treatment services.  Also, by codifying the priorities and adding the disclaimer, it appears that the Department’s priority is to protect itself, not aid in the treatment of Idaho citizen’s with mental health needs.  I do not see how this addresses the needs our board has identified, the needs that the State Mental Health Council has identified and the needs identified in the WICHIE report.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting was adjourned.  Next meeting is February 19th.  

