ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP
(1)
The State Planning Council on Mental Health (hereinafter referred to as Council) shall be appointed by the Governor and composed of not less than fifty percent (50%) family members and consumers with mental illness. Membership shall reflect to the extent possible the demographic characteristics of Idaho citizens.

(2)
The Council shall strive to include representation from the following:

(a)
Individuals with a serious mental illness who are receiving (or have received) mental health services, and;


(b)
The families of such individuals (adult, children or youth)

(c)
Principle state agencies with respect to mental health, education, vocational rehabilitation, criminal justice,

Title XIX of the Social Security Act, and other entitlement programs;

(d)
Public and private entities concerned with the need, planning, operation, funding, and use of mental health services, and related support services; and

(e)
The Regional Mental Health Board in each Department of Health and Welfare region and the institutional Mental Health Advisory Boards.


(f)
The planning Council may include members of the legislature and the state judiciary.

(3)
Council members shall serve for a term of two (2) years or at the pleasure of the Governor, provided, however, that terms shall be staggered so that one-half of the appointments are made one year and one-half are made on alternate years. Terms shall commence on January 1 of the year appointed. Recommendations for membership on the Council shall be made by the Executive Committee to the Governor. The Governor shall appoint individuals to fill midterm vacancies and/or newly established positions.

(4)
Membership Committee:  There shall be a Membership Committee which shall be a STANDING COMMITTEE. The Chairman of the Council shall appoint a Membership Chairman and at least two other members. The Committee’s duty shall be to make certain that the Council membership is in compliance with the Council Bylaws.

(5)
Nominations:  Agencies, Regional Boards, and other organizations shall be notified by the Membership Chairman or the Mental Health Administrative Assistant when a nomination is needed. Nominations from the appropriate entities shall be sent to the Membership Chairman for consideration.

Midterm vacancies and/or newly established positions shall follow the same procedure as for other nominations. Persons filling a vacancy shall begin as new members and will not automatically fill in as an elected officer, chairman, or member of a specific committee.

Expiration dates of positions shall be the same as for the position being filled in order to comply with the law.

The Membership Committee shall determine whether nominations comply with the Council Bylaws. The nominations shall then be sent to the Executive Committee for approval before being sent to the Governor for appointment to the Council.

(6)
Members who are unable to attend a meeting shall notify the Membership Chairman or Chair of the Council, or Mental Health Administrative Assistant with a valid excuse before the meeting.

Membership Chairman shall be notified of all absences.

Two unexcused absences may terminate their membership.

Termination of a membership will be treated as a vacancy.

