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I. Welcome-Rich Belknap-RAC Co chair

A. Roundtable introductions

B. Minutes from the last meeting were approved with the exception of a change on the Rex Thornley report, 5th paragraph, page 3. Spell check changed wording FDI to FBI-changed back to FDI in permanent minutes. Thanks Rex for catching that. Unanimous approval of the minutes.
C. Report on RAC Chair meeting July 15th in Boise
Rich reported the following highlights from the meeting:

· There was excellent representation from the Regions

· Good review of themes and challenges

· Strong commitment of Region 7 & Brenda’s involvement in prescription drug addiction prevention. Region VII has embraced the 19-2524 very well in comparison to the other Regions in the state. Another strong point for Region VII was good community support on the therapy, case management and community sides. Support from education, housing, job market, etc
· Where are we going on the 520-I?  Is it being used, how is it being used and do we need to use it more? This will be a good topic for our group to discuss.
· Overall positive feedback for Region VII.

· Report on structural & organizational change among the co-chairs. A note was made as to the high turn over of the chairs at each of the RAC.  Rich was also able to report an election was held to appoint a new State RAC chair. Bev Ashton has been re-elected. She accepted the appointment if some changes could be made. The most important change is the monthly conference call for the RAC chairs. It will be only for the RAC chairs and co-chairs. Then quarterly RD and CRD’s will be invited in on the call. This will give the chairs and co-chairs an opportunity to dialogue separately from the larger group.  Rich asked if the group could support this?   Nancy Lopez so moved the group support the restructuring and Jack Gaskill 2nd’d the motion. None opposed, motion carried. 

II. Michele Osmond-Regional Director

Michele spoke briefly regarding the new directives given the Regional Directors. We will be working to bring the Region COD capable with outcomes in recovery (specifically housing).  The report given in Boise on Region VII was great. Keep up the good work.  Michele distributed business cards and assured the community and members they were welcome to come by her office anytime. 
III. Annette Ludington-Benchmark


Annette gave an overview of Benchmark duties. They take care of all of the substance abuse programs for the state.  Benchmark is housed in Moscow. Annette referred to the pink attachment in the packet titled the Final 2009 Region 7 SA Prevention Plan Survey. Annette reviewed the information in the document. She advised they have come up with a needs assessment for Fiscal year 2009. By looking at the needs assessment and combining that with knowledge about the Region, they can create target populations, risk factors, protective factors, prevention strategies and prevention services.  The information is also covered with the Regional Director & CRDS for further direction and priority.  This information is in turn given to the applicants to review and create the necessary programs for the target groups. The 3rd page is the actual funding for Region VII in 2009.  Impressive coverage for the Region included many normally underserved areas as well as the larger more heavily populated areas.  Benchmark is reaching out into the rural and frontier communities with some great programs. A new vendor has been added this year, Teton River Health and Wellness which will serve St. Anthony, Ashton and Driggs areas.
IV. Nancy Lopez-EUDL Coordinator
Nancy briefly reviewed the EUDL history, laws and updates included in the packet today.  
She reported on The Northwest Alcohol conference in Boise last month. There was some great attendance totaling about 220 people statewide.  The conference will be a yearly event. It seemed to be a high quality event and one to consider attendance to in the future. 

The EUDL Project was asked to attend the ICSA meeting.  She will be attending these. If there is anything she could take TO the meetings or REPORT back, she would be willing. Please let her know. 

A portion of funding from EUDL goes out to the ISP Alcohol Beverage Control. They have 22 officers to cover over 4000 retail establishments where alcohol is sold. That is 1 officer to every 250 outlets.  A very big job for not a lot of people!
An RFP for agencies will appear in September on the Dept of Corrections website. It is intended for community coalitions and local law enforcement agencies to get money into local projects. The local Bonneville Youth Development Council received an award from this RFP in the last round to do a media campaign about underage drinking. Nancy will post an alert to those types of funding opportunities as they come up. 
JJ Council had local meetings with DJC Director Larry Callicutt,.  The group studied meaningful and measurable objectives in the juvenile justice realm that their department could work on regarding treatment of juveniles in the system. 

The JJ Commission, a state organization, has regional district councils. The local group meets monthly. They are charged with creating a 3 year action plan. Recently 40 people got together at the table and came up with some primary focus areas with the help of a facilitator.  Listed on the hand out is the MMO focus areas, then the District Action Plan with more focus areas.  All of the issues concern risk factors for substance abuse.  Each issue should to be taken into account.  

The JJ Council is given $10,000 per year for training and they take applications for distribution of this meeting. Traditionally they send people to training with a vital connection to some of their purpose areas. Please contact Nancy for more information. 
V. Rex Thornley-Wood Project

Exciting times are ahead with the Wood Project. August 26th will be the ground breaking for the new project! Rex reported there are currently 31 participants in the program. There is a schedule to start working with EITC for GED projects in August pending the hiring of a teacher for the program.  Transitional Housing has added Adult Shelter Ministries. Robert Gulden is the contact for this housing opportunity.  They have decided to accept the given rate but they were also going to charge the client on ability to pay for extra services that the Project is not able to pay for.     Arlene Witbeck is entering things into WITS, please call her if you have questions. They have permission to carry over the funding. They need a plan to spend the funds now that they know they have the carry over. Rex will be leaving in January for a year for military service in Iraq. Work has started on an agreement/contract for an interim contractor for the project while Rex is away. They are having court twice per month. Judge Shindurling has been willing to come in on off weeks on Thursday mornings for about 15 minutes to take care of problems.  They are also working with District VII probation to get an agreement with all of the counties and courts so they can supervise misdemeanor clients in the Wood Project and certain other problem solving courts based on the need for supervision. 
VI. Brenda Price-CRDS

Updates
Brenda introduced the white page in the hand outs with Community Coalitions listed. These are some good people that we can often partner with in various communities. Please use the list whenever there is a need. 

SPAN Statewide Conference in Caldwell is a great opportunity to learn more about suicide prevention. The dates are September 11th and 12th. 

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren at Community Park. Please feel free to get the information out. 

Brenda reviewed articles included in the packet. 

Review of the prescription drug flyer. Brenda has a supply of the flyers if you would like some. A list of the drug stores that are willing to hand out the flyers are included.  They will hand out a flyer with each prescription filled in August. 

Report on the Interagency Committee Meeting

Referring to the purple draft report titled ICSA SA Prevention and Treatment.  This is a list of the pharmacological medications that ICSA is asking the State of Idaho to support in order to help those patients find productive living without drugs and alcohol.  Brenda reviewed some of the key drugs. If you have questions please call her to talk more about information you may have about the drugs on the list or have questions about them. 
For fiscal year 2010 possible changes are coming that concern increasing the rate for adolescent residential care and considering a premium for rural vs urban providers because of the difficulty in keeping rural providers in business. They are also looking at increasing the transportation funding. 

GAIN- they are working on the beta version of web based gain. They expect by the end of fall it will be ready to use. 
DHW is currently paying for 4 weeks of nicotine patches, lozenges or gum for free by calling 1-800-QUITNOW.  It is not known if juveniles are able to be on this program or not. Karen Carlson will check into it and see if it is possible. They will give a 4 week supply to callers. 
The green sheet in the packet concerning the Priority Populations are a list of ANTICIPATED populations.  Good information Brenda wanted to get out: You don’t have to be a Medicaid provider to have a client who is on Medicaid. The client will call BPA for their screening asking if they have Medicaid. They will be asked to provide their Medicaid number. BPA will code. The treatment provider makes a copy of the Medicaid card but they themselves don’t have to have a contract with Medicaid. There is no co-pay with Medicaid. If you have questions regarding this, please contact Brenda. 
County Utilization Report

Bingham County numbers are not on here yet. The initial report received was not correct. Brenda asked for another report. This one appears to be more correct but does not include Bingham County numbers.  She reviewed the final totals on the report.

The orange sheet contains the Region VII dollars.  This report shows there have been about 900 clients not including Bingham County. The primary substance of choice is Meth. It has taken a jump over last year. Brenda has asked for a report showing the primary choice of adolescents.  The treatment completion rate is 40%. This number includes the 19-2524’s as a treatment episode. There is a 10% jump in the treatment numbers due to this. Continued comment and discussion time concerning the report. 
September is Recovery Month.  Typically this Region has not had a lot of activities towards this. Region 6 has Soberfest activities. Last year Brenda reached out into the religious community by sending a letter to churches talking about substance abuse and suggesting it would be a good topic to speak about. There was a surprisingly good response back from the clergy. 

Brenda wondered if we could show an outdoor movie in communities making it a substance free event.  Suggestions for hanging a white projection sheets from goal posts at local football fields and put in a good PA system. Families & participants could bring lawn chairs. 
Brenda would like to discuss further the idea of promoting substance free events in the area. If you are in recovery, there is a limit of things you can do with your family or by yourself that is substance free. 

Our prevention and treatment committees need new leaders. Bob Stahn’s contract has changed with the Dept and will not be able to be the treatment chair any longer. He has resigned.  There is a good base with prevention programs within Benchmark.  She would like to see this base built on and expanded. Brenda will send out an email to the group asking for members. If you would like to be a part of this important program, please respond.  Treatment providers will need to gather and choose someone to become their new committee leader. Brenda will be in contact.
Roundtable

Rich Belknap: Dept of Labor will be back in their building on August 8th! 

Also, the Mayor’s Committee on Race Relations is organizing a community connections event to be held on September 19th and 20th. It will be held at EITC and will target the Hispanic community. There is a need for booths and presentations. Please contact Lydia Gonzales or Rich. Their committee meets every Monday organizing this event. 

Discussion from the floor regarding the use of the polycom system at EITC. If we could meet at EITC and bring other members to the table by using the same such systems in their communities, would could more easily have others from remote areas into this meeting.  Rich could set it up and there would be no charge to the RAC. The only charge he could think of would be the contact in the participating committees to go in and turn the equipment on to link them into the conference then return when the meeting was over.   EITC cafeteria would have to be the first contacted for a chance at providing lunch for the group.  People were open to receiving this type of conferencing. It will be talked about in the meeting with Paul, Michele, Brenda and Rich. 
Karen Carlson: Has some funding for parenting classes for parents in treatment and recovery. Contact her at Carlsonk@cableone.net or 589-6971 for more information.  
She also reported Bonneville County has started a new juvenile mental health court called JMP Court.  She believes it has been a great success stating that she has seen young people who in less than 9 months have gone from IEP to transition into regular schooling. One young lady took on 3 police officers on her own is now showing up in court dressed appropriately and responding and respective to the Judge. Each situation is positive. Another young man said he wanted to play the guitar. With generous donations from within this group, he was given the guitar and lessons and a couple weeks ago approached the Judge and asked if he could play his guitar in court? He played America the Beautiful in court. The parent group has great buy in.  There are 11 families participating and all 11 families participate in activities. Each family takes a turn to planning an activity. The experience is very positive. 
Dave Barnes: Dave’s job with epidemiology studies in Boise is to help support Debbie Field and show outcomes that are meaningful to our policy makers. Groundwork is being done right now so some very meaningful data analysis and research is accomplished.  They will be searching for numbers but not just numbers without meaning. He would like to learn what those indicators are that are meaningful to us.  What do you think we should be showing legislators to help them make decisions? This needs to be a community project in some ways so we can truly hit the mark. The next big item on the agenda will be frontier studies. They will pick up the counties in the state who have less than 7 people per square mile. Your input and comments are needed.  Questions or comments?  You can contact him directly or Brenda has his card for contact. 
Jack Gaskill: Would like to see on the next agenda the subject of Cline meeting follow up. In response, Rich advised there will be a meeting by the Chair, Co-Chair, Regional Director and CRDS in the future that will help better form agendas for the next meetings. Agenda items will be published and sent out 3 days prior to the meetings and missing items can be caught and placed on the meeting schedule.

Nancy Lopez: There is a new district liaison for the Department of Juvenile Corrections for our Region. His name is Shane Boyle. He has been with DJC for about 18 years, has a vast knowledge base, was overseeing their drug and alcohol specialized group as well as great connections up and down the valley. Hopefully everyone will get to know him and welcome him on board.  
Representative Jerry Shively:  Representative Shively thanked the group for all that this group does. He stated he felt it important to either support this type of group or hire multiple peoples to protect our properties. He would rather spend monies in this manner and incorporate those people back into our society. He believes we are all better off with that. He also believed there was a lot of support for going in this type of direction. 

Next full RAC meeting date:

November 7th
12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.

Meeting place to be announced. 
Meeting adjourned. 
