REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & WELFARE

Thursday, October 13, 2011  
Present:  Lewis Andrews, Carmalin Resz, Nancy Kunau, Debbie Thomas, Jaime Goffin, John Hathoway, Jaci Urie, Annette Ludington, Mark Morino, Tammy Okelberry, LeWaynne Jungert, Dave Buechler, Lauri Heward, Gary Kaufman, Tina Heffernan, Cindy Scott, Donna Stalley
	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Meeting was held at DHW on Poleline Road, Twin Falls.
	Introductions and Welcome. 
Approval of RAC Minutes for August 11, 2011.
	A motion was made to accept the Minutes as presented by Lauri Heward, and seconded by Nancy Kanau. Minutes approved with no corrections or additions.

	Update from DHW Division of Substance Use Disorders


	Ross Edmund reported that the SUD funds are currently split between the four departments and each agency is creating direct contracts with BPA and is working to take DHW out of the loop to gain efficiency. Data from SUD budget indicates that each section is on track to be on budget for this fiscal year. This means fewer services are currently being delivered.

The Transformation Work Group was approved by the Governor earlier this year and the Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative was formed.  They have two critical initiatives: 1. how to local Behavioral Health services and what services should be localized. In this process, two work groups have been created one in Region 7 and one in Region 2 to develop a plan about what a local plan could be regarding the fiscal agent in the region such as 501C3, health district, community provider.  2. Integration of SUD and MH system.  Central office has already integrated into units of Policy, Quality Assurance and Data.  Ross clarified why the regions were chosen—Region 7 as they have good partnerships and very collaborative relationships currently with courts, juvenile corrections, etc and they position themselves for additional resources.  Region 2 as this is Senator Stegner’s area who has been vital in this transformation process.  These two regions are to present a proposal to the November 2, 2011 Cooperative meeting and this is to be used as a framework for implementation for other regions. Decision about how to combine the RAC and MH boards is waiting for recommendations form Regions 7 & 2.  The Cooperative is looking at a pilot project in one area to see if this is effective or efficient.  The Cooperative is feeling pressure to implement something but this implementation will be based on regional readiness with focus on aligning responsibilities and authority.

Medicaid is going to managed care and is releasing an RFP for MH and SUD services but will only implement the MH in first 18 months.  By 2014 most people we serve will qualify for Medicaid.  
	

	Update for RAC chair meeting – Debbie Thomas
	Debbie Thomas reported that the RAC chairs had a conference call meeting on September 8, 2011 and decision was made to not have the Patricia Kempthorne Award this year as no resources available from CRDs and concern that there had not been as much political involvement as would like. They will look for a better way including possible present award at ICADD or Prevention conference or Mental Health Board Planning Council could be collaborated with for a future event.  RAC members suggested combining the award with the Governors Brightest Star Award or possibly changing the name of the award to the First Lady Award to get more interest and publicity.  
	

	Update on ATR for misdemeanor – Kim Dopson
	Kim Dopson, RAC co-chair was unable to attend due to car trouble. No report. 
	

	Update on Behavioral Health Services
	Scott Rasmussen is the new Region 5 Behavioral Health Program Manager. Debbie Thomas has made contact with him and invited him to the RAC meetings.  John Hathaway reported that he will forward minutes from BH Interagency Cooperative to RAC chair to distribute. He also shared information about HB 260 that results in DHW charging copays for Medicaid services effective Nov 1, 2011 and second phase implementation Jan 1, 2012. The maximum copay amount is $3.65. 
	Email memo about Copay Talking Points was distributed to RAC members via email. 

	ICSA Update – Bev Ashton
Restorative Justice Conferencing – Dave Beuchler
	Bev Ashton was unable to attend but reported that she is no longer on the ICSA committee as this sun setted per legislation.
Dave Beuchler reported on Restorative Justice that is being developed through a grant with EasterSeal Goodwill under two year Endowment Funds.  Currently there are 25 people trained and they are working to implement with courts post judicatory but pre-sentencing. Easter Seals Goodwill will take over the referrals but are currently looking for funds to pay for facilitators’ time. This can be adult or adolescent but currently is focused on adolescent services. Both Judge Ingram and Judge Varin are supporters. For more information: idaho.restorative@gmail.com 
	

	Update from DHW CRD – Lewis Andrews
	Lewis reported on the budget for end of last fiscal year. He reported as of Dec 2010 there was a balance of $1472 with previous expenses of $222 for printing, $575 for lodging and $1730 for food and travel.  Then there were expenses of $231 for 3 hotel rooms for Legislative Event, $684 for 3 ICADD registrations and mileage and $584 for travel expenses leaving a deficit of $27 for end of FY 11 as of June 30, 2011.  

FY12 Budget started on July 1, 2011 with $4000 and to date there are expenses of $40 for office supplies, $7.04 for data processing and $118 for mileage fee.  It is unclear what office supplies or data processing are for and the $118 is for Lewis mileage from Pocatello in State vehicle.  Lewis reported that he had requested a line item budget from Amy Dunaway as of last week.  Decision was made to not appropriate any spending for Drug Take Back posters until we know of projected expenses for CRD travel, and ICADD/Prevention conference registrations.  Decision was made to meet at Behavioral Health office for next meeting so Lewis can video conference into the meeting to save on travel time and expense.   

In addition, it was decided that when someone is awarded an ICADD or Prevention Conference scholarship they will be required to present to the RAC about their learning.    
	

	Prescription Drug Committee 
	Gary Kaufman reported that in Jan 2011 850 lbs of drugs were destroyed as both evidence and take back drugs.  In Sept 2011, 850 lbs were destroyed not counting no drugs from Twin Falls county as it is being held as evidence.   Currently looking for next Take Back opportunity.  
	

	Tobacco/Alcohol Diversion Court


	Nancy Kunau reported Benchmark paid for training on Toward No Drugs for two new facilitators.    Nancy invited RAC to attend the next Coroners presentation on Wednesday, October 19, 2011 at 5:45 – 7:30 pm in CanyonRidge High School Room 302.  August citations were low only 3 but prosecutor is filing citations after reviewing police reports and this class is back up again.    John Hathaway is going to try to invite the coroner to present to RAC.   
	

	Update from BPA
	Jaime Goffin reported that BPA is trying to support the providers with the changes in funding sources. Each funding source has own procedures which are being learned.  The services are currently down and referrals are fewer.  Nadeine Smith with Positive Connections closed there SUD services effective this week.   National Guard provided trainings for providers this month on guard culture and resources.  ATR numbers are still very low and trying to get the numbers up.  BPA is working with VA to get additional clinical training for the providers.  BPA also hired Dr. Larson from VA for their medical team.   Jaime also encouraged providers to get involved with insurance companies who are proposing to be the Medicaid managed care provider.  
	

	Update from Benchmark
	Annette Ludington reported that services are being delivered under current years contracts. No funds are available for additional services in this region. 
	

	Other Items
	Next meeting agenda items included request to have Montey Stilles (Ada County Federal Prosecutor) present about gangs and to invite Linda Wright and Specialty Court coordinators to present about Drug Courts.  
Walker Center invited everyone to their 35th Anniversary Celebration of Recovery on Saturday, October 15th at 7:00 pm at Roper Auditorium with Mark Lundholm comedian.  Get more information at 1-800-227-4190.
	

	Next Meeting:

December 8, 2011 at 9:30 am at Department of Health and Welfare, Poleline Road,  Twin Falls. 
	Meeting adjourned.
	


