Q1. Why do children need specialized emergency care?
Children are physically, developmentally, and psychologically different from adults. EMS for Children advocates work to address these differences when emergency care is being delivered. Emergency care providers must be trained, not only to recognize the different ways that children's bodies respond to traumatic injury and illness, but also to understand developmental levels so they can communicate and comfort children effectively.
Q2. Why do children need specialized equipment?
Since children have smaller bodies and different physiology, equipment used to treat them needs to be designed and sized accordingly.
Q3. What is the relationship between EMS for Children and EMS?
EMS for Children is an essential component of Emergency Medical Services systems. To be effective and operate most efficiently, EMS for Children networks should be fully integrated into existing EMS services.
Q4. What components of the EMS system are important to EMS for Children?
The entire health care system from prevention through rehabilitation is important to EMSC. For the Idaho EMS Bureau this translates into:
· Collecting, analyzing, and reporting PCR data; 
· Facilitating access to pre-hospital care; 
· Approving education and training in caring for children; 
· Developing statewide pediatric protocols, guidelines; 
· Encouraging use of medical direction; 
· Identifying age- and size-appropriate equipment; and 
· Evaluating and improving EMS system components. 
Q5. What does this mean to pre-hospital professionals?
EMTs at all levels of certification have an ongoing personal commitment to providing appropriate care and safe transportation. For EMTs this translates into:
· Recording and submitting PCR data; 
· Increasing public awareness of access to prehospital care; 
· Seeking education and training opportunities in caring for children; 
· Implementing protocols, guidelines; 
· Utilizing medical direction; 
· Carrying and using age- and size-appropriate equipment; 
· Evaluating and improving individual ability to provide appropriate care; and 
· Resources for EMS providers and instructors. 
