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INFORMATIONAL LETTER #94-6

DATE:
TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

July 18, 1994
ALL HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATORS

JOHN W. HATHAWAY, Chief
Bureau of Facility Standards

REVISED INTERPRETIVE GUIDELINES FOR
CONDITION OF PARTICIPATION: INFECTION CONTROL

Enclosed is information which may be helpful to you. If you have any questions regarding
the enclosed information, you may contact us by phone at 208/334-6626 or in writing.

Please Note: Our new mailing address effective July 1, 1994, is:

FACILITY STANDARDS--DHW
PO BOX 83720
BOISE ID 83720-0036
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Y, e SO
JOHN W. HATHAWAY, Chief ~77ft”
reau of Facility Standards '

cc:  Idaho Hospital Association
Loyal 1. Perry

Printed on
recycied paper.
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February 28, 1994 e LTS

DIVISION OF REALTH STANDARDS AND QUALITY
.  STATE LETTER NO. 474

SUBJECT INDEX CATEGORY: 7

SUBJECT: Infection Control Condition of Participation (COP) -
Additional Guidance to Surveyors to Reflect the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Guidelines for
Tuberculosis Control

The purpose of this memorandum is to transmit the enclosed draft
manual issuance of the interpretive guidelines for tuberculosis
control for hospitals. The need for strong hospital infection
control policies is more urgent than ever due to the concern over
the increase in tuberculosis cases, the emergence of Multidrug
Resistant Tuberculosis (MDRTB), and newly vulnerable patient
populations (i.e., AIDS).

If you have any questions, please contact Judy Ramberg at {206) 615~

2321.
sincerely,
Teresa L. Oakes, Chief
Survey and Certification Review Branch
pDivision of Health Standards and Quality
Enclosure

ce:  Steven D. Helgerson, M.D., M.P.H.
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\y\\ Memorandum

Director _ .
Office of Survey and Certification, HSQR

Infection Control Condition of Participation (COP)--
additional Guidance to Surveyors to Reflect the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Guidelines for
Tuberculosis Control

Associate Regional Administrator
Division of Health Standards and Quality
Regions I - X ‘

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you that in
October 1993, the CDC issued the second edition of Draft
Guidelines for Preventing the Transmission of Tuberculosis in
Health Care Facilities. Due to the concern over the lncrease
in Tuberculosis (TB) cases, the emergence of Multidrug
Resistant Tuberculosis (MDRTB)  and newly vulnerable patient
populations (i.e., AIDS), the need for strong hospital
infection control policies is more urgent than ever.

The Medicare hospital CoP at 42 CFR 484.42, 482.42(a), and
482.42(a)(1l) states the following:

The hospital must provide a sanitary environment to
avoid sources and transmission of infections and
communicable diseases. There must be an active

program for the prevention, control, and investigation
of infections and communicable diseases. A person or
persons must be designated as infection control officer
or officers to develop and implement policies governing
control of infections and communicable diseases. The
infection control officex or officers must develop -a
system for identifying, reporting, investigating, and
controlling infections and communicable diseases of
patients and personnel.

Attached is a draft manual issuance of the interpretive
guidelines for hospitals at 42 CFR 482.42--data tags A243,
A244, A245 and A246..



Page 2 - Associate Regional Administrator

The revised guidance increases emphasis on infection control
policies to identify, investigate, report and prevent '
communicable diseases (especially TB) among patients and
health care workers. The interpretive guidelines concerning
the evaluation of the infection contrel program previously
found under Tag number AZ45 are now found under Tag

number A243. Tag number A245 now contains guidelines for
evaluating only the responsibilities of the infection control
officer. We are currently ain the process of revising the
hospital interpretive guidelines, and this information will
pe included in the final issuance. »

O

Anthony J. Tirone

Attachment
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