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	AGENDA ITEMS
	LEAD
	DECISION / ACTION ITEMS

	Welcome, and  Roll Call
	Beth Kriete
BLTC Bureau Chief
	Action: 
· Beth, Bureau of Long Term Care (BLTC), welcomed PAOC members and did roll call of members that were participating in person, via video or on conference call.

	OLD BUSINESS

	Read, Review and Approve DRAFT Minutes from September 16, 2015
	Beth Kriete 
 
	Action: 
· Hope motioned that the DRAFT Minutes from the September 16, 2015 meeting be approved as written and Dean seconded the motion. Approved minutes will be posted at: http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Medical/Medicaid/MedicalCareAdvisoryCommittee/PersonalAssistanceOversightCommittee/tabid/1354/Default.aspx


	GUEST SPEAKER

	Achieving a Better Life Experience Act (ABLE) 
	Christine Pisani, Executive Director, Idaho Council on Developmental Disabilities 
	Action:
· Christine explained the Able Act: 
· It is a law that was introduced in February 2013 and passed the US House of Representatives. Two weeks later it passed the US Senate. President Obama signed the ABLE Act into law on December 19, 2014.
· Although the federal regulations have yet to be finalized, in March 2015, the Treasury Department and the IRS gave states a green light to establish ABLE programs prior to writing the federal regulations.
· The ABLE Act provides eligible people with disabilities the same types of flexible saving tools that other Americans have through college savings accounts, health saving accounts, and individual retirement accounts without counting against an individual’s eligibility for SSI, Medicaid and other public benefits.
· The ABLE Act aims to ease financial strain faced by individuals with disabilities by making their tax-free savings accounts available to cover qualified expenses such as education, community based supports, employment training, housing, assistive technology, transportation, medical and dental expenses.  
· The ABLE Act limits eligibility to individuals with disabilities with an age of onset of disability before turning 26 years of age. 
· If a person meets the criteria and are also receiving benefits already under SSI and/or SSDI, they are automatically eligible to establish an ABLE account. 
· A "qualified disability expense" means any expense related to the designated beneficiary as a result of living a life with a disability.
· 34 states have passed ABLE account legislation, but each of those states are still working out the details for administering the programs, a process that relies on the not yet published IRS Rules.
· Individuals opening ABLE accounts will not need to submit medical documentation, but will have to certify under penalty of perjury that they have qualifying diagnosis. 
· For many families, the ABLE account will be a significant and viable option in addition to, rather than instead of, a Trust program.
· For additional information on the ABLE ACT visit the links below:
National Down Syndrome Society http://www.ndss.org/
Autism Speaks https://www.autismspeaks.org/
The Disability Opportunity Fund http://thedof.org/
National Disability Institute http://www.realeconomicimpact.org
Or  contact: 
Christine Pisani, Executive Director 
Idaho Council on Developmental Disabilities
Phone:  208-334-2178
Toll Free:  1-800-544-2433
Christine.Pisani@icdd.Idaho.gov
Website: icdd.idaho.gov
             (Attached PowerPoint Presentation)

	PLANNING

	PAO Committee Composition 
	Beth Kriete

	Action:  
· Lisa Martin and Brett Waters have both agreed to continue to serve as members of the PAOC
· Lisa is a Participant Representative from the Northern HUB and was nominated by Kent Knigge, Program Manager Region II
· Brett Waters is an Agency Representative from the Eastern HUB (owner of New Beginnings Community Living Home) and was nominated by Robert VandeMerwe and Melanie Belnap, Program Manager Regions 5, 6 & 7 
· Motion was made by Sharon Anitok for Brett Waters to continue to serve as a PAOC member. Motion was seconded by Jan Carpenter
· Motion was made by Raul Enriquez for Lisa Martin to continue to serve as a PAOC member. Motion was seconded by Dean Nielson 
· Thank you to Lisa and Brett for your continued service
· We currently have three vacancies 1) Central Hub – Participant 2) Eastern Hub – Participant  and 3) Statewide Personal Assistant

	MONITORING

	Home and Community Based Service Update
	Ali Fernandez
BLTC Alternative Care Coordinator
	 Action: 
· HCBS Update:
              http://HCBS.dhw.idaho.gov
· Project Team has been working on rules over the last couple of months
· During the first several months of 2016, we will be working on developing the provider toolkit to help providers prepare for a transition into compliance with the new rules
· Received a response back from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (our federal partner) with questions on Idaho’s transition plan – this means that they have not yet approved our plan, but we will continue working with CMS and stakeholders as we moved forward
· Rule Dockets Update:
· Legislative presentations can be viewed via live feed at http://idahoptv.org/insession/leg.cfm
· HCBS dockets (16-0310-1501 and 16-0313-1501) are moving forward to be presented to the legislature
· Personal Needs Allowance docket (16-0318-1501) will not be going forward as a docket. Instead, the change will be presented as part of the Medicaid budget proposal to the Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee (JFAC). If approved, a new docket will move forward as temporary rules in the spring of 2016

	Idaho Home Choice Update

	Tammy Ray
IHC Project Manager
	Action:
· Idaho Home Choice (IHC) successfully met their 2015 Benchmark of 80 Transitions, bring the cumulative total to 319
· IHC Benchmark for 2016 is 100 Transitions
· 2016 will focus on the IHC Sustainability Plan, Rules and Processes
· The IHC Advisory Workgroup will be reconvened in Spring 2016 to monitor IHC Sustainability progress

	Medicare Medicaid Coordinated Plan (MMCP) Update 

	Chris Barrott MMCP Contract Manager/Medicaid Project Lead
	Action: 
· Chris gave a recap of the Medicare-Medicaid Coordinated Plan (MMCP), its purpose, progress and upcoming changes
· Current Enrollment as of December2015 is 1922  which is a 160% growth in just 15 months
· Care Management stands out as one of the favored benefits for members – providing one person to coordinate their cares
· Blue Cross has announced a pilot program exclusively for MMCP participants called Home Stay – a program that is designed to allow participants with chronic conditions to live in their own residence for as long as possible. HomeStay is a time limited program scheduled to begin in January 2016
· For additional information on the MMCP program and upcoming events go to: http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Medical/Medicaid/MedicaidParticipants/MedicareMedicaidCoordinatedPlan/tabid/2538/Default.aspx

	BLTC Quality Improvement Strategy Summary Quarter 3, 2015  
	Beth Kriete
	Action:  
· Beth gave update on the BLTC Quality Improvements Strategy Summary Quarter 3, 2015 highlighting page 13 related to Department Training offered to Providers and an increase in the percent of providers receiving training
· BLTC made a statewide system improvement to schedule Statewide Provider Trainings (face to face)  two times a year
· For questions or additional information about this report contact Pam Mason at MasonP@dhw.idaho.gov

	Department of Labor Inquiry 


	Beth Kriete
	Action:
· Members have sent in questions and comments about the new Department of Labor (DOL) Rules 
· Medicaid  will  not be changing reimbursement rates due to changes in the DOL Rules
· Participant access and quality issues must be identified and Provider Cost Surveys completed to warrant reimbursement rate changes
· Refer to Department of Labor (DOL) Homecare Worker Guidance at http://www.dol.gov/whd/homecare/credit_wages.htm 

	Round Table and Shared Information 
	Committee Members
	· Members requested Sheila Pugatch, Bureau Chief Financial Operations attend the March 16, 2016 PAOC meeting and speak to questions related to reimbursement methodology and rates for Personal Assistance Agency Providers 

	RECOMMENDATIONS

	
	
	

	ADJOURN

	
	
	· Brett Waters motioned that meeting adjourn. Sharon Anitok seconded motion. 


2016 Meeting Dates: March 16, 2016 (Video), June 15, 2016 (Video), September 21, 2016 (Video) and December 14, 2016 (Video)
 All meetings will be held on Wednesday from 1-3 PM (MT) and 12-2PM (PT)
Video Locations for 2016:
3232 Elder Street, Boise, D-East Conference Room (Region III and IV)
Region I Coeur d’Alene 1120 Ironwood Large Conference Room VCE
Region II Lewiston 16th Ave. NW Conference Room
Region V Twin Falls 601 Poleline Rd. Conference Room B
Region VI Pocatello 1070 Hiline Rd.  Conference Room 390 A
Region VII Idaho Falls 150 Shoup BH VCE Room 240
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