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Region VI Mental Health Board

Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting:


April 13, 2011


Present:
Mike Stayner, Ritchie Weers, John Hathaway, Barry Jones, Becky Carrier, Deric Ravsten, Amy Cunningham, Charlie Aasand, Linda Hatzenbuehler, Zina Magee, Lyndia Steenrod and Sue Chadwick
Absent:
John Raukar, John Conner, Deana Molinari, Lewis Andrews, Tracey Sessions, Howard Manwaring, Robert Betts
Guests:
Mark Gunning and Scotti Brownley
Next Meeting:  


May 11, 2011 
I. Call Meeting to Order (Mike Stayner)
Mike Stayner called the meeting to order. Following introductions, minutes from the March meeting were approved. 
II. Discussion
Cammack Award (Linda Hatzenbuehler)

Major Mike Stayner was presented the Wilbert Cammack Award for 2010. The award is presented in memory of Wilbert Cammack, a lifelong advocate of people with mental illness and is given to someone who has made outstanding advocacy contributions on behalf of people with long-term mental illness.

As a member of the Pocatello Police Department for 40 years, Mike has moved up in rank and responsibility. For the past 7 years he has held the position of Deputy Chief of Police. His experience as a patrolman introduced him to issues faced by persons and families affected by mental illness. For 15 years he has been a member of the Bannock Protective Custody Protocol Committee and is presently serving his second term as Chairman of the RMHB. He is also a member of Idaho’s Mental Health Planning Council.

Major Stayner has been a strong advocate for bringing Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) training to our community.  CIT trains and prepares Law Enforcement First Responders to have the knowledge and skills to effectively deal with citizens in mental health crisis.  He understands the concepts of recovery and resiliency and he advocates for services that promote those concepts in our community.  Mike stands out in our community as a leader in the work of improving the lives of our citizens. He is the 25th recipient of this annual award. An article and picture will be put in the Pocatello and Malad papers.

Children’s and Adult Mental Health (Ritchie Weers)

Region 6 has received some additional funding and as a result has been able to pay to have Larry Calabro return as a temporary clinician. He retired last year and is now available for a few months to help the Crisis team. Other funding has been received for adult day treatment, housing/utilities, medical, stock meds, gas vouchers, bus tickets, and training for staff in developing a mobile crisis team. CMH has received funding for residential treatment and also for the PLL program.
The following was discussed:

· CMH has been very busy. Referrals are up. Last month there were 18.
· CMH will begin using the electronic records system WITS on July 1. This is the program that AMH has been using for the past year and a half and soon both programs will do most of their charting in this program.
· There is a waiting list for AMH. The next available appointment for voluntary clients is May 9, nearly 4 weeks away. If there are special circumstances, staff can adjust their schedule to accommodate the need.
· Linda Hatzenbuehler inquired about the loss of staff in Region 6. Ritchie will research this and be prepared at the next meeting to respond to the numbers of staff loss due to the current budget situation.
· The internship program at HDC will come to an end the first week of May when the semester finishes at ISU.
· Approval has been given to begin a meds only clinic at HDC. This will help reduce the current staff workload.
· John Hathaway spoke about the 35 million in state Medicaid cuts. He requested that this be an agenda item at a future meeting. 
· At some point in the future the Department may no longer be billing Medicaid. Services will be provided to Medicaid clients according to the benefits package. If possible, clients with Medicaid will be encouraged to receive services from private providers.
· Ritchie reviewed some Regional data: 2 ACT team clients who were admitted have Medicaid, 1 has Medicare; in March there were 155 clients enrolled in the “Clinic Option” 31 in the ACT team, 22 in Mental Health Court, 6 in Rehab and 22 Hospital/Commits for a total of 236 clients; out of the 236 clients 190 have no insurance, 18 have Medicaid, 11 Medicare, 9 private insurance and 8 unknown; there were 28 court ordered assessments, 5 annual assessments and 27 intakes for a total of 60 assessments; there were 29 – 66-326/329 DEs in March , 1 – 18-211/212 and 7 – 19-2524 for a total of 37 evals which is 11 evaluations per Designated Examiner.
· The waiting list is down at SHS. They recently accepted their 1st voluntary client in 15-20 years.
III. Other

Dr. Ravsten discussed concerns regarding the ability of AMH to handle the uninsured. He suggested the following are pressing topics:
1) Indigent
2)
Intensive outpatient psycho-therapy services

3)
Substance abuse

4)
Forensic population who require restraints
Mike Stayner reviewed the work that has been done on the gaps in services that were identified and submitted to the State Planning Council. Mike was selected as chairman of a 5 member subcommittee that has been put together to address the regional concerns that were provided by each RMHB last December. There will be a video conference on Friday, April 15 at HDC and more information will be available at the next RMHB meeting in May. 
IV.
New Business

Charlie Aasand provided information regarding the opening of the new hospital. All patients will be moved over on May 10. BHS will also relocate to the new facility. There will be 2 rooms for assessments and 19 single bed rooms with showers and baths for mental health patients. They will move over patients on May 9. 

On April 28 there will be an open house for all PMC employees and their families from 3-9 p.m. There will be a black tie event on Friday evening. The governor has been invited. Community Day will be Saturday, April 30. People will be bused from the Holt Arena. There will be food, drinks, games and tours. About 10,000 people are expected to attend. Sue will forward additional information from Charlie regarding this event. {This has been done.}
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. The next meeting will be held May 11, 2011, at the Human Development Center. 
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