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Frequently Asked Questions
	Questions

	Answers

	What is the Jeff D. lawsuit and the Settlement Agreement?
	This is a class action lawsuit from 1980 stemming from allegations of abuse of children who were co-mingled with adults at State Hospital South (SHS), lack of appropriate educational and treatment services at SHS, and lack of community based mental health services. After many hearings over 30 years, the Court encouraged a mediation process to occur to identify solutions. Mediation occurred from September, 2013 through December, 2014. Mediation resulted in a proposed Settlement Agreement based on the negotiations among key community stakeholders representing parents, advocates and private providers, representatives from DHW, the Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections, the Idaho State Department of Education and attorneys representing the Class Members. The Settlement Agreement is a high level description of what the state agrees to do to have the lawsuit dismissed.  Here’s a link directly to the webpage where the agreement is posted:
http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Portals/0/Medical/Mental%20Health/Jeff%20D%20Implementation/JeffDOfficial%20Agreement.pdf

	Now that the Settlement Agreement has been accepted by the court what is the state’s next step?
	The state’s partners named in the suit, (see above listing) are working collaboratively to plan out the work that must be done to fulfill the requirements set forth in the Settlement Agreement. This is an eight (8) year project: nine (9) months of initial planning, four (4) years of implementation and three (3) years of oversight to ensure sustainability.  

	What are the goals of the Settlement Agreement?
	The goals of the Settlement Agreement are to:
· address the gaps in Idaho’s mental health system, making it more effective and efficient in meeting the needs of children with serious emotional disturbances and their families.
· create a statewide process, across all child-serving systems (State Department of Education, Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections, IDHW Division of Family & Children’s Services, IDHW Division of Behavioral Health, IDHW Division of Medicaid), to identify and screen youths for unmet mental health needs.
· provide a comprehensive array of community-based services and supports to children when medically necessary.
· deliver services using a consistent approach that engages families, youths, and their support systems.
· monitor and report on service quality and outcomes for youths.

	Who are the Class Members?
	Class members:
· Idaho residents with a Serious Emotional Disturbance
· under the age of 18
· have a Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) diagnosable mental health condition or would have a diagnosable mental health condition if evaluated by a practitioner of the healing arts operating within the scope of his/her practice as defined by Idaho state law
· have a substantial functional impairment that is measured by and documented through the use of a standardized instrument conducted or supervised by a qualified clinician or would have been measured and documented had an assessment been conducted.

	As an interested stakeholder how can I get involved?
	All persons affected by Serious Emotional Disturbance (children, adolescents, their families, all child-serving entities, others) have a stake in the development and operations of the new system of care the state is seeking to develop. As the lead agency, DHW will be soliciting input from all of these categories of stakeholders.

Public interest in the project should be directed to the Idaho Federation of Families who are receiving input and will communicate directly with DHW staff. (Idaho Federation of Families contact: cdixon@idahofederation.org, 800-905-3436)




  
