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Region VI Mental Health Board

Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting:


June 8, 2011


Present:
Mike Stayner, Ritchie Weers, John Hathaway, Tracey Sessions, Barry Jones, Becky Carrier, Deric Ravsten, Amy Cunningham, Linda Hatzenbuehler, Robert Betts, Mark Gunning, Lewis Andrews, Deana Molinari (by phone) and Sue Chadwick
Absent:
John Raukar, Zina Magee, John Conner, Howard Manwaring, Linda Steenrod and Charlie Aasand 
Guests:
Mark Gunning
Next Meeting:  


July 13, 2011 
I. Call Meeting to Order (Mike Stayner)
Mike Stayner called the meeting to order. Minutes from the May meeting were approved. 
II. Discussion
Service Gaps (Linda Hatzenbuehler)

By way of follow up on an assignment from the last meeting, Linda Hatzenbuehler reported on an identified service gap and potential solution she and Deric Ravesten have collaboratively worked on. Their suggestion for the State Planning Council is the need for sufficient access to voluntary services for persons with limited financial means. Such services would prevent circumstances from escalating to crisis levels. This includes developing access to voluntary services in both the urban and rural areas.

An email that was sent from Deric Ravesten to the Board members was briefly reviewed regarding the possibility of a Bannock County Indigent Care Program (ICP) for adult mental health services. This isn’t a policy or a solution, but an idea that begins with identifying the stakeholders in each community and trying to mobilize resources. 

Other possible gaps include:

· Funding. There are 2 other regions that are going to identify lack of funding as a gap. It was suggested that we should identify gaps that we need money for. Funding is needed for treatment and we should push for treatment in the form of assessments, respite, basic needs, housing, counseling, medication and prescribers.

· The lack of collaboration of traditional and nontraditional resources. 
· The need for an entry point for crisis management

· Peer specialists

This topic will be concluded in the July meeting so that the information can be forwarded to the State Planning Council for their August meeting.

Medicaid Changes (John Hathaway)

John presented an overview on the Medicaid cuts. He provided background to the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) formula, in which the federal government has been paying about 80% of the cost for Medicaid. Last December the federal contribution changed to 69% with the State paying 31% of costs. With the lack of anticipated revenue for the State budget, Medicaid services had to be cut. These costs cannot be shifted to the counties. Including the federal match, approximately $139 million will be cut from the State budget. Emergency temporary rules have been put in place to address the Medicaid cuts. [A document provided by John responding to frequently asked questions is attached.
Children’s and Adult Mental Health (Ritchie Weers)

Ritchie distributed several handouts including:

1. CMH spreadsheet showing the number of referrals for this calendar year, including referral source, outcome and number and designation of staff. 

2. AMH spreadsheet showing the number of admissions (including how many new and readmissions), number and type of assessments, number of intakes, number of Designated Examinations and number and designation of staff.

3. SHS admissions for CY 2010 and 2011 through April by county. Also included was number of adolescents admitted each month.

Clinician Debbie Lewis will be transferring to Region 7 at the end of June. The next AMH staff to be transferred will be Trina Nichols the first of October. The prescriber, Suzanne Edelman and nurse, Rick Bigler, will be working one day a week in Blackfoot. This will help reduce the personnel expenses for FY 2012. 

Ritchie Weers has been selected as the new Program Manager for Region VI Division of Behavioral Health. He will reclassify his previous position as Chief of Children’s Mental Health position to Clinical Supervisor and open it up for promotion. After filling that position from within, the vacant clinician position will transfer to Region 7. Tracey reviewed the new formula for determining the number of staff for each region to clarify why Region 6 is losing so many positions to Region 7.

The 2012 budget has been loaded and there are no funds allocated for Trustee and Benefits (T & B). This is money that is used for direct client use. Last year AMH received $44,000. It has been proposed that the Region be allowed to retain their receipts to be used for T & B. 
III. Other

Linda Steenrod will be retiring soon and has submitted her resignation from the RMHB effective immediately. Sue will send a thank you letter.
A draft copy of the Idaho State Planning Council on Mental Health 2011 Report to the Governor was passed around. The shooting that took place in September 2010 in Pocatello involving a previous client was cited. This report has been forwarded to all Board members.

A copy of the minutes from the Idaho Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative May 27 meeting was passed around. An email had previously been sent out to all Board members containing this information.
Mark Gunning distributed brochures on the Idaho Conference on Mental Health, which will be held June 16 and 17 in Boise.  
Tracey made an invitation to the Board to attend the 125th Anniversary celebration at SHS on July 7. There will be an opportunity to walk around the outside and an open house inside. Pictures of the facility will be on display. It will be open to the public.
Meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. The next meeting will be held July 13, 2011, at the Human Development Center. 
/sac
