
STATE PLANNING COUNCIL ON MENTAL HEALTH


BYLAWS


ARTICLE I.  NAME

The name of this body shall be the State Planning Council on Mental Health.


ARTICLE II.  OBJECT
The object of this body shall be to:

(1)
Serve as an advocate for severely mentally ill adults and seriously emotionally disturbed children and youth.  Expand, improve, notify or transform Mental Health service delivery system for individuals with severe mental illness and serious emotional disturbance to ensure access to treatment, prevention, and rehabilitation services, including those services that go beyond the traditional mental health system;

(2)
Advise the State Mental Health Authority on problems, policies and programs and provide guidance to the State Mental Health Authority in the development and implementation of the State Mental Health Systems Plan;

(3)
Monitor and evaluate the allocation and adequacy of mental health services within the state not less than once a year;

(4)
Serve as a vehicle for intra- and inter-agency policy and program development; and

(5)
Present to the Governor and legislature by June 30 of each year a report on the Council's challenges and achievements and impact on the quality of life that Mental Health services had on Idaho citizens.  The Council will incorporate recommendations for service system improvements submitted by the regional mental health boards.


ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP

(1)
The State Planning Council on Mental Health (hereinafter referred to as Council) shall be appointed by the Governor and composed of not less than fifty percent (50%) family members and consumers with mental illness. Membership shall reflect to the extent possible the demographic characteristics of Idaho citizens.

(2)
The Council shall strive to include representation from the following:

(a)
Individuals with a serious mental illness who are receiving (or have received) mental health services, and;

(b)
The families of such individuals (adult, children or youth);

(c)
Principle state agencies with respect to mental health, education, vocational rehabilitation, criminal justice, Title XIX of the Social Security Act, and other entitlement programs;

(d)
Public and private entities concerned with the need, planning, operation, funding, and use of mental health services, and related support services; and

(e)
The Regional Mental Health Board in each Department of Health and Welfare region and the institutional Mental Health Advisory Boards.

(f)
The planning council may include members of the legislature and the state judiciary.

(3)
Council members shall serve for a term of two (2) years or at the pleasure of the Governor, provided, however, that terms shall be staggered so that one-half of the appointments are made one year and one-half are made on alternate years.  Terms shall commence on January 1 of the year appointed.  Recommendations for membership on the Council shall be made by the Executive Committee to the Governor.  The Governor shall appoint individuals to fill mid-term vacancies and/or newly established positions.

(4) Membership Committee:  There shall be a Membership Committee which shall be a STANDING COMMITTEE.  The Chairman of the Council shall appoint a Membership Chairman and at least two other members.  The Committee’s duty shall be to make certain that the Council membership is in compliance with the Council Bylaws.
(5) Nominations:  Agencies, Regional Boards, and other organizations shall be notified by the Membership Chairman or the Mental Health Administrative Assistant when a nomination is needed.  Nominations from the appropriate entities shall be sent to the Membership Chairman for consideration.  
Midterm vacancies and/or newly established positions shall follow the same procedure as for other nominations.  Persons filling a vacancy shall begin as new members and will not automatically fill in as an elected officer, chairman, or member of a specific committee.  

Expiration dates of positions shall be the same as for the position being filled in order to comply with the law.  

The Membership Committee shall determine whether nominations comply with the Council Bylaws.  The nominations shall then be sent to the Executive Committee for approval before being sent to the Governor for appointment to the Council.  

(6) Members who are unable to attend a meeting shall notify the Membership Chairman or Chair of the Council, or Mental Health Administrative Assistant with a valid excuse before the meeting.  

Membership Chairman shall be notified of all absences.  

Two unexcused absences may terminate their membership. 

Termination of a membership will be treated as a vacancy.  


ARTICLE IV.  OFFICERS

(1)
The officers of the Council shall consist of a Chair and Vice-Chair appointed by the Governor.  The Chair and Vice-Chair will be nominated by majority vote of the Council and their names recommended to the Governor for appointment.  Their terms shall be for two years.  The Council shall elect three members to serve with officers on the Executive Committee.  The immediate past Chair shall also serve as an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee.

(2)
The Executive Committee will appoint such other committees and subcommittees as are needed to achieve the objectives of the Council.  The Executive Committee may invite individuals who are not Council members to serve on committees and subcommittees, however, all committee chairs shall be members of the Council.

(3)
Officers shall assume their duties at the first meeting following January 1.

(4)
A person shall not be eligible to serve more than two consecutive terms in the same office.

(5)
The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Council and the Executive Committee, shall be an ex-officio member of all committees, shall assist in preparing the agenda, shall conduct such correspondence as directed by the Council, shall present the State Mental Health Authority with the Council's recommendations, shall represent the Council, and shall conduct such business as the Council directs.

(6)
The Vice-Chair shall act as aide to the Chair and shall perform the duties of the Chair in the absence of disability or that officer to act.  The Vice-Chair shall assist the Executive Committee in monitoring the terms of the members, and serve as a member of the bylaws committee.

(7)
The duties of the Executive Committee shall be to transact necessary business in the intervals between Council meetings, and such other duties as directed by the Council or the State Mental Health Authority.

(8)
The State Mental Health Authority shall provide secretarial and recording services and other such assistance as needed by the Council to reach the objectives set forth in Article II.


ARTICLE V.  MEETINGS
(1)
The Council shall meet annually prior to June 30 to prepare a report on the Council's achievements and impact on the quality of life for the state's mentally ill; and hold other meetings as necessary to achieve the objectives in Article II.  Such meetings will be called by the Chair and the Executive Committee, or the State Mental Health Authority.

(2)
Fifty percent (50%) of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(3) 
Meetings will be open to the public in compliance with Idaho Code 67-2340 through 67-2347 (Open Meeting Law).

(4)
The Chair and the State Mental Health Authority will jointly prepare an agenda that will be mailed by the State Mental Health Authority at least two weeks in advance of general meetings.  Council member suggestions will be taken into consideration in preparing the agenda.


ARTICLE VI.  POLICIES
(1)
A staff person from the State Mental Health Authority will be responsible for local arrangements, and other arrangements and materials needed for Council meetings.

(2)
All actions shall be based on majority vote of Council members present.

(3)
Council members shall be reimbursed by the Department of Health and Welfare for state-approved expenses incurred in the conduct of business for the Council and attending meetings.

(4)
Individual members shall not speak for the Council except on accepted policies of the Council or as designated by the Council or the State Mental Health Authority.

(5)
The regional mental health boards shall advise the State Mental Health Authority through the State Planning Council concerning local mental health needs of the regions and shall advice the council of the progress, problems, and proposed projects.


ARTICLE VII.  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
Robert's Rules of Order, newly revised, shall govern the conduct of the members at all meetings of the Council.


ARTICLE VIII.  AMENDMENTS OF BYLAWS
These bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed at any regular or special meeting of the Council.  Any changes shall be presented to Council members in writing at least fifteen (15) days prior to the meeting at which they are to be voted upon.  A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of those attending the meeting is required for approval of amendments.
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