REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BOARD SERVICES GUIDELINE


39-3132.  REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BOARDS 
1. There is created and established in each region a regional behavioral health board. 

2. The regional behavioral health boards operate and are recognized not as state agencies or departments, but as governmental entities whose creation has been authorized by the state, much in the manner as other single purpose districts. 

3. The regional behavioral health boards shall have no authority to levy taxes. 

4. The regional behavioral health boards are authorized to provide community family support and recovery support services identified in section 39-3135(7), Idaho Code. The services identified in section 39-3135(7), Idaho Code, shall not be construed to restrict the services of the regional behavioral health board solely to these categories.

39-3133.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BOARDS. 
1. Each regional behavioral health board shall annually elect from within its membership an executive committee of five (5) members empowered to make fiscal, legal and business decisions on behalf of the full board or join with another governmental entity that can fulfill the same management infrastructure function. 

2. If the regional behavioral health board elects to create its own internal executive committee, the membership shall be representative of the regional behavioral health board membership and must, at a minimum, include one mental health consumer or advocate and one substance use disorder consumer or advocate. The executive committees or the partner public entity shall have the power and duty, on behalf of the regional behavioral health boards, to:
· Establish a fiscal control policy 
· Enter into contracts and grants with other governmental and private agencies
· Develop and maintain bylaws as necessary to establish the process and structure of the board 
· Employ and fix compensation, subject to the provisions of chapter 53, title 67, Idaho Code, of such personnel as may be necessary to carry out the duties of the regional behavioral health board
· All meetings of the executive committee shall be held in accordance with open meeting law as provided for in chapter 23, title 67, Idaho Code

39-3134.  REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH BOARD -- MEMBERS -- TERMS -- APPOINTMENT. 
1. A regional behavioral health board for each region shall consist of twenty-two (22) members and shall be appointed as provided herein. 

2. All meetings of the regional behavioral health board shall be held in accordance with the open meeting law as provided for in chapter 23, title 67, Idaho Code. 

3. Members shall be comprised of the following: 
· 3 county commissioners or their designee
· 2 department of health and welfare employees who represent the behavioral health system within the region
· 1 parent of a child with a serious emotional disturbance
· 1 parent of a child with a substance use disorder
· 1 law enforcement officer
· 1 adult mental health services consumer representative
· 1 mental health advocate
· 1 substance use disorder advocate
· 1 adult substance use disorder services consumer representative
· 1 family member of an adult mental health services consumer
· 1 family member of an adult substance use disorder services consumer
· 1 private provider of mental health services within the region
· 1 private provider of substance use disorder services within the region
· 1 representative of the elementary or secondary public education system within the region 
· 1 representative of the juvenile justice system within the region
· 1 representative of the adult correction system within the region
· 1 representative of the judiciary appointed by the administrative district judge
· 1 physician or other licensed health practitioner from within the region
· 1 representative of a hospital within the region
 
4. The consumer, parent and family representatives shall be selected from nominations submitted by behavioral health consumer and advocacy organizations. 

5. The board may have nonvoting members as necessary to fulfill its roles and responsibilities. 

6. The board shall meet at least twice each year, and shall annually elect a chairperson and other officers as it deems appropriate.

7. The appointing authority in each region shall be a committee composed of:
· the chairperson of the board of county commissioners of each of the counties within the region 
· the current chair of the regional mental health board 
· the current chair of the regional advisory committee
· after the initial appointment of members to the regional behavioral health board, the current chair of the regional behavioral health board 
· after the initial appointment of members to the regional behavioral health board one (1) representative of the department of health and welfare 
8. The committee shall meet annually or as needed to fill vacancies on the board. 

9. The term of each member of the board shall be for four (4) years; (the members first appointed, one-third (1/3) from each region shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years; one-third (1/3) for a term of three (3) years; and one-third (1/3) for a term of four (4) years). 

10. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as original appointments. Board members shall be compensated as provided for in section 59-509(b), Idaho Code, 

11. Compensation shall be paid from the operating budget of the regional behavioral health board as resources allow.

39-3135.  POWERS AND DUTIES. 
1. The regional behavioral health board:
· Shall advise the state behavioral health authority and the state planning council on local behavioral health needs of adults and children within the region
·  Shall advise the state behavioral health authority and the planning council of the progress, problems and proposed projects of the regional service
· Shall promote improvements in the delivery of behavioral health services and coordinate and exchange information regarding behavioral health programs in the region
· Shall identify gaps in available services including, but not limited to, services listed in sections 16-2402(3) and 39-3131, Idaho Code, and recommend service enhancements that address identified needs for consideration to the state behavioral health authority
· Shall assist the planning council with planning for service system improvement (The planning council shall incorporate the recommendation to the regional behavioral health boards into the annual report provided to the governor by June 30 of each year.)  
· May develop, or obtain proposals for, a petition for regional services for consideration by the state behavioral health authority
· May accept the responsibility to develop and provide community family support and recovery support services in their region. (The board must demonstrate readiness to accept this responsibility. The readiness criteria for accepting this responsibility shall be established by the planning council. The planning council shall also determine when a regional behavioral health board has complied with the readiness criteria) 
· The board shall not be held liable for services in which there is no funding to provide.

2.  Community family support and recovery support services include, but are not limited to:
· Community consultation and education
· Housing to promote and sustain the ability of individuals with behavioral health disorders to live in the community and avoid institutionalization 
· Employment opportunities to promote and sustain the ability of individuals with behavioral health disorders to live in the community and avoid institutionalization 
· Evidence-based prevention activities that reduce the burden associated with mental illness and substance use disorders 
· Supportive services to promote and sustain the ability of individuals with behavioral health disorders to live in the community and avoid institutionalization including, but not limited to, peer run drop-in centers, support groups, transportation and family support services

3.  If a regional board, after accepting the responsibility for a recovery support service, fails to successfully implement and maintain access to the service, the behavioral health authority shall, after working with the board to resolve the issue, take over responsibility for the services until the board can demonstrate its ability to regain organization and provision of the services

4.  The regional board shall annually provide a report to the planning council, the regional behavioral health centers and the state behavioral health authority of its progress toward building a comprehensive community family support and recovery support system that shall include performance and outcome data as defined and in a format established by the planning council

5.  The regional board may establish subcommittees as it determines necessary and shall, at a minimum, establish and maintain a children's mental health subcommittee.

39-3136.  FUNDS.
1.  The financial support for the regional behavioral health centers shall be furnished by: 
· state appropriations 
· whatever federal funds are available in an identifiable section within the behavioral health program budgets

2.  Behavioral health services that are financed or contracted by local or federal sources may be incorporated into the regional behavioral health centers subject to the approval of the state behavioral health authority.

39-3137.  SERVICES TO BE NONDISCRIMINATORY. 
1. No regional behavioral health center or regional behavioral health board shall refuse service to any person because of race, color or religion or because of ability or inability to pay. 

39-3137.  FEES. 

1.  Persons receiving services will be charged fees in keeping with a fee schedule prepared by the state behavioral health authority. 
2.  Fees collected by the regional behavioral board shall become part of its budget and utilized at the direction of the executive board or governing entity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
