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Region VI Mental Health Board

Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting:


February 8, 2012



Present:
Mike Stayner, Ritchie Weers, Becky Carrier, Deric Ravsten, Barry Jones, Tracey Sessions, Carl Glover, Zina Magee and Sue Chadwick 
Absent:
John Hathaway, Howard Manwaring, Amy Cunningham, Charlie Aasand, John Conner, Linda Hatzenbuehler, and Kent Hobbs 
Guests:
Regan Cook, Hailey Martinez and Sean McKeana
Next Meeting
March 14, 2012
I. Call Meeting to Order (Mike Stayner)
Mike Stayner called the meeting to order. Introductions were made. Minutes from the January meeting were approved. 
II. Discussion
Adult Mental Health (Ritchie Weers)

The following was presented:
· Ritchie distributed and reviewed information regarding the current statistical report which compares 2012, 2011 and 2010 data. The number of designated examinations is increasing and time on the waitlist to get into SHS has been longer. 
· The mobile crisis unit went out a couple of months ago. It was also utilized yesterday. An officer from the Chubbuck Police Department went out with a Designated Examiner to determine if an individual should be taken into protective custody. The individual was very psychotic and it was determined that he needed to be taken to BHS. 
· The prescriber at HDC, Suzanne Edelman, will be retiring on February 16. Her replacement, Stephanie Clark, will begin February 27. Stephanie comes from SHS and is a psychiatric nurse practitioner. Oversight is provided by region 6 medical director, Dr. Palmer, who comes once a week to provide supervision. The mid-level practitioners go to SHS monthly to do case consults with the doctors there. 
· Adult mental health has had a staff member out since July. It is still unknown when he will return.

· The clerical staff at HDC has had a vacancy which was filled internally, creating another vacancy and again that position was filled from within. The last position was filled this week. 
Children’s Mental Health (Ritchie Weers)

Ritchie reviewed data on CMH from the statistical report. He explained the direction AMH & CMH have been going to work more collaboratively. The two programs have some differences in the services they offer and sometimes individuals who received CMH services transition into AMH when they turn 18. This is particularly the case when a child is involved in juvenile court. There is presumptive eligibility for a youth who was eligible for services prior to being committed to DJC and then released from DJC. The children’s program has more available funds and they offer services not available in the adult program. 
III.

Membership
Ritchie distributed copies of the current membership list. There are still 3 vacancies, which include a position for a parent with a child under 21 who suffers from a serious and persistent mental illness and also 2 county commissioner positions. It is in the statute to have representation for these two areas on the Board. Howard Manwaring has communicated with commissioners from the down counties regarding the positions, but so far they remain vacant. It was suggested that the time of day the meeting is held may be problematic, particularly at certain times of the year with individuals involved in the agricultural industry. 

Last month it was agreed to extend the membership terms for all present members of the RMHB to the year 2013 and also for Mike Stayner to continue as the chairman for the same period. 
IV.

New Business
Zina reviewed information regarding the Cammack Award. This year will be the 26th year the Board has given out this award. PLEASE SEND YOUR NOMINATIONS FOR THE CAMMACK AWARD TO SUE. Hopefully, the award can be given at the April meeting.
The RAC committee met today. Ritchie suggested that it might be a good idea to have the RAC and RMHB begin the process of meeting together. In the past Barry has encouraged RAC members to come to this meeting. There were only 4 members in attendance at their January meeting. Barry will send out an email to the RAC members to see if they would meet twice this year, in the spring and fall, with the RMHB. Sue will facilitate reimbursement for mileage for their members traveling from down counties.
Since the Board has the prerogative to set their own agenda, if members want to be on the agenda, they are to email Sue the information. Different agenda suggestions were discussed, including: reports from the school, NAMI, SHS, PSR, money spent on indigent hospitalization from the counties, and data from BHS and Safe Haven similar to Ritchie’s statistical report. If any additional statistical information is desired from DHW, Ritchie would provide include it in his monthly report. Statistical Medicaid data from the region may be difficult to obtain. Data collection will be further discussed in the March meeting. 
Sue will email out information on upcoming SOAR training. There is a ½ day refresher course and a 2 day course coming up in March. Through the new model individuals are getting approved for benefits within 90 days. 
Becky Carrier reported that ISU has openings for clients at their mental health clinic. They also have bi-lingual services available. They have 24 students looking for projects to become involved in, including gathering and processing data, advocacy, writing and working on a wellness project in connection with Stephen Weeg at Health West. Three students attended this meeting as guests.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. The next meeting will be held March 14, 2012, at the Human Development Center.
/sac
