REGION II MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

November 10, 2011






      1:30 PM
The Region II Mental Health Board meeting was called to order at 1:35 pm at the State Office Building, 1st floor.

Welcome and Introductions

Present (Board members in Bold): Darrell Keim, Jim Rehder, Melissa Anstine, Eleanor Downey, Mike Grow, Lisa Martin, Steve Button, Diana Pals, Teresa Wolf, Rep John Rusche, Vicki Malone, Ken Kraft, Kelicia Schmidt, Amber Seipert, Ron Beecher, Sabrina Wakefield, Barbara Kauffman, Beverly Fowler
Welcome and Introductions

Approval of Minutes –A motion was made by Eleanor Downey and Mike Grow seconded to approve the October minutes.  The motion was passed.  
Board Member Consideration- parent, hospital, physician- Dr. Holmes has retired and Vicki will talk to Dr. Rambo at St. Joseph Regional Medical Center to see if he would be interested in the joining the board.  Jim asks the board to keep thinking of people who might be interested.
Mental Health Courts- Lisa Martin: Nez Perce County has 10 clients and a couple will graduate in the next 6 months; Clearwater County has 5 clients.  They are in the process of starting a mental health court in Latah County and they would like to start January 1st with 10 clients.  Chairman Rehder wrote a letter of support from the RMHB.
BH service impact survey update- Diana Pals/ Eleanor Downey/Sabrina Wakefield: Sabrina presented the report from the survey.  The survey was sent to 109 people and 50% of those people responded.  There was only 1 response from law enforcement and Lisa Martin will follow up to see if she can see if more people would respond.  Vicki spoke with Chris Goetz who believes that some law enforcement agencies may not have had the information that they were asking for.  The purpose of the survey is to show legislators the impact the budget cuts have had.  They will be analyzing the data soon and hope to share the date at the December meeting when the legislators are present. 
BHIC reports- Teresa stated that the BHIC meeting resulted in discovering, according to the information provided by Health and Welfare, there is no way to have pilot projects due to the inability to change the system.  “What the group also learned through the process is, given the structural proposals and the systems change that needs to occur in order to make them a reality, a pilot is not possible.  Rather, if regions form themselves into the entity they desire to be and demonstrate readiness for managing the services they seek to manage, the funding agencies will then have the option of contracting with them.”  They are looking at moving the State Mental Health Planning Council to a State Behavioral Health Counsel.  A follow-up BHIC workshop with Marsha Bracke, will be held, Tues, Nov 15 from 9 to noon at H&W bldg.
State Planning Council report- Amber & Barbara: They have a meeting in January.
Mental Health updates- adult/youth- Vicki: There has been an increase in Designated Exams.  They will be working with their staff to help support/collaborate with the Mental Health Court in Latah County.  She met earlier in the week with Chris Goetz to discuss Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) and training officers.  There are using grant money and will have a train the trainer class in Sandpoint in February.  They will also have two CIT classes in the spring and two in the summer and they will get POST credits.  Vicki disseminated a report regarding the Iris Apartments which showed that in the past year out of the 9 apartments that they have there was an overall average of bed days being filled as 94.45%.  The longest amount of time residents can stay in the apartments is 18 months.  H & W has reserved one bed as a crisis bed in the Iris Apartments.  They have 1 staff person out on medical leave in the Children’s Mental Health Department and have been able to hire a few temporary employees.
State Hospital Report- Ken Kraft: The hospital is running at full capacity (55 beds) and has had a waiting list which appears to be getting bigger.  They are moving many patients out in order to manage the demand.      
RAC report- Beverly Fowler: Kathy Skippen came to Lewiston and listened to the issues that RAC has had with the state.  They are pleased that they were able to collaborate and communicate about the issues.  They are looking into what they need to do in order to establish Pregnant Women With Children in this area.  The Provider Board in Boise were surprised that there was not a misdemeanor probation officer in Orofino as it was one of the criteria to get Access to Recovery (ATR) funding in that area.  The Board also was surprised that the use of ATR funds in this area is very low.  There have only been 3 people who have been deemed eligible and have been referred from ID Dept of Correction to receive treatment in Lewiston.  Prior to the change in the eligibility for treatment there were 76 people receiving treatment.  Changepoint will be closing on December 8th.
New issues/concerns- Rep Rusche reported that they expected to end fiscal year 2012 with excess of revenue of $150-$180 million but they are about $10 million below that projection.   This is the first year in the last 3 years that they are expected an increase in revenue with possible employee merit increases.  The budget is looking better then it has for several years.
Next meeting: December 8, 2011

Respectfully Submitted,
Melissa Anstine
