REGION II MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

December 8, 2011






      1:30 PM
The Region II Mental Health Board meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm at the State Office Building, 3rd floor.

Welcome and Introductions

Present (Board members in Bold): Darrell Keim, Jim Rehder, Melissa Anstine, Lisa Martin, Steve Button, Diana Pals, Rep John Rusche, Vicki Malone, Ken Kraft, Kelicia Schmidt, Amber Seipert, Sabrina Wakefield, Barbara Kauffman, Beverly Fowler, Chris Goetz, Eleanor Downey, Rep Tom Trail, Rep Shirley Ringo, Randy Davis, Pam Hirsch, Brian Pope, Ron Beecher, Senator Dan Schmidt, Carole Galloway, Dean Allen
Welcome and Introductions

Approval of Minutes –A motion was made by Steve Button and Brian Pope seconded to approve the November minutes.  The motion was passed.  
Telemental Health- Randy Davis- The telemental health hub at St. Joseph Regional Medical Center is up and working well for the adults they are serving.  They currently serve approximately 40 adults in Idaho and 30 in Washington.  They have several physicians whose positions continue to remain open.  They expect to have telemental services for children in January.  They are recruiting physicians for those who are retiring.
Board Member Consideration- parent, hospital, physician- Brian Pope, Eleanor Downey and Barbara Kaufman agree to renew their terms to serve on the board as they will expire at the end of the month.  Brian Fry is a suggested person to serve on the board as a hospital representative.  Randy Davis acknowledged that due to the limited amount of physicians that they have that they do not have anyone that could serve as a physician at this time.  Jim will get with Vicki to submit 3 board members for re-appointment; recruitment will continue for 3 unfilled positions.
BH service impact survey update-  Sabrina and Eleanor presented a Powerpoint on their findings regarding the survey that begins to measure the impact of Medicaid cuts. 
Region II Legislators- 
Rep TomTrail- He spoke about the impact that the cuts have had on law enforcement in dealing with mentally ill individuals and the lack of hospital beds that are often not available.  The bills that he is looking at for this legislative session are legalization of medical marijuana, animal cruelty legislation and domestic violence.
Rep Jeff Nesset- He spoke about the global market and the impact it has had.  The growth of the economy is important and prioritization will be important.  They need to look into what really works and what they need to spend the money on.  He is working on introducing Stream-lined sales tax legislation and other tax policy.
Rep John Rusche- He voiced his appreciation for the survey that was done and commented that a summary of the presentation should be sent to H&W, JFAC and other legislators.  He spoke about the limitations that have been put on low income individuals and families who have mental health issues and the inability to meet mental health needs.  He discussed the impact on corrections in regards to substance use and mental health issues.  The issues/policies that he is looking at are health insurance exchange and Catastrophic health funds.  
Rep Shirley Ringo- She spoke about a survey she sent shortly before the voting on HB-260 regarding cuts in Medicaid.  The lack of reimbursement for providers including transportation is providing hardship.  Some clients are providing services free of charge so their clients can receive services.  Support for schools has decreased and Idaho is in need of physicians.  The WAMI program at the University of Washington could assist with this need.  The suicide rates alone show the negative impact that not prioritizing funds for mental health is having.  She is interested in trying to reverse the attitudes in the legislature.  She also is interested in tax policy and education issues.
Senator Dan Schmidt- He is also appreciative of the study and he notes that information from ER’s would be useful to be included in the survey.  He was in opposition of House bill 260 and was not is support of these cuts.  He spoke of managed care and its importance but if it is gauged towards saving money then he cautions against this.  He spoke of the issue of controlled substances and prescription abuse and how this can be managed and determined how big of a problem it is.
Rep Rusche answered Diana Pals question regarding accreditation and commented that the belief was that behavioral health agencies and developmental disability agencies weren’t necessarily providing qualified services. Dept of Health and Welfare will determine accreditation for the non-Medicaid providers and the managed care providers will determine this for the Medicaid providers.
Rep Rusche will give a presentation on Monday at 11:00 to show support for the Idaho Prevention Suicide Hotline at LCSC.  Steve Button and another representative of SPAN Idaho will be there as well as the press.

Rep Nesset and Rep Trail reference a study done by Idaho State University regarding the Idaho Suicide Prevention Hotline and the increase of suicide in Idaho.
Jim explained the process of MH transformation through the BHIC; local control and funding is important in addressing local needs and solving local problems. 
State Hospital Report- Ken Kraft- Ken reported on the State Hospital North dashboard and highlighted that the average occupancy rate is 81%.  The hospital occupancy rate is 60 but they are well into the 90’% occupancy as SHN is only staffed for 50.  The cost per day is $434 which is less than last years $450.  They had a 71% return rate from a survey sent to prior patients who reported a positive experience while at SHN.  A generic form of Zypreza will be available in January which will help with costs but other generic medications may become more costly.  Jim asked about the pharmaceutical companies withholding generic brands to force purchase of name brand drugs; will monitor.
Mental Health Courts- Lisa Martin: Lisa gave a brief overview of the mental health courts to the legislators.  They currently have 9 clients in Nez Perce County and 6 in Clearwater County.  They have a local recidivism rate of 20%.  A mental health court will be established in Latah County in January.
Based on the time and the special circumstances of the meeting, Chairman Rehder, with no objection from the Board suspended the rest of the agenda items until the next meeting.  He thanked the regional legislators for attending the board meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:27 p.m.

Mental Health updates- adult/youth- Vicki/ Brian:

RAC report- Beverly Fowler: 
New issues/concerns- 

Next meeting: January 12, 2012
Respectfully Submitted,
Melissa Anstine
