REGION II MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

MINUTES

Feb 9, 2012
--Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chair, Jim Rehder, at 1:32 p.m. at the Idaho State Office Building, 3rd floor.
--Welcome and Introductions: By Chair Jim Rehder
--Approval of January 2012 Minutes: No Quorum – Will be held over until March, 2012.
--Present: (Members’ names in bold): Steve Button, Jim Rehder, Darrell Keim, Teresa Wolf, Beverly Fowler, Sabrina Wakefield, Barb Kauffman, Ron Beecher, Pam Hirsch, Lisa Martin, Eleanor Downey, Vicki Malone, Brian Pope, Beth Patzer, Diana Pals, Ken Kraft, Dean Allen

--Discussion on board appointments (nominations scheduled for March meeting): There are several Board positions open.  Deadline was 2/8/12.  There are a number of contested seats, so the Board will vote on the open positions; those with most votes will be forwarded to the County Commissioners as our nominees.

The Board agreed to extend the deadline for applications to 9:00 a.m. March 1st, 2012, with the exception of the nomination from the RAC, which will be submitted by March 7th, 2012.

There was discussion around having ex-officio members of the Mental Health Board.  The Board will make decisions at a later time.  
--Updates on Tele-mental health project—Randy Davis: Randy was unable to be in attendance, but had informed the Chair/Board that they have their first child/adolescent tele-mental health referral appointment slated for 2/15/12.  
--State Planning Council report—Amber & Barbara: Pam Hirsch stated they are working with the Cooperative to provide Behavioral Mental Health services.  Teresa Wolf reported the Council discussed Medicaid managed care services that will be provided on incentives.  There is not an RFP out yet.

There was discussion about where the Cooperative is headed over time—how communications might be more effective.  There seems to be a lot of confusion among some of the regions.   
--MH/SUD Service impact survey update—Diana: No response for any hospitals.  Diana asked the Board if there could be a letter coming from the Board asking for input in order for the Board to support them.  There was also a very minimal response from law enforcement.  It is vital to get information/data from the hospitals and law enforcement.  Diana and Eleanor will draft a letter for hospitals eliciting their cooperation in collecting more data.  It will be forwarded to Chairman Rehder to be sent out.  If Chris Goetz and Diana determine that it will be useful to draft an additional letter to law enforcement, they will draft a letter to them as well and Chairman Rehder will send it out.

Eleanor and Sabrina will work to finalize the initial paper and it will be determined what information, in addition to the executive summary, will be made available.  

Eleanor is working with Region I to assist them in developing their own similar survey.  There is interest in other regions as well.

--BHIC update—Teresa, Ron:  Subcommitee was established to draft legislation regarding Transformation.  Did not become finalized.  She doesn’t believe there will be legislation this year to combine RAC and Regional Mental Health Boards.  Their next meeting will be in March.  They don’t want there to be “mandates” for the regions in the legislation.  They want the regions to show “readiness” as they assume some of the responsibilities.
--Mental Health updates – adult/youth- Brian/Ron:  will be hiring new children’s mental health clinician and they’ll be up to capacity of 6.  Have combined children and adult on-call position.  Children in Region II are still going out of the region for acute mental health care/psychiatric placement.  

It has been difficult to track the numbers of children/adolescents who receive acute in-patient care due to there being multiple points of entry into the system.  Jim asked Brian and Beth Patzer to come to the March meeting with a suggestion as to how we can better track placements/raw numbers of kids who access care.  
--State Hospital Report: Ken Kraft: Provided BPA’s roadshow information.  Diana also mentioned they will be in Moscow 2/14/12 at 4:00 p.m.  Commitments at State Hospital North are up.  January they had 84% occupancy.  They are staffed for 55 with a capacity of 60.  Average length of stay was down from December.  Patient waiting days went up from 216 – 336.  Those waiting day costs are being assumed by the clients insurance or State.

There will be a generic roll out of 6 medications from Feb. 29 – May 17, 2012 which will yield considerable savings.  

Dr. Smith will be leaving this spring and they have a lead on one from Washington State and are hoping to have her on board.  

--Mental Health Courts – Lisa Martin: Have also been feeling the impact of the budget.  They have had over a dozen referrals since November of 2011, a dramatic increase.  Nez Perce County should be at full complement of 15 by March.  They are seeing more opiate additions coming into their system.  One graduate in Clearwater County recently and 2 expected graduates this spring in Nez Perce County.  There is a pregnant female due to deliver in a couple of weeks, and will be proud to report the birth as a “drug free” birth.
--RAC report – No RAC meeting since our Board’s last meeting.  RAC providers met with Henry Atencio, Greg Lewis, Suzette Drisoll and Gail Baker from the Idaho Department of Corrections in Boise last week.  There has been acknowledgement that they will be able to increase utilization of network treatment providers and allow more clients (graduating out of CAPP statewide) to receive services.  For outpatient they reimburse 4 hours of group per week and for intensive outpatient they reimburse up to 8 hours of group per.
--New issues/ concerns??  Jim asked for a person who might be interested to follow Legislation/Legislative Session and report back to the Board regarding any pertinent legislation.  Also, think of additional ex-officio positions that might be added to support the work of the Board.
--Next Meeting: March 8, 2012
--Adjourned: 3:20 p.m. by Chair Rehder
Submitted by,

Steve Button, Board Member
--Website: http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/, and our Regional board link

http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Medical/MentalHealth/RegionalMentalHealthBoards/Region2MentalHealthBoard/tabid/686/Default.aspx
