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January 
October 7, 2015

Dear Region II Behavioral Health Board,

I am a founding member of Close the Gap Idaho, an organization working to promote accessible and affordable healthcare for all in Idaho. Our focus is on advocating closing Idaho’s health insurance coverage gap and passing the Healthy Idaho Plan. 
Close the Gap Idaho consists of over 150 network groups throughout the state and is led by a steering committee representing  a range of organizations, including Catholic Charities of Idaho, Idaho Hospital Association, Idaho Medical Association, Idaho Primary Care Association, American Heart Association-Idaho, American Cancer Society-Cancer Action Network, Idaho Voices for Children, Idaho Public Employees Association, Disability Rights of Idaho, Idaho Academy of Family Physicians, Terry Reilly Health Services, Partners for Prosperity, and St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center. 
I would like to invite you to join the Close the Gap Network. Joining the Network requires no formal sign-on; it simply means that you will contribute to our effort in some way. The approaching fall and winter months bring a variety of opportunities for you to get involved in: you can download the attached “Advocacy Toolkit,” register for a webinar series on advocacy, and join a Network workshop. Below are additional ways you can take action and help make closing the coverage gap a top priority this legislative session (for additional action ideas, please refer to pages 9 and 10 in the “Advocacy Toolkit”).
· Schedule one-on-one meetings with your legislators and ask them to close the coverage gap.

· Mail and/or email letters to your legislators (especially leadership) and the governor and ask for support of the Healthy Idaho Plan.
· Disseminate the story collection toolkit to your networks/organizations. If someone you know lives in the gap, help them contact their legislators and tell their story.
· Write letters to the editor and/or editorials in your local newspapers with positive messaging related to the Healthy Idaho Plan.
· Sign up for our Network updates and attend our monthly Network workshops via webinar.
· Pass a board or council resolution in support of closing the gap.
Affordable coverage is still out of reach for the 78,000 Idahoans living in the coverage gap. Now is the time to join with our Network and take action. Thank you for your support, passion, and action on this very important issue.
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Christine Tiddens, LMSW
Community Outreach Director

Catholic Charities of Idaho
Board of Directors
Most Rev. Peter F. Christensen, President; Michael Kennedy, Chair – Coeur d’Alene; 

Pam Thomas, Vice Chair – Boise; Monique Lillard, Secretary – Moscow; Allan Bosch – Boise; 

David “Chris” Carlson – Medimont; Scott Curtis – Boise; Kathryn Harris – Idaho Falls; Rev. Rob Irwin – Jerome; 

Antonio Salcido – Idaho Falls; Laura Alvarez Schrag – Nampa; Douglas Alles – Executive Director 
1501 S Federal Way      Boise, ID  83705      Phone: 208-345-6031      e-mail: info@ccidaho.org

