Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, Region 2
Regional Advisory Committee on Substance Abuse
3rd Floor, Lewiston State Office Bldg.
01/04/12
Dennis Grey Chair
Jim Ruggio Vice Chair
Also in Attendance: Darrell Keim, Liz Chavez, Tim Voglewede, Melinda Sonnen, Summer Overberg, Ron Beecher, Jim Crowley, Christine Winter, Dean Allen, Liz Fowler, Vicki Malone

Welcome Address: Welcome back everyone.

DHW Update: Attendees were given a copy of the SUDs newsletter. Ron Beecher discussed the program updates from the state level that resulted from discussions with Kathy Skippen. A new subcommittee has been developed to help the behavioral health task force make the transition to a co-occurring community. Ron handed out a diagram that is “in progress” to help attendees visualize the changes that are currently being made to promote and facilitate better communication, Ron reminded everyone that this is very much a “Work in Progress” and subject to significant changes. Most CD services will fall into the Medicaid/Private BH Treatment Services block, the diagram demonstrates the separation of powers, not inclusion of services. Vicki Malone discussed how this diagram is an early first draft that is looking at how separation of power will help clear up hierarchy questions. Vicki agreed that the current diagram doesn't make clear where CD treatment services are to fall, and where people who aren't criminals can get help. Dean Allen talked about the financial situation regarding funds for the non-criminal population and why there hasn't been coverage for them in the past. Dean mentioned that with current funding trends, the money to cover non-criminal clients should become available in the near future, and more assistance for non-criminal clients is becoming available. Problems with commitment and motivation were the key issues brought up for discussion as a result of this discussion.

Providers Meeting: Jim Ruggio brought up for discussion a provider association meeting, asking how we would like to see things look, if there could be funding assistance to get things set up, and what we could focus those meetings on to make them look different and be effective. Dean Allen discussed how the Meet and Greet meetings have been designed to do something similar. Melinda Sonnen talked about how difficult it would be to get all providers to attend a regional meeting, and not everyone who can be here is still coming, so we need to look at ways to reach these people so that everyone is able to communicate with each other again. Jim will communicate with others in Latah County to develop a model to get local communication started and report back at the March Meeting.

Treatment Providers Association Update: Beverly Fowler reported that she was unable to meet with the group last time it met and therefore does not currently have anything to report.

Nimiipuu Health Services: Tim Voglewede talked about what is going on at Nimiipuu, there are now 3 counselors providing CD services, there is level I at Lapwai and are working on setting up level I services in Kamiah. The next step will be setting up a level II.1 program in Lapwai. Tim talked about changes that have been occurring at the clinic as a result of their Executive Director (ED) stepping down recently. There have now been 15 ED's in the last 13 years, and there are some changes that are being made to infrastructure that are in the process of being implemented. Tim talked about transportation needs and the lack of reliable transportation in the evenings. Christine Winter talked about ride share possibilities.

Behavioral Health /Co-occurring Update: Vicki Malone reports that Latah County now has a Mental Health Drug Court established, utilizing DHW mental health staff. Vicki talked about the referral process for mental health drug court, they continue to accept voluntary referrals as well as 2511a referrals.

BPA and MH Board Update: Dean Allen talked about the last board meeting briefly, before discussion of the results of the survey providers were asked to complete. Regarding BPA, some minor changes are taking place to meet funding requirements, with ASAM trainings starting in March.  

Lewiston Children’s MH Coalition: Liz Chavez reported that the program has been active for 3 and a ½ years now, creating a safety net of advocacy for youth. Focus is on Middle School youth, addressing advocacy for other students who have disabilities. Using a SAMHSA approved program *Mental Health in Middle School*, from the education portion of the SAMHSA website, that is completely portable and free. This program interfaces well with the programs already in use, meets state mandates and can easily be integrated into material already being taught. Pilot program was a great success last year, just now getting the information in for compiling at this time, for presentation. With success there is hope to move the program to other schools for development. There has been good feedback from other educators who have heard about the program and are interested in developing a similar program for their school districts. Initial input from teachers using the program has been very positive and reports of significant improvement in awareness and advocacy have been significant. More information will be forwarded to Darrell to be distributed via e-mail. Please Contact Liz at 208-746-1169 or eschavez@cableone.net for more information.

Roundtable Discussion: Darrell Keim and Christine Winter discussed the needs for transportation and child care providers that operate in the late evening to assist SUD clients with getting to their appointments. Darrell talked about the prescription drug turn in program in region 2 and the grant proposal he is working on, including Cottonwood and Grangeville's independent programs.

RAC Budget: Darrell Keim talked about the current RAC budget, asked for thoughts on ways to spend the money previously allocated for the Kempthorne award. Jim Crowley talked about moving some of the money for Provider meetings. Christine Winter talked about setting some of that money aside for transportation. Darrell suggested that we move some of the funds to the ICADD scholarship to round it out to $1000 per person for two people. Melinda Sonnen talked about ways we could add money for Hands Across the Bridge and where it would go. There was general consensus that money will be made available for projects as indicated.



Next RAC Steering Committee Meeting: February 1, 9am at State Office Building, CRDS Office
Next RAC Meeting: March 7, 9am State Office Building at 3rd Floor conference room.
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