Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, Region 2
Regional Advisory Committee on Substance Abuse
3rd Floor, Lewiston State Office Bldg.
1/2/13
Jim Ruggio, Chair
Cathlin Berreth Vice-Chair
Also in attendance were: Darrell Keim, Jaci Perez, Jean Anne Moose, Ron Beecher, Duncan Leonhardy, Debbie Winchester, Kris Stensrude, Dana Boyd, Dean Allen, Anthony Tenny, Beverly Fowler, Dennis Gray, Scott Douglass, Vicki Malone, Sharlene Johnson.
The meeting was called to order at 9:05am.
First order of business was telephone call in to Kathy Skippen and Rosie Andueza. Kathy introduced Rosie as the person taking over her position at DHW. Rosie provided her background information so we could understand what she is bringing to the position and outlined what she would like from the RAC boards to help her make this transition. Kathy briefly outlined her new position working on the transformation project. There was general discussion of the talking points from the November RAC phone in. Discussed were the new funding streams coming available and that BPA should be sending out what these populations will need to look like to access these funds soon. New funding sources should become available to Mental Health clients needing SUDs treatment. Domestic Violence Court SUDs treatment becoming available in areas that have DV courts. Kathy spoke at length about the pilot project for youth “Pre-offender” services getting started and she fielded questions about how that program is going to look, who it is intended to serve, and how it would be funded. Cathlin brought forward concerns about funding for PWWC clients in Nez Perce County who are associated with the tribe and need residential care services, and how difficult it has been for them to get funding to receive those services despite being a priority population. Kathy and Ron asked for more information to follow up with and look into ways to assist getting these individuals the treatment services they need. Once questions from the board were answered, Kathy and Rosie thanked everyone for their input and feedback and the phone conversation was ended.
Scott from IDOC discussed how things have been going with the program and brought up that the Governor’s state of the State address, due out 1/6/13, will give a better picture of the fiscal state of IDOC and its ability to provide treatment services to offenders. Scott talked about the recent addition of Face to Face reporting between providers and probationers becoming funded to help encourage communication between these two groups who are essential to offender success in treatment.
Duncan reported that Benchmark has been given an extension on its contract with the state to continue providing Prevention and Education as it has been without interruption. 
Cathlin provided an update report on the status of Nimiipuu Health, discussing their current ability to provide level I outpatient services and progress report on their adolescent program.
Vicki brought up for discussion the direction DHW Adult Mental Health is focusing on, reduction of face to face counseling, moving those services out to the community, so they could focus on crisis services and case management. Vicki reported on Mental Health Court and how it is progressing. Vicki continued the discussion on how mental health clients are currently being referred for CD services and how the addition of funding, brought up by Kathy and Rosie, could be used to further address these client’s needs. Vicki discussed how Mental Health Court clients will continue to receive integrated treatment services through DHW for lesser SUDs issues and be referred out for significant SUDs issues when specialized treatment would be more effective. 
Dean discussed the potential effects of the Fiscal Cliff on Medicaid reimbursement rate reductions, which was followed by Ron who agreed to look into things further to determine what impact the legislative choices would have on the ability to cover CD services under Medicaid.  Dean then brought to discussion the changes happening at BPA and how these changes could affect SUD services for this region. Dean specifically mentioned under the case management/recovery support services that IDOC, not BPA, is responsible for handling the costs of housing support. 
Beverly provided a report on the recent Mental Health Board meeting she attended and brought up for discussion the issues raised at that meeting. Beverly mentioned the presence of Idaho legislators who were present and what they had to say about the direction they see the state focusing on in the coming year. Ron shared that the transformation legislation has made it to the governors office and is on hold there at this time, so we will not know what it looks like until they release it. 
Jim discussed some of the possible changes that the RAC could make in preparation for the expected transformation legislation to make the transition as smooth as possible. 
Darrell talked about the prescription drug turn in efforts, how several cities now have permanent drop boxes, and how marketing for the program could be changed to make it more effective.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sharlene of KCPC provided posters and handouts for the Chocolate Fantasy fundraiser being held February 16th in Kamiah and discussed the event.
Jaci and Jean briefly discussed the Tribal Youth Prevention program and what they have been doing to help prevention efforts at the tribal level. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45am.
Next RAC steering Committee meeting will be February 6th , 9am, at Changepoint
Next RAC meeting will be March 6th , 9am, at the State Office Building 3rd floor conference room.
