​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​DRAFT – MINUTES
REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & WELFARE

Thursday, January 14, 2010
Members Present:  Jaime Goffin, Kim Dopson, Debbie Thomas, Annette Ludington, Nancy L. Kunau, Linda Wright, Dawn Anderson, LeWaynne Jungert, Brent Evans, Gary Kaufman, Janie Ramos, Rita Ruhter, Kevin Pettus, Donna Stalley, Bev Ashton, Bill Brockman, Bill Campbell, Kathy Mennenga, Jaci Urie, Marlene Yardley.
Others Present:  Mari Nelson, Tom Mikesell, Tristan Sollis, Sharon Burke, Shellie Phinney.
	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	
	
	

	Approval of RAC Minutes Nov. 12, 2009
	None 
	A motion was made by Donna Stalley to accept the Minutes as presented, approved by all.

	Sharon Burke, Office of Drug Policy (ODP) and Bev Ashton reported on ODP and ICSA activities.
	Sharon and Bev reported the following activities:  
1.  ODP is planning a spring Law Enforcement Summit.
2.  Explained the Interagency Committee on substance Abuse (ICSA).   
3.  Monitor expenditures.
4.  Shared substance abuse treatment budget.  
	1. Identified entities are working on a statewide Take Back Prescription Drug Program. 
2. Goal of ICSA is to involve RAC’s and Counties as partners.
3.  The budget is monitor by population and funds. 

4.  Holdbacks have affected those needing to get into treatment causing a long and growing waiting list.  Medicaid eligible individuals are receiving needed treatment. Bev reports it is a long complicated system with priority populations.  

	Dawn Anderson DOC reports:

1.  Funding issues & treatment

2.  Re-entry Process-
	1.  I-2524 clients are not getting into treatment. There should not be a wait list for court ordered IOP. 
2. Re-entry clients are interviewed by a Front Load Supervisor who identifies individual needs.  98% of males come out of the Rider Program looking for aftercare. They all have the same basic needs: 1. Housing, 2. Emotional Support, 3. Funds. All go through the same level of re-entry and are assigned a Probation Officer within five days. Housing is a universal need for all re-entry clients. 

Basic skills are needed in the areas of education/understanding.
Rental assistance is no longer available for those in re-entry.  DOC partners with Dept. of Labor to assist re-entry clients with jobs.   

TARC assist DOC with Case Management for these clients.   
	1. The system is moving but slowly. I-2520 Clients (juveniles) have a long waiting list.  A juvenile from region 5 went to Patriot Center for treatment this month.  We need to work with the Legislature to maintain the present level of funding for substance abuse treatment funds. 
2.  Females receive 6-10 months of Therapeutic Community care before being released and DOC provides aftercare.   All go through an assessment process where needed services are identified and offered. 
Most Rider clients and parolees qualify for Case Management and OP services.

	Prescription Drug Committee 
	Gary Kaufman reports the Chairman of this committee has resigned   Only Law Enforcement can accept drugs to be destroyed.  A plant in Utah will destroy the drugs for $125.00 per ton. We lack the funds to have the drugs destroyed.
	Tom Mikesell, Twin Falls County Commissioner, states this is a community issue and Twin Falls County is ready to move forward with this issue. This   committee needs a Chairperson.   If you know of someone or a group, i.e. High School Club who would like to assist with this project let Debbie know.   

	Substance Abuse Facility Report 
	Debbie Thomas reports Walker Center provides the following services: 
1. Adult 38-42 residential beds with  gender specifics services provided. 
2. Co-Occurring capability  3. Ongoing education. 4. Expanded Spanish speaking services. 5. Adolescent tract, family component a struggle.  6.  An Alumni Support Group.  7. Has provided a Prevention Program for seven years with a grant from Benchmark. They teach Life Skills in 14 School Districts to a total of 600 students. The curriculum covers 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade students. Students get involved in community service i.e. reading to others, community clean up. 

	7.  This program is funded through the Statewide Substance Abuse Prevention Contractor Benchmark Research and Safety and is a Best Practice Program. 

	Tobacco/Alcohol Case Coordination

	Nancy Kunau, Case Coordinator, reports project addresses adolescents who have received first time tobacco or alcohol citations. Expediency is an issue in dealing with these adolescents, they are in court within a few day of receiving a citation. All referrals pay a diversion fee of $250, if adolescent is responsible upon completion of the program a portion of the fee is given back.  Parents are ordered along with the child to attend court and classes. Adolescents are given 8-20 hours of community service, they find the place to serve.  At this time there are 23 kids in the program with 36 parents signed up to attend parent groups.  Long term goal-kids do not come back to the court system   
	Prevention/Intervention Program “Toward No Drugs” is used as the treatment program. Follow up surveys are completed with parents.

 

	Grief Support Group
	Kevin Pettis reported on Kids Count Too a special kind of grief support group addressing kids ages 6-16. Children grieve and re-grieve.  
	There will be a program provided at the Boys & Girls Club Feb. 27, 2010 9:a.m. 5:00 p.m. targeting those kids who have lost loved ones.

	ANNOUNCEMENT:  Debbie Tomas stated Walker Center has a job opening: a full time position for a supervisor over Para professionals.  Applicant needs: good management skills, creative, good communication skills, and be available to work evenings and weekends. 

	
	

	Next Meeting:
Walker Center

April 8, 2010  9:30 a.m.
	
	


