DRAFT

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

September 10, 2009

Dept. Health & Welfare, Twin Falls
Members Present:  Mary San Roman, Dawn Anderson, Donna Stalley, Jaci Urie, Bill Campbell, Kathy Mennenga, Lauri Heward, Gary Kaufman, Janie Ramos, John Hathaway, Jack Colmore, Nancy L. Kunau, Launa Noble, Debbie Thomas, Annette Ludington, Marlene Yardley, Bill Brockman, Nadean Smith,  Dr. David Hadlock, Linda Wright.

Others Attending:  LeWaynne Jungert, Shellie Phinney, Mari Nelson, Daniel Chadwick, Jaime Goffin, Tom Mikesell, Kevin Kempf, Sherry Johnson, George Urie, Rep. Jim Patrick, Sen. Bert Brackett, Sen., Chuck Coiner, Rep. Steve Hartgen, Keith Allred.

	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Approval of Minutes for the RAC Meeting July 9, 2009.  
	None
	A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Bill Brockman, seconded by Mary San Roman approved by all.

	Provider Meeting prior to the RAC Meeting Nov. 12, 2009 at 8:30, Dept. H&W, Twin Falls.
	A provider meeting is needed to discuss NADAC, Natl. Assoc. of Drug & Alcohol Committee and other issues.  
	Dr. David Hadlock will discuss NADAC.  Other issues providers would like to address.

	Update from Central Office.  Sherry Johnson is replacing Treena Clark as C.O. representative to this region.
	Sherry referred all to the Sept. SUDS Newsletter for recent information concerning Substance Abuse.  Access to adolescent treatment is an ongoing issue.  At this time adolescents from this region are going to MK Place which has 14 beds for treatment. Trainee status of QP’s needs clarification.  
	The Twin Falls County Commissioners are working with an entity to provide adolescent treatment locally providing additional beds and allowing parents to attend the parent component.
Sherry will get back to us concerning the trainee status of  QP’s.

	Kevin Kempf, DOC, shared of DOC news. 
	This return of 188 inmates saves Idaho money. In the future the department will focus on controlled growth.  The Correctional Alternative Placement Program (CAPP) is taking shape.  Construction should be completed in spring 2010.  Corrections, the parole commission, the courts and the contractor are working to design operations to guide the smooth flow of inmates to and from the treatment program. 
	The opening of a new 324 bed close-custody unit at the ICC allowed IDOC to bring all the inmates back to Idaho.  IDOC saved $1.4 million bringing inmates back to Idaho.  


	Prescription Drug Committee
	Tammy Okelberry, Chair, states Prescription Drugs are drug of choice for adolescents and they don’t understand the seriousness of taking these drugs.  Tammy states do not dump drugs in the stool, it contaminates the water supply.
	Brochures developed for RAC by Janie Ramos were passed out.  Tammy will develop letters that will go to pharmacies and law enforcement agencies with brochures. Letters to pharmacies will be mailed and Gary Kaufman will deliver letters & brochures to law enforcement. Marlene will contact Safe & Drug Free Schools Coordinators and request they provide brochures to students for National Recovery Month in Oct. 

	Youth Education Stabilization Fund (YES)
	Bill Brockman discussed the need for data that proves substance abuse treatment works needs to be presented with this legislation. Legislators shared their perspective on presenting the legislation this year or holding it until next year.  Tax on beer has not been increased since 1961; wine tax has not been increased since 1971. Comments from Legislators:  The State Revenue and Taxation Committee are extremely conservative and if we present the legislation this year we will be presenting to the same group with the exception of one.  We will need to sway five members on the committee to vote in favor of the legislation. This is an election year and no one wants to pass legislation increasing taxes in an election year.  It is not good to pass an increase in taxes in a good year and we are presently in a recession so could be extremely difficult to get this legislation passed this year. We need to get industry on our side, they are strong lobbyist.  Some feel industry realizes they are overdue a tax increase.  We need to identify where the funds are going.    

	If you are interested in gathering data to support YES contact Bill Brockman or Marlene Yardley.  We need further discussion concerning the presentation of this legislation.  


	Keith Allred, of The Common Interest, which represents Republicans, Democrats and Independents from across Idaho spoke on issues concerning YES legislation.
	The Common Interest supports the legislation for the same reasons this committee supported the beer tax in 1961 and the wine tax in 1971. We knew then, and we know now, that alcohol consumption imposes costs on all of us non-drinker, responsible drinker, and excessive drinker alike.   

A substantial portion of the sales tax, income tax, and property tax that we all pay go toward these costs.  Our law enforcement, court, corrections, welfare, emergency services, and healthcare systems are all far more expensive because of the costs imposed by alcohol abuse. Idaho struggles to fund substance abuse treatment adequately.  This year, with general funds shrinking, the Governor has proposed scaling back the substance abuse treatment request further. In the event treatment funds are cut it may be the perfect time and necessary, to raise the beer and wine “user fee” to continue treatment at the present level.  If substance abuse treatment remains totally dependent on general funds, then funding will be uncertain and variable in typical times.   
	Some Legislators appear to feel it would be best to wait a year to introduce this Legislation.  

We need to assess the situation to determine if it is in the best interest of substance abuse treatment to present this legislation this FY or wait a year.  

	Next RAC Meeting:

November 12, 2009
Provider Meeting 8:30 a.m.

RAC Meeting 9:30 a.m. 

Dept. H&W

601 Pole Line Rd.

Twin Falls, ID
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


