REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & WELFARE

Thursday, January 12, 2012 
Present:  Carmalin Resz, Debbie Thomas, Jaime Goffin, Jaci Urie, Bev Ashton, Marsha Stallones, Kim Dopson
	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Meeting was held at DHW on Poleline Road, Twin Falls.
	Introductions and Welcome. 
Meeting started at 9:00 am.
	

	Special Meeting about combining RAC and MHB per BH transformation recommendations

	RAC meeting was held with purpose of discussion being to review plans presented by Mental Health Board (MHB) regarding merging of RAC and MHB and to review by-laws for RAC to allow for recommendations to be made going forth with primary goal to allow for ongoing voice for Substance Use Disorder prevention and treatment. 
Debbie presented an update from the RAC chair conference call this morning regarding the various ways regions are moving forward including Region 1 stating they have RAC on hold waiting to hear on transformation and how it will affect RAC future structure and meetings; Region 3 having joint email distribution lists for RAC and MHB.  DHW CRDS reported that Cooperative is rewriting the legislation to combine mental health boards and RAC. Hope to see a draft in the next month as it is expected to be presented to the legislatures this session. 
Debbie, Jaime and Jaci provided the update from materials shared at Mental Health Board meeting on January 5, 2012 including information that the new combined board will be called the Regional Behavioral Health Community Development Board and information that came from Ross Edmunds to Program Directors – Diagram of the Behavioral Health System of Care including Regional BH Community Development Boards (six bullet points) describing the development through the Cooperative and Transformation process.  It was questioned as to why the RAC chairs did not have this same type of information. 
Discussion moved into concerns, needs, barriers and possible solutions to bring to the next Mental Health Board meeting regarding for discussion about combining into one board:

· Will the MHB take over the RAC resulting in RAC loosing its voice and strength ; MHB already seems to have information that RAC chairs are not receiving from Ross Edmunds

· Where will SUD providers get to meet to have their voices heard

· Concern about equal representation  from RAC as MHB

· Possibly have RAC as a subcommittee under the newly formed combined Behavioral Health Board

· Possibly have subcommittee of RAC on adolescent treatment to discuss wrap around services and need for safe and sober housing
· Possibly see if BPA can support the RAC structure in the future to keep this organization viable

· Can College of Southern Idaho intern do minutes to support the RAC as a subcommittee

· The location of joint MHB/RAC meeting needs to be in larger more neutral location as Behavioral Health office on  Harrison Rd was too small
· Need equal representation on joint board as MHB has currently including: 

Section 1. b. Benchmark contractor (Annette Ludington) and BPA  contractor (Jaime Goffin) 

Section 1. c. RAC chairperson

Section 1. d.  Gary Kauffman (law enforcement)

Section 1.e. three consumers  one should include and SUD recovering consumer

Section 1. f. Provider of SUD  suggested (Jaci Urie/TARC)

Section 1. g. Dr. Lofgran as physician

Section1. h. Mark Lopshire as hospital representative who understands SUD dynamics

Section 1. h. RAC chair or Co-Chair

· Regarding Section 2: appointing authority the recommendation is for b. to also include RAC chair and for c. to include someone like Bev Ashton with IDJC,  Dawn Anderson with IDOC, or Kevin Sandau Chief Probation officer- Juvenile Corrections

	Next steps: RAC chair contact Scott Rasmussen for follow up meeting.
Suggest possible joint meeting with John Hathaway and Ross Edmunds about how rewrite of I.C. Title 39 Chapter 31 regarding statue change for joint MHB/RAC.

	Next Meeting:

February 9, 2012 at 9:30 am at Department of Health and Welfare, Poleline Road, Twin Falls. 
	Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am.
	


