February 22, 2010

To: BPA Network Treatment and RSS Providers, Misdemeanor Probation Officers, Juvenile

Probation Officers, IDOC Probation and Parole Officers, Idaho Department of Health and

Welfare, Regional Advisory Committees, Office of Drug Policy, CP/SUD Liaisons, Problem

Solving Court Coordinators

From: Business Psychology Associates

RE: Changes Regarding SUD Wait List

During this fiscal year, it has become very apparent that the State’s budget will not allow for treatment

services for a large number of individuals who have been screened to need it. BPA has an extensive

waiting list, and it has become obvious that, under the current budget constraints, we will not be able to

provide treatment to those on the list. In an effort to decrease administrative costs, and be realistic in

our expectations, the Interagency Committee on Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (ICSA) has

determined that it is no longer feasible to maintain a wait list for treatment service.

BPA has developed a shortened screening process that will allow us to quickly identify whether a

potential client meets one of the State’s direct admission populations. If they do, we will conduct a full

service assessment and issue authorizations as appropriate. If they do not, we will provide referrals to

community resources that are offering free or reduced‐cost services. Effective immediately clients who

are not members of a direct admit population during the screening will no longer be issued a wait list

authorization voucher.

Clients who were previously required to check‐in with BPA on a weekly basis to maintain their wait list

voucher will receive a communication that instructs them to discontinue the process and suggests they

call BPA for community referrals. BPA has developed an extensive list of resources, and works closely

with providers and community stakeholders to continually update an extensive set of service options

that might be available to them throughout all regions of the State.

The process of issuing a wait list voucher will only occur when capacity or facility admission criteria

dictates the need for a direct admission client to wait for services, or when a current client is waiting to

transition to a new level of care.

We are all saddened by the State’s current financial situation. Please know that BPA, the Department of

Health and Welfare, ICSA and all our partners are working hard to reduce administrative costs, find

additional opportunities to maximize current funding, and search for new funding for substance use

disorder treatment.

If you have any questions, please contact BPA at (800)922‐3406.

Thank you.
