REGION 7 RAC MINUTES  August 5, 2011

PRESENT: Special Guest: Kim Olson; Suzanne Godfrey; Terry Kirkham, John Hathaway, Ron Lloyd; Lt. Jeff Edwards; Steve Nelson; Mary Kirn; Nancy Lopez; Shane Boyle; Darin Burrell; Annette Ludington; Paul Meigio; Val Gardner; Lisa Bridges; Burt Butler, Judge Jon Shindurling; Paul Roberts; Kama Johnson

	Paul Roberts

	Call to order, welcome, and introductions
	
	
	

	Special Guest
	Kim Olson with the Lemhi After School Promise visited the RAC from Salmon. “Promise” is a Benchmark participant. Kim gave a run down of the services offered by the “Promise” and the fact the mission of the group has expanded. The “Promise” has –

· Bridged community partnerships with local law enforcement

· Partnered with the Salmon Arts Council

· Now serve ages 1st through 6th grade children

· Rotate through Life Skills such as sit down family style meals

· The kids participate in all kinds of activities in the community from having books read to them at the local nursing home to skits. 

· Handcrafts such as leatherworking, painting, bird watching

· Club participation with 4-H, Hiking, NASA camp on Enrichment Fridays

· Inspirational speakers to help kids make healthy choices for life. 

· Rodeo rider Wyatt Smith comes to talk to the kids about Idaho Project Filter

· Past graduates of program are now grown and coming back to give back to the group such as the Raptor Recovery program. 

· About 120 kids participate in the Child Nutrition Program 

· The kids hopefully learn how to make good decisions for their lives. 

Kim can be contacted at 208-940-0409


	
	
	

	Special RAC presentation
	Kama Johnson presented an award to Dennis Apple from the RAC. Dennis has recently graduated from the ISU Energy Technology Program. Dennis took advantage of the Partners for Prosperity Initiative that helped him enroll in this 2 year program at ISU.    Dennis started out as a resident in the City of Refuge 3 ½ years ago.  He was homeless, had an addiction that he wanted to overcome, was working at McDonald’s but wanted something better for his life.  He applied at ISU, was accepted into the Energy Tech program and for the next 2 years, lived at the ARK, commuted to Pocatello and became an overnight and week-end Residential Housing Staff member.  Dennis could not be at the meeting today because “HE IS WORKING AT HOKU IN POCATELLO!”  His cousin who is also a RHS staff member at the ARK came to accept the award for Dennis today.  Great job and congratulations from the RAC.  The RAC lauds this individual who overcame all that was holding him back including his addiction issues and is now looking towards a new and bright future.                                                                                                
	
	
	

	Update from DHW Navigation group. 
	Mary Kirn, Navigation Resource and Services gave background, updates & changes of Navigational Services.  Key focus had been crisis intervention but working to make them more stable; community work and development, community partnerships & helping to build programs to make them stronger. 
Challenges: The budget for the program has been cut in about ½ due to the federal economy.  They have managed stable funding in spite of this.

Serves all of Region 7 and Bingham County. They will be hubbed with Region 5 and 6. Staff and budgets will be combined. There will be crisis interevention, but it will no longer be the core of their work. They will continue to build strong community partnerships & do a meeting once a month with many service agencies within the community. Services are shared and discussed.

 The 211 Careline is one way to get referrals, they will attempt to refer callers to resources before a Navigation Specialist is called. Any questions, please feel free to call Mary or one of the other team members.
	
	
	

	Minutes
	Review minutes from last meeting. Terry Kirkham motioned the minutes be accepted as read. Darin Burrell 2nd the motion, none opposed, motion to accept the minutes as read carried. 
	
	
	

	Kama Johnson-
	Included in packets today:

National Drug IQ-this can be downloaded from RADAR-interesting facts w/answers to place in waiting rooms and other areas in businesses. 

Fact Sheet with Commonly Abused Drugs

Georgia Girvan of RADAR has retired and her replacement is Teri Carrigan, a former DHW employee.

Drug Take Back Day-Fall Event-October 29, 2011

Need for scribe to do RAC minutes. Anyone interested, please call Kama. 
	
	
	

	Annette Ludington

Benchmark 
	Annette advised the group her providers came through in a big way this year. With a reduction in funding, ways had to be found to reduce the current funding stream. Rather than Benchmark having to cut specific programs, the prevention providers for Region 5, 6, and 7 came to the table and voluntarily made necessary cuts to their own programs and met the budget balance without forced cuts.  
	
	
	

	Matt Christensen

BPA
	Matt is our new BPA representative. He could not be here today as he is speaking at a funeral out of state. Matt promised he will be back soon and make visits to all providers and get the ball rolling. He appreciates the patience of everyone. Thanks. 
	
	
	

	Nancy Lopez 
EUDL, DJC reports
	No director of Drug Policy yet. 

Nancy contracted out of ODP back into the Dept of Correction. Quarterly the EUDL meetings will meet in Boise in the morning session, and meet in the afternoon with prevention. This will occur the end of October.
In 2011 the EUDL contract will drop from $354,000 to $300,000.  Will continue to offer local law enforcement and coalition grants are $3000. In addition to support of their mini grants, they will also continue to support alcohol beverage control. Some overfunding will go to the Community Coalitions of Idaho- In October, one of 3 annual meetings will be here in Idaho Falls. Alisha Passey is our local representative. 

The Underage Drinking Tabloids, Be The Parent and is in Spanish. A large amount of them are currently housed at RADAR. They also help fund RADAR to enable them to have updated and current information. 
JJ Council will be writing a regional 3 year plan. 

Next meeting will be held in Salmon and hold a presentation for the community-hand out-overview pamphlet. Bev Ashton from Twin Falls will be presenting at this meeting sometime in September. 
	
	
	

	John Hathaway

Regional Director
	~John reported work has begun on the 2013 budget.
~In 2014 the Health Care Act (Obama Care) will come into full effect. 

~Idaho’s foodstamp rate has risen to be one of the highest in the nation. DHW workers are in high levels of stress as the lines do not diminish and the caseloads continue to go higher. In some case they are adding as many as 1000 per month to caseload maintenance.  
~BH Transformational Workgroup (Interagency Cooperative Planning Group) Region 7 would like to do a pilot. More to come. 

	
	
	

	Roundtable

Valerie Gardner-Bonn P/P
	ATR issues on assessments, treatment  in the misdemeanor population-working out those issues. Please contact the probation officers if you have questions on the GAIN I  ATR pays for veterans and adolescents, 

Misdemeanor P/P completed 2nd POST-graduated about  1/3 of the officers are now POST graduates! 

Drug Courts are doing well-Family court needed more stable funding

Paul Meigio will be leaving their Department to accept a position with Juvenile Corrections. Congratulations Paul on your new job! 
	
	
	

	Shane Boyle-DJC
	SUDS, main focus-Sharon Burke-their new Director in Boise-webinars, county, directors, helping, grants for video conferencing (arraignments)-things are moving forward, counties are helping.
	
	
	

	Lisa Bell-Bridges-CLUB
	DUI classes training, employing Life Skills training for housing program-they are seeing a few veterans, self referral, self pay. Overall they are busy.
	
	
	

	Steve Nelson-COR
	Homeless populations are increasing, some drug issues, many successes and very busy.
	
	
	

	Jeff Edwards-Bonn Cty Sheriffis Office
	Jeff advised they are collecting unused drugs at the sheriffs office at the rate of about 30 pounds every 2 weeks not including drug take back days. 

The local drug task force recently shut down 5 stores in Idaho Falls for sale of SPICE/Bath Salts/ Charges are being formulated at the prosecutors office but the seizure of contraband was sizeable. It has not hit the media at this point.
Also Jeff said a new soda drink is out on the market called Kefer, it is laced with THC-the drink is made in Colorado which is a medical marijuana state. 
	
	
	

	Terry Kirkham

IDOC
	Terry said they are working hard on assessments, training for clinicians and basic catching up. They are making progress. Lots of things to get through on this budget, courts have been patient, a lot of clients are being moved around. It has been a very large undertaking. Terry hoped another 3 months will see good progress.
	
	
	

	Susanne Godfrey-DHW
	New Crisis Team supervisor is Michele Osmond replacing Shawna Tobin. 
	
	
	

	Adjournment
	With no further business-Meeting adjourned
Next RAC meeting November 4, 2011 same time, same place! 
	
	
	


