Region VII RAC

November 5, 2009
Present: Wade Virgin, Elaine Sullivan, Heather Chapple, Allen Fowler, David McKinney, John Oakley, Angie Seal, Martha Tanner, Alvin Neal, Alyssa Jones, Valerie Gardner, Lisa Bridges, Annette Ludington, Coleen Erickson, Randy Rodriguez, Jarred Thompson, John Hathaway, Kama Johnson, Shane Boyle
	Agenda Item
	Outcomes/Decisions
	Due Date

	Welcome
	Paul Roberts could not be here today, John Hathaway will be acting in his absence today. 

Kathy Skippen will not be with the group today on conference call due to a very low number of RSVP’s by the due date to the meeting.    
	

	Minutes
	Al Neal moved the minutes be accepted as written. Lisa Bridges 2nd’d the motion. None opposed. Motion carried
	

	Reports:
 Kama Johnson
	~Kama has a new supervisor, Jamie Teeter in Central Office. Her previous supervisor Ross Edmunds, has been named the new Bureau Chief of Behavioral Health

~The Spice Temporary Rule has gone into effect. Work is continuing on a permanent rule. The momentum for removing sales of the drug from local vendors has not stopped however. Cities continue to pass local laws outlawing the sale of it from shelves in their communities. 

~RAC Community Service & Patricia Kempthorne Awards-Kama will send out an email with the documents. Those in attendance today were given hard copies of the nominations forms. Please have them to Kama by 5:00 p.m. on November 24th. The RAC will vote my email on any submissions. The event will take place in Boise during February. 

~A pharmaceutical drop box has been installed on a permanent basis in the Law Enforcement Building here in Idaho Falls. Information was passed out concerning vendors who sell different styles of drop boxes and the costs. Any community who is interested in having a box installed could use this as a template for costs. Bonneville County applied for and received a grant to purchase and installed their box.

~Informational RX drug abuse guide has been included in the packets today. More of this trifold guide can be obtained from RADAR for handout at events. Kama placed a sticker on the guide with the address of the drop off box in Bonneville County. 

~Medicare Part D training and sign ups& open enrollment will be taking place again this year thanks to SHIBA and community volunteers. Every clients who has a Part-D prescription plan is highly recommended to have their plan checked yearly. Companies come and go in the state of Idaho as does their formulary plans listing the drugs the plans will and will not pay for. Yearly check ups for all Part D plans is highly recommended.  The tool this year provided online by social security is amazingly easy. 

~Community Thanksgiving Dinner at the ELKS Lodge at 640 East Elva. Consumers and others who could not have a Thanksgiving Dinner without this opportunity are all welcome. 
	Nov 24th by 5:00 p.m. 
Nov 15-

Dec 31

Nov 25th

	Annette Ludington-Benchmark
	~Annette announced a new prevention provider, Alisha Passey, with BYDC (Bonneville Youth Development Council). Alisha will be sponsoring the annual “Trapped Sober” conference for youth November 11th ,12th  and Town Hall meeting in the evening of the 13th.  Annette said we also have an additional new provider in Leadore as well as contacts in Driggs and Clark Counties. 
	Nov 11-13

	Lisa Bridges-

BPA report
	~IV drug users will be given an authorization that includes assessment and treatment. This will be good for 60 days. The Gain still needs to be conducted in 14 days to match the block grant rules.

~The Meet and Greet in December will have a special speaker. Lisa is working on a great contact for to come and speak on SPICE at this meeting. The date will be sent out soon. 

Trainings: 

Nov 9: Clinical Supervison Training in Twin Falls

Nov 12: Block Grant Review for PWWC and IV Drug Use In Pocatello                                                                       Nov 16-17 Gain Site Interviewer Training-Pocatello This will certify to do the GAIN-

      This may be the last round of training available by the Dept.

      Nov 19: Gain GRS in Idaho Falls

      Dec 2-3: Co-occuring Training in Pocatello

      Dec 15-16: Gain Site Interviewer Training in Twin Falls

~BPA audits are going well. They are working on their new tool to match IDAPA. She encouraged people to work hard on pouring and combing through IDAPA making sure there is understanding on the effects or rules put through on May 1st.  She emphasized discharge plans especially. Please call her if you have questions. 

~BPA has started to do presentations on Outcome Data. 

It will be essential this year to be sure to present good qualified professional documentation to the Department for the audit. John Kirsch will be overseeing that. 

~Lisa asked if providers and clients are using transportation again since S.O.S. Transportation has stepped back into the network.  Those present at the table today said they were using the opportunity again. 

~Lisa has attended some meetings in Northern Idaho. One provider was a medical agency who is also a substance abuse provider was there.  The agency shared they had completed a thorough review of the medications they had prescribed and found the majority of medications they were prescribing were pain medication or addictive medications. A new medical director surveyed the files and became very proactive in shutting their clients off and the clients came back very supportive that it was the decision they needed to make.           
	

	John Hathaway-
	~The Behavioral Transformation Workgroup has completed their work and made their final recommendations on the transformation of Behavioral Health. In this report is a recommendation to combine the RAC and Mental Health Board. It will go to the Governors desk for decision.  Funding availabilities are few. If it goes forward, it will pick up in June/July 2011 and be in place by December of next year. 

~Budget:  there will be some shortfalls again for the Department. More will be announced as time passes and the legislature meets. We do have problems but right now they are solvable. Many states do not have the ability to solve their issues.                                                                                                                           

The group present today asked that it be passed on that providers would like to have a closer working relationship with Medicaid. The providers do not feel they are being notified of what is going on until it is too late. 

~Membership: John spoke briefly to the group about membership and the possible merging of the MH & RAC boards. Due to this, we need to look closely at who is an actual voting member of the RAC. A letter will be sent out to members who have been on the mailing list for the last year or so and ask if they would like to continue being a member of RAC and if they would like to be assigned to an official position on the RAC. As the letters come back, the assignments will be made at that time. Please contact him if you are interested in making a stronger merge between the two.  All comments, thoughts and suggestions will still be considered and valued just as they are now in the present RAC system. If this merge goes forward, John felt like it would be a positive move to make something strong, even stronger. 
	

	Roundtable Reports

John Hathaway


	Jarrod Thompson from IDOC. They are at 99% capacity across all beds. The trio of options is working very well for the no growth incentive. The court system and local projects such as the Wood Project all play into a successful alternative to incarceration. Their budget prediction for IDOC is another difficult 5% cut. They do not know where it will come from yet. 

Randy Rodriguez with DHW Region 7 Behavioral Health reported they are currently serving 626 people.  The services have decreased a little but doing the best they can do. Housing options have decreased.

Coleen Erickson with Senator Crapo’s office said they have been busy with calls concerning Molina and transportation dispatch issues (AMR). Some work and planning needs to go into the transportation program. Clients are suffering due to the confusion and complexity of the system.

Annette Ludington-Starting in February, Annette would like to invite one of our prevention providers to the RAC to do a 15 minute presentation and do that in each of our quarterly meetings. Those present said they would like to do this. 

Valerie Gardner-Misdemeanants are paying for their own treatment. Treatment must be affordable. They are seeing more mental health issues. Drug court is managing population by the budget rather than slots. Commend your Bonneville County Commissioners for their efforts and guidance. They are good men.  

Al Neal- Human Dynamics continue to work towards self pays. They have also relocated their office to the Teton Plaza. Willing to work with all entities to get folks into treatment. 

Martha Tanner-NAMI is hosting their Legislative Dinner Party coming up. They have several legislators RSVP’d to come. Martha invited the members of the RAC to attend. Please email her with concerns for the  talking points. 

Date: Nov 18 Place: 233 Brookside-Idaho Falls 

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Angie Seal said Mental Wellness Center is doing well. They too are working on and reaching to private pay clients who need treatment. 

Shane Boyle  reported the numbers are down and dropping at JCC. They are diverting a lot of kids and keeping the kids in the community. Much appreciation to all those partners who have stepped up to allow this to happen. 

David McKinney with Idaho Falls Rescue Mission said their numbers are starting to go up in terms of occupancy. They can see pressure on the ARK and Ruth House. They are now accepting women with children (1 or 2 kids) on an emergency basis at Ruth House.  They feel it will not be long and they will be full. We also need some other winter options in our area for those who have drug and alcohol concerns that will not allow them to stay at regular shelters. 

Allen Fowler-CLUB is continuing to provide services. The cut in funds has created slots. 

Elaine Sullivan announced she has opened a new business here in Idaho Falls called Sullivan MH Services located at 660 S. Woodruff. They can be contacted at 523-1558. They hope to meet the needs and niches in the community and will take private insurance and private pay clients. They have applied for a Medicaid number. 

Wade Virgin  Department of Labor said they have gone over budget and owe the Federal Government $200,000 million for unemployment benefits. DOL has taken cutbacks as well and do close on Friday afternoons to get their workload caught up. The unemployment rate only went up 1/10 of 1% this month for a total of 9.5% in the state. It is felt the recovery will come. 

With no further business, meeting adjourned. (Pharm Party DVD shown after the meeting) 

	Start 2/4/11

Nov 18th
6:30 p.m.


