SOAR SUCCESS STORIES
John McGavick’s Success Story- PATH 

I want to share some thoughts about the first SOAR application that I processed. That was the one that was approved. I want to share in this short paragraph, that what I did was my job. I got to know my peer. What was different about it was just that simple. I sat with my peer and talked. I gathered quotes from him about what he wanted to do with his life. I asked him questions that were possibly unique, since they were coming from someone who has been there. It all comes down to getting to know the peer that you are working a SOAR case with. What you do then is attempt, the best you can, to let SSA and DDS also come into the peer's life. That is how I did it. I think it took a total of two months from start to finish. It took almost 8 hours of filing and data entry. He is happy and loves to play with his dogs. He is being treated with therapy on his Medicaid.

Raelin Gibb’s Success Stories-ID-HOPE

I began working with a mentally ill client that just came to Boise from Alabama and she was living with her son. She was in denial about her illness, so believed she could still work and do everything else anyone can do. She was encouraged by her doctor to apply for SSI with our help and she agreed. Because she was in denial about her illness, she was very difficult to get information from and thus it was very difficult to write a medical summary report about her. We got through it the best we could and submitted the information on May 27, 2011. The client was later approved for her SSI by the initial application on July 7, 2011. The client was very happy about her approval and said to me, "God bless you for helping me get my social security!"

I began working with a very depressed and suicidal client. She just came to Boise from Michigan and was living with her brother-in-law. She struggled to talk about herself and was irritated about having to give so much information for the medical summary report. She's a very pessimistic person and told me all the time that everyone's always denied with SSI the first time they apply. We submitted the application on June 15, 2011 and the client just received confirmation that she was approved for SSI from the initial application on September 13, 2011. She said to me, "Thank-you very much. I just can't thank you enough for everything that you did for me."

Ruth Ejchorszt’s Success Story- ID HOPE
The client did a reconsideration which began on May 28. The client was living in a boarding home place with no income and about to be on the streets if rent not paid. She got some assistance for rent. She was sure she would not be approved and was preparing to move into her car. She spent a lot of time at Terry Reilly’s clinic as she has diabetes and has had severe trauma and abuse in her life. I can now hook her up with resources to further assist her and she will not be homeless.

