
EARLY CHILDHOOD COODINATING COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

Doubletree Parkcenter, Boise

September 12, 2008
Present: Amber Seipert, Joan Krosch, Steve Felix, Diane Helton, Ida Gustin, Carolyn Kiefer, Doug Fagerness, Mary Dunne, Maggi Machala, Ellen Neff, Mary Jones, Robin Pewtress, Todd Hurt, Janice Fletcher, Phylis King, Nick Arambarri, Marybeth Wells, Stan Burton, Gene Sue Weppner. Guests: Roger Sherman, Kathy Griffin, Sharon Ullman, Nina Dillon, Jeanette Kreider. Staff: Larraine Clayton, Emily LaRocco
	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action

	Welcome, introductions


	Amber Seipert
Joan Krosch
	· Ice breaker included M&Ms and introduction
	

	Housekeeping


	All
	· Carolyn made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 1st meeting. Phylis King seconded the motion. Approved.


	May 1, 2008 minutes approved.

	Attendance Reminder
	 Amber
	· Attendance is important for all Council members.  If you are unable to attend a meeting please let Emily know.  Council members were asked to review attendance policy in the EC3 manuals.

	

	Vision & Mission
	All
	· Ida Gustin, Marybeth Wells, Diane Helton and Todd Hurt discussed their experiences with displaying the EC3 Vision and Mission in their work places.
· Maggi Machala and Mary Jones received laminated copies of the Vision and Mission and will share their experiences at the next meeting.


	Contributing members received children’s Books for sharing
Two members received copies of the Vision and Mission.

	Head Start
	Stan & Carolyn
	· A Power Point was presented to the Council which included a brief overview, Head Start in Idaho, merged Council and shared goals. 
A copy of the power point presentation was distributed at the meeting. Other handouts distributed included: The Head Start Data Book, The Truth About Head Star and two CLASP documents.
	

	State Systems
	Larraine
	· The AmeriCorps *VISTA project is underway. Deborah Allen has been hired and charged with working on childhood issues and system development
· Weaving Together Idaho Child Care Conference will be held September 17, 2008.
· Weaving Together Child Care, a session for city and county officials will be held on November 12-13, 2008.
· Doug Fagerness discussed the outcomes of the County-Wide Community Assessment Project. 
A copy of the survey and outcomes were included in packet material.

· An extension of the SECCS (State Early Childhood Comprehensive System) grant was submitted for approval. The extension is for 9 months and will expire May 31, 2009.
· Contracts have been issued for Idaho Head Start Association, Idaho AEYC and AmeriCorps *VISTA.
Summer Activities for EC3
· 30,000 SCHIP brochures were printed for distribution to County Fairs across Idaho.
· Bright Futures Pocket Guides were purchased and distributed to Pediatrician offices around the state along with a request for response. Maggi suggested Public Health Departments as good recipients for the guides.

Child Care (Day Care) Workgroups

· Health and Safety standards

· Rules (fee change for fingerprinting and background checks)

· Complaint process
· Licensing

ECIC

· The ECIC has a new/direct link.  Promotional items have been produced including stress ball brains and totes for Early Years 08’

· The Logo for the ECIC will be discussed and voted on at the next meeting.   


	Send Rep. Phylis King an invitation

NEW URL

www.earlychildhood.dhw.idaho.gov

	Infant Toddler Program
	Mary Jones
	Status and Updates
· The IT Data System was put to a halt due to lack of funds.

· IT is working on producing an E-Manual which will be available through the web. Orientation for the roll out is set for September 30th from 2:00-3:30pm.

· The Regional Annual Performance Reports were collected.  Reviews and determination of status will be completed over the next months.

· Infant Toddler Program now meets requirements in all regions.

· Teaming and Coaching Initiative had a one day training on evidence based practiced and early intervention.
· Idaho Sound Beginnings is having their Annual Meeting in Coeur D’Alene October 7th, 2008. Save the date cards were distributed.
Data Summary
· The Infant Toddler Data Summary as of June 1, 2008 was reviewed. 
A handout containing the summary was distributed at the meeting.
OSEP Verification Visit
· There will be three areas of focus for this visit: Fiscal, general supervision and data.

· The visit is scheduled for October 28-30, 2008.  A conference call will be scheduled for either October 14 or 16. EC3 members are invited and encouraged to join the call.

Service Coordination Rules
· A proposal that IT program be designated as the exclusive provider of service coordination for children 0-3 and their families was submitted.

· Rules are set to be published October 1, 2008.

A copy of the proposal was distributed to Council members at the meeting.


	E-mail final date for conf. call to EC3 members.

	SCHIP Update
	Robin Pewtress

	· The 2008 Comprehensive SCHIP report was reviewed.

A copy of the full report was included in the meeting materials.


	

	ICCP Update
	Gene Sue Weppner
	· ICCP is going to the Legislature with rules to require background checks for all providers who provide child care in their homes.  Making rules for record keeping more stringent to prevent problems with fraud.
· Funds are being expanded to help Grandparents caring for their Grandchildren to receive TANF (TAFFY) funds regardless if their family receives Social Security payments.
· ICCP data shows that the need for Food Stamps is high and still rising.

· ICCP data shows a possible decline in the need for Child Care due to people losing their jobs. 

· The Energy Assistance Program is working to get more state funds for families to expand the program due to the rise in fuel costs.

	

	Idaho Children’s Trust Fund
	Roger Sherman
	· Roger Sherman gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund including the purpose, funding, grant cycle & distribution, and major initiatives.
A full copy of the presentation was distributed to Council members at meeting.


	

	2-1-1
	Nina Dillon
	· Nina Dillon discussed the Idaho Careline, 2-1-1.  Her presentation included the purpose, service integration, data, outreach efforts and awareness campaigns.
A full copy of the presentation was distributed to Council members at the meeting.


	

	Idaho Voices For Children

	All
	· Several council members attended the Idaho Voices for Children meeting September 4, 2008 and shared their experience and thoughts about the Forum.
· Stan said that he was concerned that their agenda was set up with too little time to address questions from the audience.    
· Amber shared that they passed the ECCC Executive Order, and Amber added that Senator Werk as well as Rep. Shirley who attended the forum both felt that going to the legislature was wrong.  They suggested working with the other two branches. 
· Rep. King thought that was a good meeting and she agreed that at this time it was not wise to try to approach the legislative branch, although it could change in the future.  
· 
	

	Ready or Not
	Larraine
	· Ready or Not by Stacie Goffin and Valora Washington was distributed to Council members.  A request was made for each Council member to read this book for discussion at the October meeting.
A brief summary of the book was included in the handouts.

	Read book, Ready or Not, for next October meeting.

	Policies and Procedures
	Amber
	· The policies and procedures for the EC3 are being updated and edited for more accuracy/relevance of current Council membership.  Changes and/or additions will be drafted and sent to the Council for voting and approval.  Once approved, a copy of the new policies and procedures will be distributed at the following meeting.

	 Vote on new policies and procedures.

Provide a copy of the new policies and procedures to Council members at next meeting.

	Region III Report
	Wynette Howard
	· Region III gave an oral report which included their activities, future projects, goals and accomplishments.
A full copy of the Region III Report was included in the handout materials.
	

	Fingerprint registry
	All
	· A request has come from ICCP that the EC3 take a look at the benefits/disadvantages of developing a central registry for fingerprinting and background checks in Idaho.  Although highly interested, the Council decided they need to find out how big of a job it will be, the scope and the resources necessary before any commitment can be made.  Phylis King volunteered to research the legislative process that would be needed and report at the next meeting.

	Phylis will e-mail the information she gathers to Emily/Larraine.

	Idaho’s Early Childhood Plan
	All
	· The Council was divided into small groups to discuss the five focus areas of the EC3.  Each group was to answer three questions to each focus area.
The questions were:
1. What should the focus be for the next 1-2 years?

2. What do we need to know?

3. How will we measure?

· The results will be compiled and discussed at the next meeting.
	October follow up

	Parent Story

	Sharon Ullman
	· Sharon discussed her experience and life with a daughter who has Williams Syndrome. She discussed the prominent traits and features her daughter displays.  
	

	Region IV Report


	Kathy Griffin
	· Region IV is going to have a booth at the Adventure Island Resource Fair, which is designed for families with children who have disabilities.
· Planning a scholarship fund for parents to apply for which will help cover the expenses of attending a conference/training that is applicable to their child.

· 328 individuals attended the Region IV Family Fund day in June, 2008.  Each family that attended received a bag containing resource information, a handout on touch, smell and hear Christmas ornaments, and fun toys and activities for children.
	

	Idaho State School for the Deaf and Blind


	Mary Dunne
	· Mary gave a review of the Summit on Educational Services for the Deaf and the Blind in Idaho.
· 7 recommendations developed during the Summit and will be reviewed by participants and presented to the State Board in October.
A full summary of the recommendations was included in meeting materials
	

	Announcements/Other


	All
	· Early Years ‘08 will be held November 18-19, 2008 at Boise State University. To register go to www.IdahoChild.org
· Each Council member was asked to sign up to participate on a sub-committee. If Council members are still needing to join a Sub-Committee please e-mail Emily at LaRoccoE@dhw.idaho.gov
· The EC3 needs two Parent representatives for Council membership

	Please submit parent nominations to Emily or Larraine.

	Next Meeting
	All
	October 29-30, 2008
Doubletree Club, Boise
	Please RSVP to Emily
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