Parental Rights and Responsibilities

Parental Rights:

1. Parents have the right to request and apply for Children’s Mental Health services on behalf of their child.

2. Parents have the right to request access to their child’s file and be verbally given an explanation of their child’s assessment and results of that assessment.

3. Parents have the right to be treated with dignity and respect.

4. Parents have the right to appeal any decision made in regard to the care of their child. 

5. Parents have the right to be included in planning their child’s treatment as well as the right to sign the service plan.

6. Parents have the right to decline unwanted services offered to them and/or their child.

7. Parents have the right to privacy and confidentiality regarding the information concerning their child specifically, as well as their family as a whole.  Parents have the right to refuse to sign a release of information for any agency to which they do not wish to provide information.  They also have the right to refuse to sign a release of information for the Department to seek information in respect to their child.

8. Parents have the right to a full explanation of the services offered within the Children's Mental Health program.

9. Parents have the right to receive, both verbally and in writing, eligibility criteria for Children’s Mental Health services.

10. Parents have the right to be fully informed regarding treatment options and methods so they can make decisions regarding their child’s treatment.  

11. Parents have the right to request the Department of Health and Welfare partially or fully fund their child’s treatment once they have applied and been accepted for services.

12. Parents have the right to obtain services for their child without giving up legal custody of their child.

Parental Responsibilities:

1. Parents are responsible to participate in payment for their child’s services. 

2. Parents are responsible to provide information regarding their child so a complete assessment may be done on their behalf.

3. Parents are responsible to actively participate in the assessment, treatment planning, and treatment services for their child.

