DRAFT-MINUTES

REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, July 19, 2007

Members Present:  Don Hall, Jamie Boutwell, George Brown, Janie Ramos, Mary San Roman, Kathy Mennenga, Duke Morton, Julie Kienlen, Annette Ludington, Melissa Clark, Pharis Stanger, Sherri Molina, Dr. Sharon Custer, Bill Brockman, Tammy Okelberry, Bev Ashton, Marlene Yardley.

Others Present:  Kim Dopson, Macey Snelson, John Beer, Pattie Hansen, Kathleen Noh, A.J. Church, Delana Harper, Debbie Thomas, Kathy Blamires, Maggi Machala, Debbie Field.

	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Approval of May 10, 2007 Minutes
	None
	A motion was made by Bill Brockman, seconded by Sherry Molina to accept the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by all.

	Debbie Field, Office of Drug Policy Director, shared Office information and the Idaho Meth Project. 
	1) The Office was presented as an Agent of Change where statewide drug policies and issues will be handled.  Debbie serves as Chair of The Interagency Committee on Substance Abuse (IAC).  The Directors of all State Agencies who receive substance abuse funding serve on the IAC.  They are moving forward in a collaborative manner. All agencies are putting their budgets on the table. 
2) History of the Montana Meth Project was presented. This project has had a positive affect on Montana lowering drug trafficking and use.  The project was given to Idaho to implement. The message of this project is “Not Even Once.”

3) The history involved with the selection of the GAIN instrument was discussed.  This instrument was selected by a united group of substance abuse and mental health providers and will be implemented statewide.    
	1) The Interagency Committee meets the third Wednesday of every month.  This is an open meeting. 
2) Work toward implementing this project statewide in an effort to lower drug trafficking and use in Idaho.

3) Trainers will be trained.  A target date of January 1, 2008 has been identified to start using the GAIN Assessment statewide.

	Senate Bills 1149 & 1142 passed by the FY2007 Legislature. 
	Possible effects of these bills on the substance abuse system were discussed.

SB 1142 provides for the court to order DHW to conduct a comprehensive substance abuse assessment of a juvenile.  Based on the needs identified in the assessment the court may order the juvenile receive substance abuse treatment with the cost of the assessment and treatment being borne by DHW. 

SB 1149 provides for an adult who has pled guilty to, or been found guilty of a felony, or convicted of a felony, or violated a condition of probation, the court, prior to the sentencing hearing may order the defendant to undergo a substance abuse assessment and/or a mental health examination.  If the court, after receiving the mental health assessment and plan of treatment, may under certain circumstances, order substance abuse treatment or mental health services consistent with the plan.   
	Judges are presently receiving training based on the implementation of these two bills.

Further discussion on these bills will be presented at the Sept. RAC Meeting. 

	The Substance Abuse Treatment Provider Group


	The need for a S.A. Treatment Provider Committee to address the issues providers deal with was shared, i.e. reimbursement rates.  
	Bethany Gadzinski, Central Office, is working with 

CASAT, a Federally funded Technological Resource for States to assist with the development of a statewide provider group.

	RAC  Chairs, Central Office, RD’s CRDS,
IAC Meeting July 12, 2007
	The main objective of the meeting was to provide clarification on the impact of HB833 which created the RAC’s and the appointment of RAC Chairs and RAC Members by the Regional Directors in statute. 

Discussion items: 1) The group made a decision to develop individualized by-laws or guiding principles to define/describe the following RAC areas: Leadership and membership, decision-making process, meeting logistics/attendees and making revisions to the by-laws/guiding principles.  
2) Other issues discussed:  Who can serve as RAC chair?  Should providers be able to serve as RAC Chairs due to potential conflict of interest concerns.  
	1) Each region develops regional By-Laws/Guiding Principles and share with H&W Central Office and Office on Drug Policy.
2)RD’s will lean toward selecting chairs with no conflict of interest concerns.  

	
	3) Communication flow between the RAC’s, H&W Central Office, RD’s, IAC and Office of Drug Policy.  The group acknowledged the need for improving communication between these entities and discussed current strengths and areas for improvement.  What information does the IAC need from the RAC’s? 

4) Improved communication between BPA and providers. 
5) Waiting List
6) Regional Budgets;  How to allocate regional treatment funds  i.e. poverty/population, utilization data, or court fillings was discussed.  Because budgeting will be particularly challenging over the upcoming year (i.e., due to SB 1149) the regional budget concept will be difficult to follow. 

7) Building the Adolescent Treatment System.  In the FY2008 Budget the IAC allocated $4,575,000 to adolescent treatment.  Housing, i.e. Respite care is needed for this population.   
	3)  Include all players on Conference Calls.
Develop a Newsletter, share with RAC Members.
4) C.O. & BPA address this issue.

5)Waiting list will be distributed to RD’s,Dept. Correction & Juvenile Correction. 

You may contact individuals on the  list. Confidentiality must remain a priority.

6) The regions need to keep Central Office and Office of Drug Policy informed of regional issues. 
7) Develop awareness in our communities of the need to build a continuum of care for Adolescents.  

	SIPAD/Faith Based Committee
	Bev Ashton addressed the partnership of the RAC and SIPAD

Dr. Sharon Custer, Chair of the Faith Based Committee, is in the process of developing a community-grassroots committee.  The goal is to leave differences at the door and build on commonalities and assets.
George Brown, Chair of SIPAD,  shared this group is preparing to file for a 501c 3 status which would allow them to apply for grants. SIPAD is in the process of developing a Website.  
	An MOA has been enacted to solidify the partnership with RAC and SIPAD.  The two entities share common goals and vision for the region.  

The committee is meeting regularly and membership is increasing.
SIPAD needs someone to serve as Treasurer and develop the Website.

	Dr. Holly Presentations
	Dr. Holly will be visiting Region V Oct. 22-26, 2007.  Dr. Holly is the author of “The High is a Lie.”  Dr. Holly has spoken around the state and is a powerful speaker.
	The Dr. Holly planning committee will continue working on the presentations.

	RAC By-Laws
	A draft of Region V RAC By-Laws were issued, all RAC members were requested to view them and be prepared to discuss/vote at the next RAC Meeting in Sept. 
	At the RAC Meeting in Sept. By-Laws will be discussed and possibly voted on at this meeting.

	Meeting adjourned. 
	
	

	Next RAC Meeting
	September 13, 2007, 9:30 a.m. 
Dept. Health & Welfare

601 Pole Line Rd.

Twin Falls, ID
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


