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Former Post Falls dentist sentenced

Darnell Dick guilty
of filing false claims
for Medicaid funds

BOISE - Former Post Falls
dentist Darnell C. Dick, 36, was
sentenced in federai court here on
Monday 10 three months in prison
and thres months of home deten-
tion for a scheme to obiain Medicaid
funds through false claims.

Dick pleaded guilty to one felony
count on Aprii 4 for the claims he

made through Darnell Dick Family
Dentistry and Northwest Family
Deatal Inc.

He was atso sentenced to three
years ol superwvised release and
ordered to pay S9.000 m crimmal
restitution

Dick earfier paid $280.000, momud-
g $50,000 in Mediczid investigative
costs, i settle 3 peading tederal ¢ivil
lawswit sgamst him. The civil setfle
ent agreement has not yet been
filed.

The United States filed a civil
false claims lawsuit agamst Dick in

March 2004, and a federal grand
lory returned g coimmal indictrpent
against him last June,

Both fawsuits alleged that Dick
made multiple false claims to fhe’

Idaho Medicald program between
November 1999 and February 2001
for dental serwices that were nof
provided to Medicaid patients or that
were not provided as billea

The false claims suit alleged that
Dick fled more than 1,000 false,
exaggerated or duplicate billings to
Medicaid

The scheme {he suit said, was to

!

submit claims for services provided
to Medicaid dients that were not
actually provided

The suit aise claimed Dick filed

-duplicate ciaims, then falled toretund

duplicate pavments.

“When discovered, and to conceal
the duplicate payments,” the suitsaid,
“Thck removed the auplicate pay-
ments irom the patient accounts.”

Specifically, the suit said Dick
billed Medicaid for procedures which
many Hmes were not doneg
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The case was investigated
by the Idaho Department of
Health and ‘Weifare, Division
of Management Services,
Surveillanee ana Utilization

Review Unit and the U.S.
Department ot Heslth ang
Human Services, Office of
Iospector General

Dick has moved to Canada
to his parents’ home a lamily
member said

Dick sold bis busmess to
Michaef Boehm over a vear

ago. Boehm never worked
with Dick. however.

Diclds brother, Delwyn,
aperates a dental office m
Coeur d’Alepe that jen't affifiat
ed with Darnel¥’s former prac-
tices. Delwyn hasn't accepied
Medicaid for about 13 veais, a
tamily member said




