DRAFT
REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

January 8, 2009

Walker Center, Gooding

Members Present:  Melissa Starnes, Darrell Roskelley, Cindy Scott, Tammy Okelberry, Dawn Anderson, John Hathaway, Debbie Thomas, Lauri Heward, Brent Evans, Bev Ashton, , Bill Campbell, Marlene Yardley.
Others Attending: Wade Falconburg, Pastor Mike Holloman, Rep. Donna Pence, Nancy L Kunau, Judge Jack Varin, Melina Gritton.  

	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Approval of Nov. 13, 2008 Minutes.  Visit www.rac5.dhw.idaho.gov
	None
	A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Debbie Thomas seconded by Lauri Heward, approved by all.

	RAC/Community Connections
	Debbie Field, Office of Drug Policy: The RAC’s are where the work gets done.  When accepting the Office of Drug Policy position she assessed the state for strengths in the area of substance abuse.  She did not find a lot of strengths but did find strength in the statewide RAC’s.  Due to the development of ICSA partnerships statewide have wrote history.  Treatment dollars are proving a return on the investments.  Probation violations are down, Drug Courts are successful and we are experiencing a flat growth rate of the prison system due to partnerships and working together.  We now have solid data for three years that we can interpret.  Last legislative session substance abuse was given a one time increase in the budget.  
	Debbie will be presenting the FY2010 ICSA approved substance abuse budget to JFAC January 19th.  The Governor has recommended ongoing funding to sustain our efforts. The Idaho Association of Counties is planning to present legislation to increase the tax on beer and wine to supplement the substance abuse budget. 

	Update-Central Office Issues
	Treena Clark reports: 1-JJCMH, Juvenile Justice Children’s Mental Health Committee is developing a substance abuse screening tool for youth to be used by multiple agencies using a common language.  The Detention Center Clinician Project system recommends a Mental Health Assessment for every child who enters the Juvenile Justice System identifying Mental Health & Substance Abuse issues and following up with parents.  84% of juveniles screened had substance abuse and/or mental health issues.  Research findings from the Detention Center Clinician Project will be available after January 13, 2009.  2-GAIN/WITS The Department is working on a packet that includes Forms and Instructions on how to access the GAIN/WITS interface on the production site.  Packets will be sent electronically to provider agencies.  Provider agencies will need to complete the forms and submit to the Department. 3-Reports, The Department receives a bi-weekly census report and spending report at a statewide level and waiting list information is sent to RDs weekly.  4-Conferences- Due to State Fiscal Year 2009 budget constraints, the Department will not be providing conference registration, travel and lodging for those attending the Prevention Conference in April and ICADD in May.   
	1-Contact Marlene if you would like more information on getting the full report when it is available. 2-WITS- the Department will issue clearance to the site based upon the information and documentation received from the provider. 
3-Reports, RAC would like a report/information specific to Region 5.  Bev Ashton will work with RAC members to identify what information the RAC’s would like to see on a regular report and submit to Marlene-Treena.  Treena will follow up with Bethany. 4-Conferences, no scholarships are available for these conferences through the Department. 

	Tobacco/Alcohol Case Coordination
	Nancy Kunau, Project Coordinator, reports she has completed 140 surveys concerning first time tobacco/first time alcohol citations with community professionals. Short-Term Goals: 1. Implement CONSISTENCY when the law is broken.  2.  Allow for ENGAGEMENT immediately when the law is broken. 3. Provide evidenced based EDUCATION to both juveniles and parents if the need is evident. 4. Hold juveniles accountable by applying appropriate CONSEQUENCES.  Nancy has been visiting with Judge Murray in the Pocatello area who is serving this population with an excellent evidence based program. Judge Murray sees the majority of the kids within fourteen days of the issuance of the citation and provides a lot of education and mandates community service.  Expediency is necessary in treating this population.  This population would be appropriate for services at level .5 ASAM Criteria, Early Intervention.  Long Term Goals:  Intervene immediately on issues before they escalate to major problems. 2. Intervene with evidenced based programs that can be evaluated and measured.  3.  Provide youth and families, who are struggling in multiple areas of their lives, with the opportunity to develop skills, access resources and resolve issues.

 
	Nancy plans to meet with local officials again in March. ICSA will be informed of the critical issues of this project and the need for Early Intervention funding allowing for expediency is seeing first time offenders.  Bev and Marlene will develop a letter to ICSA concerning this project and the need for Early Intervention funding. Support of the seven RAC’s will be explored.  As this project proceeds they would like to engage the RAC to receive feedback.
We need to re-direct ourselves at improving communication, education, and system functioning for the benefit of prevention and intervention when it comes to our Idaho youth. 

	Status of Idaho Code 1925-24
	Dawn Anderson, IDOC, reports this bill was passed by the legislature in 2007.  Upon appearing before the Judge and pleading guilty or if the Judge declares the individual guilty a Mental Health and/or a Substance Abuse assessment may be ordered from the bench.  
339 pre-sentence investigations have been ordered, 144 received substance abuse and/or mental health services.  Many were deported.  
	The needs indicated by the assessment will be addressed and billed to the Dept. H&W. 

Using the GAIN I has slowed the process.  Support is strong from local officials. 

	RAC Chair Report:
ICSA Information, Legislative Event, Community Consortium &
Prescription Drug Project
	The Statewide RAC supported Legislative Event which occurs each year is scheduled for Wednesday, February 18, 2009 in Boise.  From this region Rep. Wendy Jaquet was nominated and received the Patricia Kempthorne Award. Rep. Jaquet will receive this statewide award at this event.  Judge Duff received the Regional Outstanding Community Services Award.

ICSA meeting schedule has been changed to meet quarterly.  

A community meeting was held to explore the development of a Community Consortium.  George Brown presented the consortium idea to a community group and a decision was made to put the development the consortium under the umbrella of SIPAD. The purpose of developing the consortium is to bring entities that have the same or similar goals together to support each other and eliminate duplicate meetings.  The RAC is in the process of exploring community interest in developing a “Turn in Prescription Medication Program.” The goal being reduction of prescription medications that are diverted for illegal use, by theft or misuse.    
	Due to budget constraints the Legislative Event has been scaled down. 
The RAC is looking at partnering with other entities to form a committee to develop the “Turn in your Prescription Drugs Project.”  If you are interested contact Marlene at yardleym@dhw.idaho.gov 

	Drug Court
	Darrell Roskelly, Drug Court Coordinator, reports number of individuals in Drug Court: Twin Falls 72, Burley 15, Blaine County 1, 15 have graduated.  Strengthening Families, a parenting program offered in Twin Falls has openings.   
	Get message to community concerning Strengthening Families openings, this is an excellent program and many parents could benefit from it. 

	Information
	The Prevention Conference is scheduled for April 16-18, 2009.  The date for ICADD is May 19-21, 2009.  
	Due to budget cuts the Dept. Health & Welfare will not receive scholarship funding to attend these conferences.  

	Next Meeting: 
	March 12, 2009 9:30 a.m.
Dept. Health & Welfare 

601 Pole Line Rd. 

Twin Falls, ID  
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


