
From: Andi Elliott
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Ms. Tamara Prisock.... [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 4, 2019 5:23:56 PM

Rx: Birth Certificate

Dear Ms. Prisock,]

I like to think that Idaho doesn't follow "the crowd". We all know that being allowed to change your sex is simply
not logical.

Idaho needs to remain a "voice of reason" and I urge you to nix the proposed change.

Respectfully,

Andi Elliott
Hamer, ID
662-5808

mailto:straighttalkidaho@yahoo.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Dorothy Rutherford
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Change? [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 8:24:37 AM

Changing gender on certificates of live birth seems ridiculous and is far from having any
common sense. Please leave our documents alone and the rules are fine now. Fill our at birth
with the sex we are born with.    Whoever had a hand in the Idaho prisoner sex change will be
on my list to vote “no” for.   We don’t need these changes in our system.
Thank you,
Dorothy Rutherford
241 Cavanaugh Bay Rd.
Coolin, ID.  83821

mailto:dortiwano@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Gena Weyant
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 16, 2019 8:24:10 AM

Science says X or Y chromosome makes you either a girl or boy.... there is no in between.  Catering to a generation
that has been raised to be soft told everything is good, you can do no wrong and everyone gets a trophy does not
change the facts that you either have the X or Y and there are no other mix! Do not give in to the noisy minority
which have no proof to their reasoning.  Feelings are mental facts are facts.

Make the correct decision based on fact!

Thank you!
Gena Weyant

Sent from my iPad

mailto:genaweyant@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Georgia Ryan
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Rule Hearing Statement [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 4:08:36 AM

Your gender is what you were born as biologically. How you self identify is irrelevant. This is
a waste of our tax paying money.

As an Idaho citizen, I REQUEST THAT YOU DO NOT ALLOW THIS CHANGE to a
person's birth certificate. 

A Concerned Citizen, 
Georgia Ryan 
Blanchard, Idaho 

mailto:georgiaryan08@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Ginger Verhaag
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: dcheatham@senate.idaho.gov; rmendive@house.idaho.gov; twisniewski@house.idaho.gov
Subject: Changing gender on certificates of live birth [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 15, 2019 8:19:08 PM

Regarding the rule requiring an attestation by a medical or mental health professional to change the
sex designation on the birth certificate of a minor. I cannot attend the meeting in Kootenai County
on 9/20, but I want to make my voice heard. I absolutely support this rule.

 

Truth be told, I don’t think this kind of change should be allowed to be made for a minor. I do not
believe minors are mature enough to fully understand the impact of changing gender. However, it
appears that will be allowed, so I would at least like SOME kind of professional evaluation and input
before this kind of change is made for a minor.

 

Thank you,

Ginger Verhaag

Kootenai County resident

8363 W. Sunny Slopes Rd.

Worley, ID 83876

mailto:ginnyv812@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:dcheatham@senate.idaho.gov
mailto:rmendive@house.idaho.gov
mailto:twisniewski@house.idaho.gov


From: Heike Jahnert
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 7, 2019 1:36:10 PM

Dear Committee,

A gender is assigned at conception to each person. No hormone treatment or sex operation can
change a person’s gender given at birth. 

Just by thinking or wanting to be a different sex or even some altering of a persons appearance
doesn’t transform the person into a different sex. 

Therefore I urge you NOT to allow minors and adults to be allowed to change their gender/sex
on their birth certificate.

Sincerely 

Heike Jahnert, Coeur d’Alene ID

mailto:hjahnert1@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Howard Kuhns
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 14, 2019 10:02:39 PM

A person is either male (xy) or female (xx) from conception, and every cell of their body
identifies them as such. Gender cannot be changed. If a person "identifies" as different than
they are, they have a mental, emotional, and spiritual problem that needs to be addressed.
Forcing society to accept their false perception as reality is not in the best interest of the
individual or the society. 
Howard Kuhns
CDA
208-215-5900

mailto:howardkuhns@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Jeff Bohnhof
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 15, 2019 10:30:54 PM

To whom it may concern

The upcoming changes to Idaho codes allowing transgender citizens to change the marker on
their birth certificate is a vitally important issue. It will not only protect them from verbal and
physical assault, it is important for their mental health. 

Please move forward with this change and support all of Idahos citizens.

Best Regards

Jeff Bohnhof

mailto:jeffbohnhof@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Jennie Johnson
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 8:30:47 PM

Dear Commissioners:

We relocated from Illinois to be a part of a state that still maintains logical scientific basic
common sense values and policies. While this gender issue may be politically popular. It is
absolutely ridiculous! Please do not change the birth certificates to accommodate the often
young and immature parents' wishes in this regard. Children are born physically male (XY) or
female (XX). The consequences of adopting this policy will be dangerous to say the least and
very tragic for the children identified in this regard.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennie E. Johnson, RN-BC, PhD
8895 West Riverview Drivecoeur d' alene, ID 83814

mailto:johnson.jennie22@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Jesse Sumpter
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Idaho Birth Certificate Rule Hearing [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 5:19:27 PM

Dear Idaho Department of Health & Welfare,

I understand that your department is receiving public input on permitting individuals to change
their gender on certificates of live birth. I am unable to attend the public hearing that is
scheduled for Lewiston on Thursday so I wanted to register my concerns and objections to
allowing such changes.

As a Christian, a teacher, and an Idaho citizen, I share concern for those who are suffering
confusion regarding their sexual identity. The mental, emotional, spiritual, and physical
distress that are part of this confusion is huge and requires true help. People in these situations
need counsel that speaks the truth about their biological sex and their physical identity.
Counsel or therapy that suggests that their gender is different from their physical bodies is a lie
and it is incredibly dangerous to their physical well-being.

It is a scientific fact that a person’s biological sex is a fixed reality, regardless of a person’s
perception or feelings. The biological sex of a person is imprinted into the person’s DNA and
chromosomes. Changing the designation on a birth certificate does nothing to change the
biological reality of a person’s body. For the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare to
encourage this and allow doctors, nurses, counselors, psychologists, and legislators to lie to a
person about this biological reality is harmful.

Allowing this change on a birth certificate also undermines true physical care for these people.
A doctor who is unable to determine the physical gender of a person can do real harm to a
patient. There are some diseases which are gender specific and so it is of utmost importance
that a doctor know the true physical gender of a patient. If Idaho Health and Welfare allows
for this change, then it means a doctor might be hindered in helping a patient and could cause
great harm and damage. Idaho Health and Welfare should not be promoting physical harm to
citizens of Idaho.

Above all, it is important to acknowledge that God has made us either male or female and
birth certificates in our State have reflected this truth. Indeed, it is the duty of the State of
Idaho to represent that fixed reality, that truth, in our documentation for truth’s sake. The State
no more has the right to classify a biological male as a female than it has the right to declare
that the Sun is the color green. The State does not have the right to lie. To do so is to invite the
judgment of Almighty God upon us.

If the Federal Government is being tyrannical and trying to force Idaho to allow such changes
on our birth certificates, then I would urge Governor Little to appeal, first, to God, the
Supreme Ruler over all men and nations, to have mercy upon our State and, second, to the
Supreme Court of the United States to overturn such a wicked mandate. If States are refusing
to obey the Federal Government regarding the legalization of marijuana (e.g. Washington,
etc.), then certainly the State of Idaho can refuse the dictates of the Federal Government
regarding the preservation of the truth on our birth certificates.

Therefore, I would like to urge you to continue to record the biological sex of individuals on

mailto:jesse.sumpter@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


Idaho Certificates of Live Birth and not allow people to change them to something contrary.

Sincerely,
Jesse Sumpter

Teacher
Moscow, Idaho



 

Greetings, 

I regret not being able to attend. Since Bonner County is not being granted its own hearing, and I work 
Monday through Friday, I will have to submit this written statement. 

I am a Document Control Specialist for a medical device company. Documentation is a historical record 
of facts. When our company needs to make a change in our documentation, we must line out the 
original entry so it remains legible, the correction is written next to it with an explanation, then it must 
be initialed and dated. We cannot recreate a new document because we feel differently.  

If we were to make changes to our documentation otherwise, the FDA would fine us and probably 
remove our certification. 

This is why I find it outrageous that a court or a government would allow random changes to a 
document of record such as a birth certificate. That is rewriting history, there’s no way around it. 

If you allow changes of one entry such as gender, why not birth weight, parent’s name, or race? What 
about birth date?  I feel much younger and would like to change the year I was born. Or perhaps I feel 
like retiring early and start collecting my pension, so I would like to change my year of birth to reflect 
that. 

Why only allow two genders? That would discriminate those who believe that are one of the other 57 
“genders”. 

Doesn’t that all sound ridiculous. Stop this nonsense. This is Idaho, not California. 

Respectfully, 

 

Kathy Rose 

Sandpoint, ID 



From: Kathy Rose
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: public comment on proposed rule change: DOCKET NO. 16-0208-1801 [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 7:31:12 AM
Attachments: birth cert.docx

Please see attached comment.

mailto:kathy_rose@gmx.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
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Respectfully,



Kathy Rose

Sandpoint, ID



From: Kenneth Harris
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender certificates [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 4:28:28 PM

Dear Idaho Department of Health & Welfare,

Good afternoon. It is my understanding that your department is receiving public input on
permitting individuals to change their gender on certificates of live birth. I am unable to
attend the public hearing here in Coeur d'Alene this Friday but wanted to take the time to
register my concerns and objections to allowing such changes. 

As a retired pastor and as a former LAPD sergeant in the State of California I share the
concern of others in our community for those who are suffering confusion regarding their
sexual identity. The mental, emotional, spiritual, and physical distress that accompany such
confusion is monumental and these individuals need true help. They need to be counseled to
reconcile their sexual identity with their biological sex. Any other sort of counsel or therapy
is deceitful, encouraging the person to lie to themselves and others. 

Regardless of one's personal perception of their sexual identity, their biological sex is a
fixed reality. We have been created and born either male or female and birth certificates in
our State have reflected this truth. Indeed, it is the duty of the State of Idaho to represent
that fixed reality, that truth, in our documentation for truth's sake. The State no more has the
right to classify a biological male as a female than it has the right to declare that dogs are
cats and cats are dogs. The State does not have the right to lie. To do so will invite the
judgment of Almighty God upon us.

If the Federal Government is endeavoring tyrannically to force our State to allow such
changes on our birth certificates, then I would urge Governor Little to appeal, first, to God,
the Supreme Ruler over all men and nations, to have mercy upon our State and, second, to
the Supreme Court of the United States to overturn such a wicked mandate. If States are
refusing the dictates of the Federal Government regarding the legalization of marijuana
(which they are), then certainly the State of Idaho can refuse the dictates of the Federal
Government regarding the preservation of the truth on our birth certificates.

Let me urge you, therefore, to continue to record the biological sex of individuals on Idaho
Certificates of Live Birth. Such certificates should not be changed unless the biological sex
was misrecorded. 

Sincerely,
Kenneth D. Harris
32672 N. Sheep Springs Rd.
Athol, Idaho 83801
-- 

mailto:idahoharris@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Lynda Fioravanti
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Meetings [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 2:14:45 AM

Dear Tamara, 

I am very disappointed in the State of Idaho disobeying their law in which each county that
garnered enough signatures should have representatives from the state come to their county to
hear our grievances. Having the birth certificate meeting at 9:00 am in Coeur d'Alene is
mostly impossible for me to attend because I live passed Three Mile Corner in Bonners Ferry.
Result, my voice does not get heard. This is government run a muck! 

Our state of Idaho is little compared to California and New York. That's why our Founding
Fathers gave us the Senate, to equal out the imbalance with population centers. You're doing
the opposite thing by only have meetings in very large cities. This is not right. The State of
Idaho did the same thing with the Common Core issue by not having a meeting here in
Sandpoint or Bonners Ferry even though we had enough signatures. Obviously your meeting
then is a dog and pony show in which they have no intention of changing their agenda. So sad
to see this in Idaho! 

I do not agree with people changing their birth certificates. The gender God gave them is what
needs to stay on the birth certificate, otherwise, why have them in the first place? Somethings
are sacred and should never be changed. I feel birth certificates is one of them.  

Hope you'll consider my stance. 

Wishing you the best, 

Lynda 

Lynda Fioravanti 
IdahoProperty@startmail.com 
http://www.NorthIdahoRelocationGroup.com 
Realty Plus, Inc. 
(208) 597-3663 (cell) 
(208) 267-SOLD  
(208) 208-263-1979 (Sandpoint Office) 
(208) 263-5872 (fax)

mailto:idahoproperty@startmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Molly O"Reilly
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changes allowed on birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2019 9:09:55 PM

I strongly favor allowing individuals to alter their birth certificates to reflect the gender they
have found appropriate for themselves. 

Life is difficult enough for those without simple gender identities without saddling them with
birth certificates that cause them legal or emotional harm. 

A generation ago, my family legally changed the surname on three birth certificates of
brothers who had been told they were O’Reilly when Reilly was their legal name at birth. 

Sincerely,
Marian O’Reilly 
413 St Clair
Sandpoint ID 83864

mailto:walkgarden@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Nancy Cole
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Gender Hearing [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 14, 2019 9:46:10 AM

Dear DHW:

I am unable to attend the hearing on September 20th in Coeur d’Alene however I would like to state my opinion on
the subject.

Society has only TWO biological sexes MALE and FEMALE. I am against changing birth certificates to anything
else!!! PERIOD

Nancy and John Cole
Cataldo, Idaho
208-819-6586

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:nancy_cole@icloud.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Pastor Paul D. Van Noy
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Biological sex of individuals on Idaho Certificates of Live Birth [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 4:16:06 PM

Idaho Department of Health & Welfare,
 
It is my understanding that your department is receiving public input on permitting individuals to
change their gender on certificates of live birth. I may not be unable to attend the public hearing
here in Coeur d'Alene this Friday but wanted to take the time to voice my concerns and objections to
allowing such changes. 
 
As President of the Coeur d’Alene Ministerial Association, and as an active local pastor here in the
State of Idaho, I share the concern of many in our community who care for those who are suffering
confusion regarding their sexual identity. The mental, emotional, spiritual, and physical distress that
accompany such confusion is monumental and these individuals need help. They need to be
counseled to reconcile their sexual identity with their biological sex. Any other sort of counsel or
therapy is deceitful. 
 
Regardless of one's personal perception of their sexual identity, their biological sex is a fixed reality.
We have been created and born either male or female and birth certificates in our State have
reflected this truth. Indeed, it is the duty of the State of Idaho to represent that fixed reality, that
truth, in our documentation for truth's sake. The State has no right to classify a biological male as a
female not a female as male. The State does not have the right to lie nor does it have the right to
endorse the mental illness manifested in this form of thinking.
 
If the Federal Government is endeavoring tyrannically to force our State to allow such changes on
our birth certificates, then I would urge Governor Little to appeal, first, to God, the Supreme Ruler
over all men and nations, to have mercy upon our State and, second, to the Supreme Court of the
United States to overturn such a wicked mandate. If States are refusing the dictates of the Federal
Government regarding the legalization of marijuana (which they are), then certainly the State of
Idaho can refuse the dictates of the Federal Government regarding the preservation of the truth on
our birth certificates.
 
Let me urge you, therefore, to continue to record the biological sex of individuals on Idaho
Certificates of Live Birth. Such certificates should not be changed unless the biological sex was
mistakenly recorded. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Paul D. Van Noy, Pastor
Candlelight Christian Fellowship, Coeur d’Alene
Coeur d’Alene Ministerial Association, President

mailto:Pastor@Candlelight.org
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
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From: psk75999@aol.com
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on certificates of live birth [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 16, 2019 2:58:00 PM

Hi, I will not be able to attend the meeting you are having on this subject, but wish to voice my opinion on
this matter. 

I am fully against changing genders on birth certificates for a few reasons;

1. For identification purposes, the state should know whether a person was born a male or female.
Legally, the birth certificate will no longer be valid since it has been altered, or is inaccurate. 

2. People are born the gender that they are born, genetically, this is not open for debate. A simple blood
test verifies this.

3. Even though I am against this practice, it is only fair to the babies that their parents not be allowed to
make this choice for them, especially before they, themselves, know how they identify. This is merely one
more area where the selfish needs or whims of the adults are being considered over the rights of the
child. 

4. The groundwork is already in place for anyone who chooses to change their designation at a later date.
So allow people the right to choose for themselves, when they are old enough to make that choice. 
"Notes: As of April 6, 2018, people who were born in Idaho can apply to change the
indicator of sex on their birth certificate to match their gender identity. "

https://www.lambdalegal.org/know-your-rights/article/trans-changing-birth-certificate-sex-designations

Thank you for your time.
Peggy K. 

mailto:psk75999@aol.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
https://www.lambdalegal.org/know-your-rights/article/trans-changing-birth-certificate-sex-designations


From: RICHARD JOHNSON
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Re: Gender changing. [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 4:20:33 PM

Dear Sirs,
The “gender” of a human being is simple. There is a “male” and a
“Female”. Respectively, one has “male genitals”and the other has
“Female genitals”. If one is misrepresenting, either for someone or for themselves the biological gender of said
human, that would be a lie.
Bearing false witness is also a moral issue. When the State Government turns a blind eye to such practice it is
dereliction of the oath sworn by all government officials.
I strongly object to any tampering or changes made to birth
certificates that would make this first document that all humans obtain at birth false or misleading.
Furthermore, the government officials that would further this abhorrent action or sanction it in anyway should resign
from their
post immediately.
Richard Johnson
Sandpoint Idaho

Sent from my iPad

mailto:rickljohn@icloud.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Steve N
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: Senator Patti Anne Lodge; Representative Scott Syme; Representative Tammy Nichols
Subject: Changing gender on certificates of live birth [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 13, 2019 3:09:52 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am opposed to this idea and rule for a number of reasons:
1) This would never withstand a court review and I can assure you it will cost your
organization a lot of money to defend against it.
2) Live birth documentation is a fact. Not subject to change.
3) If, and that is a very large if, this were implemented you would open a Pandora's Box of
other issues. Not only would birth be an issue but ethnicity, family of origin, criminal records,
prior financial records, and any other fact based item. 
4) I'm unsure which of the rocket scientists in the DHW failed biology but you all really need
to stick with the reality of who we are when born. To cater to such a tiny tiny minority of US
Citizens really undermines the entire system  of the human race. I honestly have no issue with
anything another human being does,as long as it does no harm to another, to be more of who
they really think they are, but change after the fact does not alter the state of origin.

I am also deeply disturbed by the arrogance you have displayed in even making these types of
decisions. If it had not been for my legislator informed her constituency of your intentions this
may have quietly slipped under the radar and irreparable harm done before the state woke up
to this lunacy. I am further disturbed by your not scheduling a hearing in Canyon County
where many of us expressed an interest in this issue. Be advised that none of you are
permanent personnel and are subject to disciplinary action for egregious mistakes you make in
the performance of your duties. And this is an egregious mistake. 

I further encourage you to look more closely at your role in society as helpers and not as
enablers of aberrant behavioral issues that do not concern you.

Submitted Respectfully,
Steve A.Neff
5304 Craig Lane
Nampa, Idaho 83686
208-371-6697

mailto:marinee4neff@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
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From: Stuart Bryan
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing Gender on Certificates of Live Birth [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 2:09:18 PM

Dear Idaho Department of Health & Welfare,

Good afternoon. It is my understanding that your department is receiving public input on
permitting individuals to change their gender on certificates of live birth. I am unable to attend
the public hearing here in Coeur d'Alene this Friday but wanted to take the time to register my
concerns and objections to allowing such changes. 

As a pastor in the State of Idaho, I share the concern of others in our community for those who
are suffering confusion regarding their sexual identity. The mental, emotional, spiritual, and
physical distress that accompany such confusion is monumental and these individuals need
true help. They need to be counseled to reconcile their sexual identity with their biological
sex. Any other sort of counsel or therapy is deceitful, encouraging the person to lie to
themselves and others. 

Regardless of one's personal perception of their sexual identity, their biological sex is a fixed
reality. We have been created and born either male or female and birth certificates in our State
have reflected this truth. Indeed, it is the duty of the State of Idaho to represent that fixed
reality, that truth, in our documentation for truth's sake. The State no more has the right to
classify a biological male as a female than it has the right to declare that dogs are cats and cats
are dogs. The State does not have the right to lie. To do so will invite the judgment of
Almighty God upon us.

If the Federal Government is endeavoring tyrannically to force our State to allow such changes
on our birth certificates, then I would urge Governor Little to appeal, first, to God, the
Supreme Ruler over all men and nations, to have mercy upon our State and, second, to the
Supreme Court of the United States to overturn such a wicked mandate. If States are refusing
the dictates of the Federal Government regarding the legalization of marijuana (which they
are), then certainly the State of Idaho can refuse the dictates of the Federal Government
regarding the preservation of the truth on our birth certificates.

Let me urge you, therefore, to continue to record the biological sex of individuals on Idaho
Certificates of Live Birth. Such certificates should not be changed unless the biological sex
was mistakenly recorded. 

Sincerely,

Stuart W. Bryan
Pastor
Trinity Church
A Reformed & Evangelical Congregation
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho
www.trinitycda.org

“Beware of ever aspiring to such purity that you do not want to seem to yourself, or to be, a sinner. For Christ dwells only in
sinners.” Martin Luther

mailto:sbryan@trinitycda.org
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
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From: warrenmuellerid
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Regarding Gender Changes to Birth Certificates [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 6:44:23 PM

Regarding Gender Changes to Birth Certificates

This makes about as much sense as my being able to change the color of my eyes as listed on
my driver's license.  In fact it makes less sense as a Birth Certificate is a record classified as a
Vital Record, defined as " records of life events kept under governmental authority, including
birth certificates, marriage licenses, and death certificates. In some jurisdictions, vital records
may also include records of civil unions or domestic partnerships."
If we can make whimsical changes to such documents, why keep them in the first place?
The Birth Certificate is an important document used for many purposes in life.  Some of these
are,

Registering for School – Many schools have a birth certificate among the requirements for registration.
A birth certificate serves as a proof of identity and age. This assures that the student is actually who he
or she says she is and is in the correct class based on age.

Obtaining a Driver’s License – Most states require a birth certificate to prove identity and age to obtain,
and in some cases renew, a driver’s license. You may want to talk with someone at the department of
driver services first, but it never hurts to bring along the certificate as proof even if it is not required.

Marriage – In some states, the marriage license process may involve proving identity by providing a
birth certificate. This only makes sense because the marriage license is a very important document that
is used for legal purposes beyond just getting married.

Signing Up for Sports – Especially in youth sports, there is often an age requirement. This protects
children from accidental injury by older kids. Since it is required, you may have to provide a proof of
age, usually in the form of a certified birth certificate.

Travel – You’ll need a birth certificate as it’s one of the requirements for obtaining a passport, of
course. However, it is often used in other circumstances too. Many cruise lines require that passengers
provide a birth certificate upon boarding, especially when a passport may not be required, so they can
prove identity.

Social Security Card – If you need a new copy of your social security card, you may be asked to furnish
a copy of your birth certificate as well as another proof of identity.

General Identification – You never know when you may need to provide additional proof of identity for
a job, bank related issue or to obtain a mortgage. While you won’t be asked to furnish your certificate
on a daily basis, it may surprise you how often it is required.

Dependence on the Birth Certificate is predicated on the usefulness of the information it
contains.  Whimsical changes to that information reduces the value of the Certificate.

I respectfully request the State of Idaho to eliminate any mechanism that allows for changes
such as Gender.  It is a marker of who we are as determined at birth.  That God created
characteristic cannot be changed.

Warren Mueller
Coeur d' Alene, Idaho

mailto:warrenmuellerid@protonmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
https://blog.vitalchek.com/birth-certificates/signing-school-child-will-need


Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email.
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From: Willie Prawitz
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 6, 2019 6:35:09 PM

We need to tell the truth.  Whatever the sex is of a baby that is what should be on the
certificate.
I am so worried about what is happening to our country.  If the democrats who care only about
themselves and not our country want to open our borders, support terror organizations, and
disrespect our police officers they had better let us keep our guns for self protection.  We will
not be able to go anywhere without fear even the grocery store.  We are well on our way. 
Soon, there will be no police and anarchy will prevail.
Now, they think that Christians are crazy.  What has happened to them?
Willie Prawitz
208-416-1234
Pastor of House of Faith
www.cdahouseoffaith.com

mailto:willieprawitz@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
http://www.cdahouseoffaith.com/


From: Amanda Walsh
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender & Vital Statistics [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 10:51:42 PM

I understand Idaho is considering changing the rules for gender assignment on birth
certificates. 
I cannot make the meeting here in Coeur d’Alene, but I would like to state my opposition to
someone being able to officially change their gender on their records without having provided
proof of gender reassignment surgery. I think it’s important that records indicate the
anatomical truth & not the feelings of a citizen. 

Thank you,

Amanda Walsh

mailto:amandaredhead@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Georgia Ryan
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Rule Hearing Statement [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 4:08:36 AM

Your gender is what you were born as biologically. How you self identify is irrelevant. This is
a waste of our tax paying money.

As an Idaho citizen, I REQUEST THAT YOU DO NOT ALLOW THIS CHANGE to a
person's birth certificate. 

A Concerned Citizen, 
Georgia Ryan 
Blanchard, Idaho 

mailto:georgiaryan08@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Anne Wilder
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificates [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 4:15:53 PM

To Whom it May Concern:
 
A birth certificate is a Legal Document, documenting all legal aspects of a human being when he/she is
born. Allowing a person to change his or her birth certificate for ANY reason, sets a terrible precedent.
Would that mean we could now change any legal document we want, based on "how we feel?" Should
Shirley Tample have been able to change her date of birth on her birth certificate to coincide with
Hollywood studios' claim of her age?
 
Allowing a person to change their birth certificate based on a neutering operation is a very bad idea. It not
based on science, nor on any constitutional premise. Please, leave the birth certificate as it was intended
to be: an accurate document of live birth, stating the accurate sex of the child at the time of birth..
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Wilder
349 Primrose Lane
Priest River, Idaho 83856
 
This email cannot be considered Spam as long as it
includes contact information and a method of removal.
To unsubscribe, click on "reply" and write: Unsubscribe
Thank you!

mailto:anne.wildthing@wildblue.net
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Clark Albritton
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: public hearings for Docket 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 8:42:51 AM

Dear  Division of Public Health,

I would like to make the following comment in regard to the public hearing on the ability to change
gender identifier on certificates of birth.  My comment is brief and I hope you will please consider
it:

The State should never participate in assisting in fraud. Since gender is forensically determined by dna,
confusing or obfuscating one's gender by falsifying documents is a fraud.

Thank you for considering my statement.

Sincerely,

Clark Albritton
5818 N Isabella Drive
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815
208-964-6545

mailto:clark.albritton@outlook.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Corrie Puckett
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Transgender birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 1:17:02 PM

To whom it may concern:
Allowing people to decide on their own if they are male or female and change their own birth certificate is
absolutely ridiculous.   This ruling should not be allowed.   There is so scientific backing to a persons whim.    Dr.’s
are clearly able to tell at birth if you are male or female. People should not be allowed to decide.

Thank you,
Corrie Puckett
Kamiah, Idaho

mailto:pucketthouse28@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: dani@warrennw.com
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: RE public hearings for Docket 16-0208-1901 (Changing the Gender Identifier on Certificates of Live Birth)

[External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 1:03:57 PM

Hello!  I understand that this is being instituted due to a 2018 Federal Court ruling and request that
if Idaho institutes a law for the change that it REQUIRES medical proof of sex reassignment surgery
before allowing a change of gender on a birth certificate
 
Thank you!
Danielle Mitchell
208-818-0072
 

mailto:dani@warrennw.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: The Keseloffs
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Comment on DOCKET NO. 16-0208-1801 [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 7:46:35 PM

I think we would be making a mistake to cave to the current fad of thinking that there are 100+
genders. Biologically there are 2 genders. Typically they are obvious at birth, and the birth certificate
should reflect the birth gender as observed by the attending physician.
 
Occasionally there is a baby born with ambiguous genitalia due to one of a few genetic conditions. If
ANYONE was to be allowed to “change” their birth gender, I feel it should be someone born with one
of these conditions. To do it for anyone else, who would be acting upon what they “FEEL” they are at
present, is wrong. It could be a revolving door on their birth certificates. I feel like a girl today and
MUST have my birth certificate changed. Tomorrow, I feel like a boy today and MUST have my birth
certificate changed. Etcetera, etcetera…  It would also prevent those attention seeking parents from
doing harm to their children by trying to be trendy and make their babies (1 year olds, 2 year olds, 3
year olds – you get the point) transgender!
 
Official identification should also follow, showing the actual birth gender. Law enforcement, medical
personnel, first responders – EMS, firefighters, should have accurate information about the person
in front of them so that they can do their jobs properly.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah L Keseloff
Sandpoint, Idaho

mailto:mail@keseloff.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Aydelotte, James
To: Middlebrook, Trinette
Subject: FW: Birth Certificate Gender Alterations [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 2:29:35 PM
Importance: High

fyi
 

From: Idaho Vital Records <IVR@dhw.idaho.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 19, 2019 1:55 PM
To: Aydelotte, James <James.Aydelotte@dhw.idaho.gov>
Subject: FW: Birth Certificate Gender Alterations [External Email]
Importance: High
 
Another opinion received in the IVR e-mail regarding today’s hearing.
 

Kathy Anderson
Program Manager
Bureau of Vital records and HealtH statistics

Division of Public Health
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
(208) 334-5982
Kathy.Anderson@dhw.idaho.gov 

 
Public Health Serving with
     Integrity
     Dependability
     Accountability
     Humility and
     Openness to Change and Innovation
 
From: Debbi <ceadfa@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 19, 2019 1:51 PM
To: Idaho Vital Records <IVR@dhw.idaho.gov>; HScott@house.idaho.gov
Subject: Birth Certificate Gender Alterations [External Email]
 
To: Idaho Department of Health & Welfare
 cc: Rep. Heather Scott  
 
I cannot attend the discussions being held on this matter. I offer this instead-
 
There is nothing in the Constitution allowing those with gender dysphoria, a treatable mental
ailment, to alter birth certificates. No judge has the right to alter the constitution or the law,
therefore, the judge's ruling that Idaho has to allow those with gender dysphoria to alter their birth
certificate and it was "unconstitutional" to not allow them to do so, is invalid. The judge's ruling is an
unconstitutional. Again, judges cannot make law.
 
It is a biological and scientific fact that one cannot change their gender by removing body parts,

mailto:James.Aydelotte@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:Trinette.Middlebrook@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:Kathy.Anderson@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:ceadfa@gmail.com
mailto:IVR@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:HScott@house.idaho.gov


adding prosthetic body parts or flooding their body with a hormone that is already grossly out of
balance and a part of the cause of the person's mental ailment and symptoms.
 
If I owned a business, especially a gun sales business, I would consider any form of ID based on a
falsified gender on the birth certificate to be invalid as a form of ID. If the person also did not check
of any of the mental ailment questions in the affirmative, I would consider their answers to be false.
 
Alterations to one's ID for anything except name changes and updated photos, would make the state
of Idaho complicit in identity and ID fraud. 
 
Gender dysphoria only effects 700,000 American people. We should be looking for ways to help
them properly, not make their ailment worse. Do some research.
 
Debra Matz
Naples Idaho
 



From: Edward Clark
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender Rules [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 2:46:41 PM

We are writing to comment on your new ruling that a parent can change their child's gender
on their birth cert. We are both opposed to this new ruling.  This is a form of child abuse and
will only confuse an innocent child.  Gender is a scientific fact, not a personal choice.  It was
predetermined before birth and is not subject to people's preferences nor choices.    

mailto:eaclark2@outlook.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Hannah Zasadny
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender Identity Input [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 9:06:05 AM

Good morning, 

My name is Hannah Zasadny and I am a wife and mother and three. 

Today I am concerned about the future of both our health and our welfare, as a state and as a
society, in regards to gender confusion and false indentities. 

I understand the desire to be accommodating to all people’s, but my parents always told me
that “if you try to make everyone happy, no one will be.” 
In this specific case, I believe scientific truth and longstanding tradition should be our guide
on whom to accommodate. I think it would both be unwise and societally harmful to allow
people en-masse to lie about their birth sex. 

Logistically speaking, I think medical professionals would be hindered in their abilities to
properly diagnose and address sex-discriminating medical happenings, such as unexpected
pregnancies, etc. 

Logically speaking, I think this would add to even more confusion and true insanity would
ensue. How am I supposed to raise my daughters with any amount of sanity and truthfulness
and stability when men are not considered men and women are not considered women? And
that our government, who is supposed to be “One Nation Under God” sanctioned both lying as
well as denying our God-ordained sex. God hates lying, and it would be morally corrupting for
me to follow this ruling. My religion prohibits it, and my religion is what this country was
founded on, and I think that those beliefs should be respected and upheld, rather than
discriminated against and legally outdated. Our nation was solemnly founded on Biblical
principles and we were blessed greatly because of that. Now that those principles are being
torn down and trampled upon, we will soon not even be the same country and those blessings
may very well disappear. 

Our future and our health and our welfare is in your hands. 

Sincerely, 
Hannah Zasadny 
Wife 
Mother 
Idaho resident 

mailto:goodnightpiper@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: JOY SINCLAIR
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: The birth certificate proposed change [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 9:19:03 PM

Dear Legislators, I am asking that you stop this change. God made us male
& female, we should not tamper with his perfect work. I just heard a
report that many thousands of people have been damaged by the strong
medicines taken to suppress their natural hormones.  In fact it has killed
thousands of them. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration in this
matter.       sincerely Joyce Sinclair

mailto:Joy4thecross@hotmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Kirk Clemons
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Docket No. 16-0208-1901 Item 06 [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 2:57:03 PM

I, Kirk Clemons, am formerly opposing item 06 under Docket No. 16-0208-
1901, titled "Amendment of Indicator of Gender", dated 4-11-19 on this
day, September 19th, 2019.

-Kirk Clemons

mailto:kirk.clemons@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Lynn Hall
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 5:16:25 PM

The state should never participate in a fraud. Since gender is forensically determined by dna,
confusing or obfuscating ones gender by falsifying documents is a fraud. Encouraging this
insanity is legitimizing and inviting more destructive behavior to our republic. 

mailto:hall.jlynn@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Pamela Sullivan
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Allow Gender Changes on Birth Certifies [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 5:01:08 PM

Please continue to allow adults to change their gender on their birth certificates and teen children with parental and
medical professional approval.
Thank you
Voting Idaho Citizen
Pamela Sullivan
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pamelajohn@icloud.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Patrick Ryan
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Rule Hearing [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 2:56:04 PM

Your gender is what you were born as biologically. How you self identify is irrelevant. This is
a waste of our tax paying money.

As an Idaho citizen, I REQUEST THAT YOU DO NOT ALLOW THIS CHANGE to a
person's birth certificate. 

A Concerned Citizen, 
Patrick Ryan
Blanchard, Idaho

mailto:pryan069@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Reed Hymas
To: DHWRules Mailbox; HScott@house.idaho.gov
Subject: Docket 16-0208-1901 (Changing the Gender Identifier on Certificates of Live Birth) [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 1:04:21 PM

To whom it may concern,

I don't believe gender is a thing that can be chosen, anatomically there are 2 choices XX
(Female) or XY (Male) there are no other choices.  Gender is not something that can be chosen
just like skin color, eye color, hair color, all things that are use to identify us even we had no
choice in the matter.  We should not confuse our language and deny science to so that a
handful of people can feel good. 

Please continue to identify people by there biologic gender male or female regardless of what
individuals may chose to identify themselves as later in life.

Concerned Idaho Resident,
Reed Hymas 

mailto:reed_hymas@hotmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:HScott@house.idaho.gov


From: Roger Greaves
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Docket 16-0208-1901 (Changing the Gender Identifier on Certificates of Live Birth) [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 5:57:34 PM

To whom it may concern. If there is to be a rule change, please require medical proof of Gender re-
assignment surgery BEFORE changing the sex on a birth certificate.

Thank you,
Roger Greaves
1482 E White Cloud RD, Athol ID 83801

mailto:roger.trcranch@outlook.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Sarah Santos
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing the Gender Identifier on Certificates of Live Birth [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 2:05:09 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

As a citizen residing in Kootenai County, I oppose this change. However, if Idaho institutes a
law regarding this change, I request that medical proof of sex reassignment surgery be
required.

Thank you,
Sarah Santos

Sent from Outlook

mailto:drmartinez@live.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
http://aka.ms/weboutlook


From: terrie hauck
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Docket 16-0208-1901 (Changing the Gender Identifier on Certificates of Live Birth) [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 9:46:33 AM

Are you nuts!

Born male, you are male.
Born female, you are female.
If you identify as something else in your head, fine.  You are still male-whatever and
female-whatever.
Surgery to change yourself fine, pay to have your birth certificate changed.

Common sense people.

I vote against.

Terrie M. Hauck
Spirit Lake, Idaho

mailto:thauck15@yahoo.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Tim Kurcz
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Docket 16-0208-1901 gender identification [External Email]
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2019 4:00:30 PM

To the Idaho Division of Public Health,

Please record my objection to the proposed amendment to Docket 16-0208-1901 allowing the
opportunity for gender adjustments or corrections to birth certificates of minors based on a
minors gender preference. 

Explanation: 1) Except for rare natural born hermaphrodites; mammals (human and
otherwise) are born with easily identifiable external genitalia which physically determine our
gender.  2) That a minor child chooses to "identify" with, or "desire" to become
another gender is a possible sign of gender dysphoria, a well documented disorder treatable by
family and individual counseling.  3) Minor children are often not physically, mentally, or
emotionally developed to make an adult decision. 

Summary:  Any potential gender reassignment should be limited to adults of age 18 or
older.  There should be no change to existing docket language.  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comment.

Tim Kurcz
12 Coyote Point Road
Horseshoe Bend, ID 83629          

mailto:tkurcz123@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Bonnie Carter
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Vital Statistics Rules 16.02.08.01 ::DO NOT ALLOW THIS TO BECOME THE RULE OF LAW [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 22, 2019 5:57:07 PM
Attachments: 16.02.08.01 Vital Statistics Rule.pdf

Good Morning,

Attached is  my written testimony concerning the Health and Welfare hearing on Monday Sept 23.:

Mrs. Bonnie Carter
Meridian District 21

mailto:bonniec186@icloud.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov



TEMPORARY RULE AND THE PROPOSED TEXT OF DOCKET NO. 
16-0208-1801


My name is Bonnie Carter and I represent myself.


I have sent written copies of this testimony to the Committee Members.


Many transgender people have only recently become visible to the larger society, 
and many, but not all, transgender people experience high levels of distress 
about their gender identity. This has resulted in decisions made by an individual’s 
conscience, rather than the biological physical characteristics of male and 
female. Also, this can just be a result of growing up and questioning ‘the self 
image’ which is often instigated by peers or other external factors to mean 
something it’s really not.


Hospitals record live births which contain vital health information on a form. The 
birth certificate which is issued later is used as a public record. Neither of these 
documents contain any reference to ‘gender’ since gender is not a biological 
reference. Gender is a cultural or social sense of identity.


Birth records and other documents of vital statistics record historical actuality. As 
with other historical documents of record, the information isn’t based on 
perceptions of how one perceives themselves or others. Choosing to change 
sexual identity does not alter the fact that the original event of live birth of either a 
male or a female baby actually did occur.


The change on a viable document of record may soothingly appease the 
individual in question, but we are all a product of our genetic code, and changing 
outward appearances and mannerisms have no effect on that. We are all a 
product of our forebears, and whether or not we are proud of our heritage or 
biological characteristics only means that we can change some aspects of the 
present and the future; and others will remain, feelings and perceptions aside, 
the full sum of who each one of us is.


A minor child is not fit to make these life altering decisions on such a complicated 
issue. A vast array of studies across several disciplines have found that the 
human brain does not fully develop cognitively until the late 20’s and now some 
studies show up to 30 years of age. If a minor perceives themselves in a different 
gender, is it then okay to compel either by social pressures or by law to surgically 
change their outward appearance, or take hormone blockers so they will feel 







more comfortable in the present so they can amend a document of record? After 
all, how many of us who are adults feel, believe and act the same as we did 
when we were children and teens? Should minors then, marry and have kids, 
serve in the armed forces, and vote in elections? These actions are reserved for 
adults to decide for themselves, and the same should apply in this instance.
The rule also has an injunction regarding any future changes regarding gender to 
these documents. Already there are of people who have regretted making these 
types of decisions.


This should not even be up for discussion as this rule is absurd for the above 
mentioned reasons and contains NO compelling State Interest for enactment.


Strike the section of Amendment of Gender Indication. 


Thank you for your time and attention.


Respectfully Submitted,
Mrs. Bonnie Carter
Meridian District 21









From: Brian Stutzman
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: Representative Heather Scott
Subject: Comments for certificate of live birth hearing [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 10:28:56 AM

Dear Department of Health and Welfare,
Since I won't be able to attend your hearings on changed to love birth certificates I am
emailing them here so please include them.

I think changes should NOT be allowed of any type to Live Birth Certificates because it opens
a slippery slope of many problems.  For example, I was born in 1965, making me 54 years of
age.  However, if I wanted to draw social security I would need to be 63.  Can I have my live
birth certificate changed to show  I was born in 1957 if I feel identify as a 63 year old right
now?

If you allow one change to birth certificates you need to allow all.  And frankly me being
allowed to change my birth year or anything else on that certificate is just inaccurate so please
do not allow that change. 

Brian Stutzman
Idaho Falls Idsho

mailto:stutzmanbrian@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:hscott@house.idaho.gov


From: Callie Gibler
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth certificate changes [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 9:15:51 AM

To whom this may concern,

I was very saddened and even angered by the decision to allow people to change their gender
on their Idaho birth certificates.   I see from the article that I read that it was federally required,
however there is no place in the Constitution that requires this rule!  I think that Idaho can and
must challenge this ruling!  If need be, I would fully support using tax payer money in order to
fight this ruling in court.  We can not let the liberal left tell us what is morally right and
wrong.  That was established by God long ago.  What people who have gender confusion need
is our love and care not experimental drugs and surgeries. They need to know that they are not
a mistake!  God loves them and made them for a purpose!

Thank you for reading this!   I obviously have very strong beliefs on this subject!  I believe
that the majority of  Idaho voters would also agree with me and my position!

Thank you again for hearing me and allowing citizens to respond to this ruling!

Sincerely,

Callie Gibler

mailto:calliegibler@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Carol Puetz
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender Change [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 8:03:29 PM

I can’t believe this is happening in Idaho. There are 2 genders. Heard want us to call each
other IT or They. Where have our morals gone. Discussed that MD’s give children hormone
therapy for sex change. How can ant MD or parent to do this and they wonder why our
children are so mixed up. This is being taught in schools in first year. Then request Idaho to
pay a rapist sex surgery who is in jail. Will it never end. Can we focus on issues that matter to
all of us vs a few.

mailto:cpmoosehead@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Clayton Carter
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Gender Change Rule Hearing - 09/23/19/Boise [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 22, 2019 11:11:14 PM

IDHW Rules Unit:

First, I am against the changing of State Birth Certificates since it is an official source
document for the State of Idaho and its citizens born here.  The changing of the biological sex
on this document for the sole purpose of how an individual feels or believes they are is pure
non-sense.  If a man believes he is a woman on the inside then he is simply a gay man. He
should be happy to be so.  No amount of grooming, dressing, surgery and hormone treatments
will change this individual’s sex from man to woman.  Why you ask:  simple, he was born a
male human being.  Even under the forgoing scenario, he will still have the endocrine system
of a man, he’ll still have a laryngeal prominence (Adam’s Apple) in his throat, musculature and
bone structure of a man, and most important, he will never ever possess Ovaries, Fallopian
Tubes, Uterus, Cervix or a Vagina. He would be able to conceive a child and, thereby,
becoming a mother with lactating breast.  Now, am I saying that a man can’t be as nurturing as
a woman, no, but as a man, I can state that the vast majority of men can’t nurture a child as
well as a biological woman can.  My wife was superior to me in this category in raising our
children.  Oh, just for info, most men, approx. 98%, never have their male genitalia
removed…So, I ask you, do you really believe that a person can become some one else just by
feeling?

Secondly, the same can be said for a woman who believes she is a man inside a woman’s
body.  That makes her a lesbian and she should be happy to be so.  Again, no amount of
grooming, dressing, surgery and hormone treatments will change this individual’s sex from
woman to a man.  Despite the forgoing regiment, she will still have the endocrine system of a
woman, she won’t have an Adam’s Apple, she will rarily have be physical structure or
strength of a man, and she won’t have the emotional behavior of a man and she will never
have a prostate gland, testicles, or a functional penis so she could never impregnate another
woman.  No human being can ever change their biological sex and magically become the
opposite sex by simply going through self-destructive behavior that tragicially ends in many
individuals committing suicide.

The American Psychological Association added Gender Dysphoria to their list of
psychological maladies for treatment within the last couple of years because of the growing
problem of suicide within our gay communities.

Lastly, my brother was gay, and I believe he was born gay.  He ever seem like a brother but
more like a sister.  For him, he was born too soon to have gotten to enjoy a full life with HIV
since the medicines for AIDS weren’t available or every effective some 27 years ago.  

Changing the “SEX” status on a birth certificate does not make one a better "human being” or
a more responsible Man or Woman!

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

mailto:ccarter9687@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


Sincerely,

Clayton Carter
Meridian, ID
  



From: corinne miles
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Rules regarding changing genders [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 7:18:41 PM

To whom it may concern: 
As a nurse and concerned mother I cannot condone nor approve of the gender identity change
to Idaho birth certificates that I understand have already been taking place. I am outraged that
public opinion and official public local and state hearings with agreement has not first been
sought!  This is unconstitutional and another liberal move to silence the majority and take
away parental right. At the age of 18 many are still confused about sexual issues and this
causes further confusion. How can a legal  historical document be changed anyway? That is
ridiculous. Biology 101 tells us we are born male or female. This does not change. Look at the
chromosomes if you're confused. Check your facts this issue is causing more mental health
issues and many suicides in our culture. Please hear our voices. We have a say. 

Concerned citizen, mother and nurse
C Miles

mailto:cmiles1141@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Debbi
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing the Gender Identifier on Certificates of Live Birth [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 22, 2019 8:05:10 PM

I cannot attend the discussions being held on this matter. I offer this instead-

 

There is nothing in the Constitution allowing those with gender dysphoria, a treatable mental
ailment, to alter birth certificates. No judge has the right to alter the constitution or the law,
therefore, the judge's ruling that Idaho has to allow those with gender dysphoria to alter their
birth certificate and it was "unconstitutional" to not allow them to do so, is invalid. The judge's
ruling is an unconstitutional. Again, judges cannot make law.

 

It is a biological and scientific fact that one cannot change their gender by removing body
parts, adding prosthetic body parts or flooding their body with a hormone that is already
grossly out of balance and a part of the cause of the person's mental ailment and symptoms.

 

If I owned a business, especially a gun sales business, I would consider any form of ID based
on a falsified gender on the birth certificate to be invalid as a form of ID. If the person also did
not check of any of the mental ailment questions in the affirmative, I would consider their
answers to be false.

 

Alterations to one's ID for anything except name changes and updated photos, would make the
state of Idaho complicit in identity and ID fraud. 

 

Gender dysphoria only effects 700,000 American people. We should be looking for ways to
help them properly, not make their ailment worse. Do some research.

 

Debra Matz

Naples Idaho

mailto:ceadfa@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Gabrianna S Milloway
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: IDAPA 16.02.08 [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 9:07:13 PM

Hello,

My name is Gabrianna Milloway, and I'm writing regarding some concerns I have about the
proposed change to IDAPA 16.02.08. My partner of two years is a male-to-female
transgender woman and I've seen firsthand the struggles she has to face daily, so
transgender rights are a very important topic to me. 

While the proposed change sounds reasonable and insignificant on the surface, it is
actually much harder for transgender individuals to navigate than you might expect.
Obtaining a signed form from a medical professional requires finding a doctor with a proper
understanding of transgenderism, as well as the ability to afford medical care. Proper
healthcare for trans people is often quite hard to find, especially in conservative states, and
isn't even accessible to those who can't afford it.

Transgenderism isn't a phase or something that is done for attention, and an adolescent
who feels so dysphoric that they are seeking to change their birth certificate isn't going to
outgrow it in a few years. Instead of requiring a signed form from a medical professional, I
propose that you allow adolescents over the age of 13 to change the gender listed on their
birth certificate without permission from a parent. Most trans kids grow up in unsupportive
homes and have to suppress their identity, often to the point that they become suicidal.
Many aren't even safely able to come out to their parents, so requiring parental consent for
a legal gender change is unreasonable. 

Trans teens have incredibly high suicide attempt rates. 30% of MtF trans teens and 50% of
FtM trans teens have attempted suicide at least once, and providing them with the ability to
fully identify with their preferred gender is essential in supporting them. 
Another issue is the 40% suicide attempt rate of non-binary teens. Several states have
already made changes that allow individuals to legally change their gender to something
other than male or female, and it would amazing to see Idaho implement something similar
as well. 

Thank you for your time in reading this, I appreciate the opportunity to voice my concerns.

Sincerely, 

Gabrianna Milloway

mailto:ria.milloway@cei.edu
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Janet Clark
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender Rules [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 10:53:20 AM

I am writing to comment on your new ruling that a parent can change their child's gender on
their birth cert. I am opposed to this new ruling.  This is a form of child abuse and will only
confuse an innocent child.  Gender is a scientific fact, not a personal choice.  It was
predetermined before birth and is not subject to people's preferences or choices.

Janet L. Clark
632 Winona Road
Kamiah, ID 83536

mailto:jlclark1052@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: circlew@povn.com
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificates [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 11:24:43 AM

Dear House Rules Committee,
               Birth Certificates are a legal document and no one should be allowed to change what they
say. If a person is born a male or a female that is it and they should not be allowed to change it on
their birth certificate.
Respectfully,
John F. Weyant
 

mailto:circlew@povn.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Jonna Plante
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Live Birth Certificate changes [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 5:06:01 PM

To Whom it May Concern,

Why are the people of the state of Idaho being denied our rights of negotiating rule making 
and allowing decisions be made by a District court?

I am concerned that Idaho will be changed and manipulated to be politically correct and to 
bow down to an extremely small perception of people who have different “feelings” than their 
biological factors, their chromosomes, and their genitalia that they were born with. Facts will 
always remain to be facts- males have an XY chromosome and a females have two X 
chromosomes and verifiable which should be a permanent part of our records and legal 
documents that should not be able to be changed due and opinion or feelings a person has.

It doesn’t matter how much a man or a women favors or is feels their thought are similar to the 
the opposite sex and feels more at home, or comfortable in what society may claim to be more 
male or female, it’s the proof of biological makeup, the genitalia, and the chromosomes of a 
person that makes them male or female and that’s the truth we need to document on legal 
documentation and allowing change based on a choice, will destroy the fabric of our society 
and allowing this change is ludicrous. 

Jonna Plante
Sagle, ID

mailto:jonnagyp@frontier.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Neil Ragan
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Representative Heather Scott"s Response to Transgender Advancements [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 12:45:29 PM

As a practicing Idaho physician who provides primary medical care to a sizeable number of
transgender individuals of all ages, I am concerned – and mystified – by Representative Heather
Scott’s campaign to reverse the ability of transgender Idaho citizens to change their gender marker
on their birth certificate.
 
A digital update sent by the Idaho Legislature on 18 September featured Representative Scott, from
District 1.  The print and graphics were offensive, ignorant, and fear-mongering, without any regard
to the lives of a marginalized minority of Idahoans (less than 0.3%, according to current estimates)
who struggle to achieve and maintain the same civil rights enjoyed by the wider population. 
 
These individuals continue to endure significant discrimination in employment, housing, and
healthcare.  Currently only two states – Tennessee and Ohio – do not permit the birth certificate to
be amended to reflect the individual’s sexual identity.  While birth certificate gender annotation may
seem relatively trivial, in practical terms it facilitates such normal life activities as obtaining a
passport and getting a job.  Official documents which are incongruent in the gender marker
designation (for example, the birth certificate lists one gender; the driver’s license another gender)
create unnecessary barriers for transgender individuals.
 
I urge the Department of Health & Welfare to continue to advocate for the health and welfare of ALL
Idahoans, including – even especially – marginalized and underserved minorities.
 
Joseph N. Ragan, M.D.
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: This transmittal is privileged and confidential communication and is
covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521. This
message, along with any and all attachments, is a private communication intended solely for
the personal and confidential use of the entity or individual(s) named as recipients. If you are
NOT named as an intended recipient, you must delete this message and notify the sender
immediately by telephone. In such case, you are hereby notified that any and all disclosures,
copying, distribution, or use is strictly prohibited.

mailto:nragan@healthwestinc.org
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From: Katy Randle
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: 16.02.08 [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 22, 2019 11:01:56 PM

 I wish to put my name in  support for your support for rule 16.02.08 allowing trans adults to change their gender
marker on Idaho birth certificate This should be a non issue at this point but society seems bent on some
backward thoughts. Please allow person(s) the ability to provide safe and accurate data on themselves for the use
of others, think about the correct identifying information that we are all required to carry pretty much everywhere
now. 

Katy Randle
KDLish@live.com

mailto:kdlish@live.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Priscillakay28
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender Hearing-16 02 08 [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 10:55:15 AM

Gender Hearing-
Dept of Health and Welfare

Health and Welfare, I am here to comment on 16 02 08 Vital Statistics Rules
in regards to gender change on birth certificates.

My name is Kay... I represent myself, my family....  my Community, parents and women around the great state of
Idaho.

I ask that you strike the section to alter gender for any other reason but to make corrections based on biological
physical male and female.

Although gender identity has gained some footing we need to be aware of the dangers! Biological identification
should always remain on birth records and identification.

Anyone should agree that this confusion could make identifying an individual impossible mainly due to proper
identification for many reasons, one being crime.
This could have some major contributes to a rise in crime and the inability to prosecute. this needs further
consideration.

It would be detrimental for law enforcement, courts and victims in rape cases.
In cases where biological males would be permitted in a biological female facilities. Bathrooms/changing rooms,
Youth group homes, female mental hospital wings, a woman’s domestic abuse shelter or safe houses for women and
children, a jail, prison, etc.
This potentially makes for abusive situations at the blessing of this rule as protection and poses a major safety risk.

This does not serve Idahoans well and will not benefit us as a state in any way.  This is a detrimental step in a
slippery direction.  In fact it has the great risk of being a major threat for violations of personal rights and
protections of the public on so many levels.

I mean, could you imagine being a victim of domestic violence with severe trust issues to then be placed in a safe
shelter with a roommate who is a biological male? This would be a clear violation of the victims rights.

How about our children growing up not know who their friends are or people they may start to date? That is
terrifying!

The room for abuse of this rule by those who wish to utilize it for their own perversion and benefit is endless and we
cannot stand by watching our culture blur the biological and physical lines on this matter.

Finally, there is the possibility that one changes their gender identity and then later changes their mind as life goes
on. This gender regret would not be
permitted as the current rule is written. This is minor but should not even be up for discussion as this rule is
rediculous and frivolous for our Vital Records Dept.

This rule CONFIRS NO BENEFIT and IS NOT DEEMED NECESSARY for the PUBLIC INTERESTS of
Idahoans.

This rule is NOT an EMERGENCY AND IDAHO IS A FREE REPUBLIC AND THE PEOPLE DO NOT WISH
TO BE REGULATED BY THIS AGENCY PERTAINING TO GENDER

mailto:kljorissen@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


Thank you for your time.  Strike the changes allowed based on gender identity and protect identification and the
rights of ALL Idahoans.

Kind regards,

Kay Jorissen



From: Lesley Plummer
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Docket 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 3:41:47 PM

I am emailing my opposition to this docket 16-0208-1901.  I do not agree with the
birth identifier change on the birth certificates.  This is ridiculous. Your born with
male or female genitalia. Your DNA is proof of this male or female gender. This
confusion is running rampant and I do blame a lot of parents for confusing their
children. I personally know 2 children where their parents decided they were "gay'
only neither child one boy one girl (by birth) feels this way. The parents are forcing it
on them. This is a terrible idea to make this change. If they go as far as a sex change
then they can change it as adults.  There are 2 voters in our household at this time and
we both oppose this unnecessary change. 

Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely,
Lesley & Eric Plummer

-- 
If you saw the size of the blessings coming, you would understand the
magnitude of the battle you are fighting.

mailto:tenfairytoes@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Linda Covey
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Docket 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 10:41:17 AM

Per a 2018 Federal court ruling all states must allow a change to gender identity on their birth
certificate.

If Idaho institutes a law for the change it should REQUIRE medical proof of sex reassignment
surgery.

Sincerely 

Linda S Covey

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lindacovey@aol.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: MARJORIE KLEIN
To: DHWRules Mailbox; MARJORIE KLEIN
Subject: Live Birth Certificate Gender Change Amendment [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 8:30:30 PM

TO:  dhwrules@dhw.idaho.gov and in subject line put Live Birth Certificate Gender Change
Amendment

I support two sexes only on BIRTH CERTIFICATE and that being only the biological anatomically
correct gender identification as has been customary for decades.... not some latest and greatest
fashion craze. 

Further, I support biological anatomically correct gender specific bathrooms and  services areas if
need be - make the restrooms be single occupancy usage regardless of biological anatomical
gender. 

Marjorie Klein, 
Sagle Idaho 
83860

mailto:moosetrail1117@yahoo.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:moosetrail1117@yahoo.com


From: Mark Browning
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: changing gender on birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 9:56:44 AM

I cannot understand the department's stance on changing gender on birth certificates.

When a person is born, a certified medical professional examines them and declares their
gender, and this is what goes on the birth certificate. Whatever that person decides to do with
their physical body or their emotional attachments subsequently does not alter the facts that
were determined by the doctor at the time of their birth. In my mind, it is a falsification of the
birth record to allow a person to retroactively change their birth certificate, based on their
feelings at a later date.

What follows this? Can a person of color get their skin whitened and get their birth certificate
changed to show they are caucasian? Can I go back and change the public records that show a
legal transgression, after I change my behavior? This rule change establishes a slippery slope
that can only cause future problems.

What ever happened to truth?

Concerned Idahoan

mailto:mbrowning533@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Ray Coon
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender is what you are at birth! [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 5:47:28 PM

How crazy can we get?
Why are we bending for the few loud individuals who are obviously disturbed.
Do not allow this to take place.
God made us, man and woman to further the human race.
We have seen headlines "first man gives birth!" Insane headline, as it turned out to be a
woman who identified as a man!
Ray Coon 

mailto:rlc5048@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Ray Millard
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: heatherscott4northidaho@gmail.com
Subject: Changing Gender on Certificates of Live Birth [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 4:43:49 PM

My wife and I attended the hearing in Coeur d’ Alene, ID today and want to voice our opposition to this proposed
action.  First of all, it should be presented to the Idaho Legislature and if passed written into law in our opinion. 
Through any other means should absolutely not be allowed.  I am also very surprised at the small meeting room
(which was extremely overcrowded) with no public address system provided so peoples presentations could be
heard by all.  As we were some of the last to arrive and stood in the back of the room we witnessed others that were
turned away because of the over crowding!  This issue is a hot topic to many north Idahoans and will surely be
opposed by a majority of the residents.

Ray Millard
42303 HWY 200
Hope, ID 83836
208-264-5252

Sent from my iPad

mailto:tcenterpriz@isp.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:heatherscott4northidaho@gmail.com


From: Rebecca Plummer
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: [External Email]
Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 5:20:48 PM

Docket 16-0208-1901

Stop the Insanity! 

mailto:okplummer@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Rick Pongratz
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Comment on Change of Gender on Certificate of LIve Birth [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 8:47:45 PM

Dear IDHW Rules Unit,
Thank you for considering my comments on the upcoming rule changes. I will be unable to
attend your public hearing in Idaho Falls and wish to add my comments to the record. My
comments come from two perspectives. First as a mental health professional and second as
someone who believes the government should avoid restricting the freedom of individuals.

First, as a mental health professional, I have worked with many people who struggle with
gender dysphoria, the clinical diagnosis for someone who is distressed that their physical body
does not match their internal sense of who they are. In this work I have seen these individuals
as they truly are. They genuinely struggle. The recommended medical treatments involve
helping them explore these issues and, when appropriate, taking steps to change legal
documents to align with their internal sense of who they are. This is not political, it's the
evidence-based treatment. Please don't impair their medical treatment by restricting this
ability.

Additionally, preventing these people from changing these documents is a serious safety issue
and many people across the country have been assaulted and murdered when others learned
they were transgender.

Second, as a citizen, it appalls me when the government acts to unnecessarily interfere with a
citizen acting to improve their life. In these situations, citizens are working, in coordination
with their doctors to resolve distress. Their actions to change their designation on their birth
certificates harm no one. Do not commit an over-reach of government by restricting their
rights to change the designation.

Thank you for considering my comments.
Rick Pongratz, Ph.D.

mailto:pongratz@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Aydelotte, James
To: Middlebrook, Trinette; Powell, Frank
Subject: another comment
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 8:03:28 AM
Importance: High

 
 

From: Anderson, Kathy <Kathy.Anderson@dhw.idaho.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 20, 2019 4:50 PM
To: Aydelotte, James <James.Aydelotte@dhw.idaho.gov>
Subject: FW: Changes to Birth Certificates [External Email]
Importance: High
 
Regarding the hearings
 
 
 

From: Ron Parker <rsparker1955@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 20, 2019 3:35 PM
To: Idaho Vital Records <IVR@dhw.idaho.gov>
Subject: Changes to Birth Certificates [External Email]
 
Is it true that Idaho Health and Welfare is planning to make changes that allows one to have their
gender changed to their birth certificates without legislative permission to allow this?
 
If so is this when you are accepting public comment:
The hearing is MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD FROM 9 TO 11 AM at the Medicaid Central Office
at 3232 Elder Street Conference rooms D East and D West in Boise. I find this very disturbing as
one is either born male or female and regardless of “feelings” the facts does not change the we
have wither boy or girl parts.
 
If this change is done after ALL sex transition surgeries are completed then perhaps this is
reasonable.
 
 
Thank you,
Ron

mailto:James.Aydelotte@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:Trinette.Middlebrook@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:Frank.Powell@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:rsparker1955@gmail.com
mailto:IVR@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Taylor Morton
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on certificate of live birth [External Email]
Date: Sunday, September 22, 2019 6:30:06 PM

Dear Idaho Department of Health & Welfare,

I am a member of Trinity Church in Coeur d’Alene and share the same sentiment as our Pastor, Stuart Bryan,
regarding changing the gender on certificates of live birth:

“Good afternoon. It is my understanding that your department is receiving public input on permitting individuals to
change their gender on certificates of live birth. I am unable to attend the public hearing here in Coeur d'Alene this
Friday but wanted to take the time to register my concerns and objections to allowing such changes.

As a pastor in the State of Idaho, I share the concern of others in our community for those who are suffering
confusion regarding their sexual identity. The mental, emotional, spiritual, and physical distress that accompany
such confusion is monumental and these individuals need true help. They need to be counseled to reconcile their
sexual identity with their biological sex. Any other sort of counsel or therapy is deceitful, encouraging the person to
lie to themselves and others.

Regardless of one's personal perception of their sexual identity, their biological sex is a fixed reality. We have been
created and born either male or female and birth certificates in our State have reflected this truth. Indeed, it is the
duty of the State of Idaho to represent that fixed reality, that truth, in our documentation for truth's sake. The State
no more has the right to classify a biological male as a female than it has the right to declare that dogs are cats and
cats are dogs. The State does not have the right to lie. To do so will invite the judgment of Almighty God upon us.

If the Federal Government is endeavoring tyrannically to force our State to allow such changes on our birth
certificates, then I would urge Governor Little to appeal, first, to God, the Supreme Ruler over all men and nations,
to have mercy upon our State and, second, to the Supreme Court of the United States to overturn such a wicked
mandate. If States are refusing the dictates of the Federal Government regarding the legalization of marijuana
(which they are), then certainly the State of Idaho can refuse the dictates of the Federal Government regarding the
preservation of the truth on our birth certificates.

Let me urge you, therefore, to continue to record the biological sex of individuals on Idaho Certificates of Live
Birth. Such certificates should not be changed unless the biological sex was mistakenly recorded.”

I pray you will make the right decision in this matter.

Sincerely,
Taylor Morton

mailto:taylormorton219@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: T Busby
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender Rules [External Email]
Date: Friday, September 20, 2019 6:29:12 AM

God determines gender..SCIENCE confirms gender... Not FEELINGS or 
POLITICS!  

Let me go on record to say that I am very upset this was even considered!  Facts
which are modified for "political correctness" are no longer FACTS!

Tina Busby
Hayden, Idaho

mailto:spudbys5@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov










From: Aaron Zasadny
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Public Hearing Docket 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 8:40:57 AM

I am opposed to the proposition of allowing people to change their birth sex on their birth
certificate.  A birth certificate is a historical record of something that actually happened.  This
boy or girl was born in such a year in so-and-so city to these parents.  If we start allowing the
tampering of official documents, what is to stop a person from wanting to change their birth
city, because they don't want to identify with that nefarious region of the country?  Or why not
their birth year, if they start feeling left out of the alcohol-drinking crowd?  A person's DNA-
defined birth sex is as factual and unchangeable as their birth year and birth city, and to allow
manipulation of any these historical facts is the beginning of something very bad for our state
and our country.  It is the suicide of reason, eroding the objectivity of the birth certificate itself
until it becomes an utterly useless record.  Which document will be the next to fall?

Sincerely,
Aaron Zasadny

mailto:ayzee.89@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Arli Christian
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Comments on DHW Vital Statistics Rule Docket 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 8:34:18 AM
Attachments: ID Birth Certificate Comment Final.docx

To Whom It May Concern,
 
Attached please find NCTE’s comments on DHW Vital Statistics Rule Docket 16-0208-1901, opposing
the addition of a medical documentation requirement for minors. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Arli
 
 
Arli Christian
State Policy Director
National Center for Transgender Equality
1133 19th Street NW, Washington DC 20036
202-804-6044
achristian@transequality.org
 

mailto:achristian@transequality.org
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TO:		DHW - Administrative Rules Unit 

FROM:	Arli Christian, State Policy Director, National Center for Transgender Equality

RE:	Comments on DHW Vital Statistics Rule Docket 16-0208-1901

DATE:		September 23, 2019



[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Center for Transgender Equality writes these comments in response to the proposed amendments to DHW Vital Statistics Rule Docket 16-0208-1901. NCTE strongly recommends the department remove the amended language requiring medical attestation for minors under the age of 18. The proposed amendment is out of line with best practices across the country, violates the settlement agreement reached in F.V. v. Barron,[footnoteRef:1] and violates parental rights to determine best interests for their children. The requirement would be a substantial barrier for transgender youth born in Idaho to obtain the updated identity documents they need in order to live their lives in accordance with their gender identity and free from harassment and discrimination.   [1:  286 F.Supp.3d 1131 (D. Idaho 2018).] 




Minors Need Updated Birth Certificates to Prevent Discrimination and Bias



A birth certificate that has not been updated can easily disclose the transgender status of a child, causing harm to the child by subjecting them to discrimination, harassment, and stress. Transgender minors have a particularly significant need for updated birth certificates, as minors often do not have access to other types of IDs and therefore frequently need to show their birth certificates to enroll in school and participate in other activities. Data from Idaho respondents of the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey shows that many individuals already face barriers to appropriate identity documents, and that presenting an identity document incongruent with their presentation can open them up to discrimination and mistreatment. Over two thirds (69 percent) of transgender respondents living in Idaho did not have an ID with the accurate name and gender. More than a third (36 percent) of transgender Idahoans who showed ID that did not match their gender presentation were verbally harassed, denied benefits or services, asked to leave an establishment, or assaulted.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Nat’l Ctr. For Transgender Equality, 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey: Idaho State Report 3 (2017), http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTSIDStateReport%281017%29.pdf.] 




Medical professionals have long recognized the importance of updated identity documents as an intrinsic part of gender transition, and encourage identity documents to be updated in accordance with gender identity and without the need for medical documentation. For example, the American Psychological Association emphasized the importance of “legal and social recognition of transgender individuals consistent with their gender identity and expression, including access to identity documents consistent with their gender identity and expression which do not involuntarily disclose their status as transgender.”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Am. Psychological Ass’n., Transgender, Gender Identity, & Gender Expression Non-Discrimination (2008), https://www.apa.org/about/policy/resolution-gender-identity.pdf. ] 




Medical Requirements Should not be Imposed on Transgender Youth



Youth face unique barriers that make a medical certification requirement extremely burdensome. Finding healthcare professionals competent in dealing with transgender patients can be difficult, but finding providers with experience working with transgender children is especially hard. Even those who are able to find a provider with expertise in treating transgender children may be unable to obtain medical attestation. For example, many transgender children may not require medical intervention, making their providers hesitant to sign medical attestations. Often transgender youth and their families do not need to make decisions about medical treatment until their child reaches puberty or later.[footnoteRef:4] An eight-year-old transgender girl who has socially transitioned, for instance, may need an updated birth certificate so that her sex assigned at birth would not be disclosed to others at school, but she may not need any clinical care, or she may not have access to a provider. [4:  See World Prof’l Ass’n for Transgender Health, Standards of Care for the Health of Transsexual, Transgender, and Gender Nonconforming People 16 (7th ed. 2011).] 




Additionally, medical attestation can be cost-prohibitive for many families. When Washington State was considering a medical attestation requirement, for example, the department rightly acknowledged in the Significant Rule Analysis that obtaining a medical confirmation letter represents a significant cost to transgender individuals, and found that the cost of obtaining an attestation from a licensed health care provider can range up to $910.[footnoteRef:5] This cost is prohibitive to many families of transgender children, and imposing this requirement may force families to pursue a provider and pay that cost solely for the purpose of getting an updated birth certificate.  [5:  Washington State Significant Rule Analysis, WAC 246-490-075, Changing sex designation on a birth certificate (Nov. 1, 2017).] 




Best practices in schools and other youth programs across the country follow policies where gender identity is accepted as reported by the youth and/or their parents and does not require medical attestation. For example, the May 2016 U.S. Department of Education publication Examples of Policies and Emerging Practices for Supporting Transgender Students found that “[s]chools generally rely on students’ (or in the case of younger students, their parents’ or guardians’) expression of their gender identity.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  U.S. Dep’t of Educ., Examples of Policies and Emerging Practices for Supporting Transgender Students (2016), https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/oshs/emergingpractices.pdf. ] 




Parents and Guardians Have Substantial Authority to Determine Best Interests for their Child



Idaho is a state with strong protections for parental rights, and the legislature provides clear direction to the state government to “protect its parent’s fundamental right to nurture and direct their children’s destiny, upbringing and education.”[footnoteRef:7] The statute defines the intent of the legislature to mean that parents have the “high duty and right to nurture and direct their children’s destiny, including their upbringing and education.”[footnoteRef:8] The statute provides that “governmental efforts restrict or interfere with these fundamental rights are only permitted if that restriction or interference satisfies the strict scrutiny standard.”[footnoteRef:9] Namely, a department would be required to demonstrate that the restriction is both “[e]ssential to further a compelling government interest” and “the least restrictive means available for the furthering of that compelling government interest.”[footnoteRef:10] [7:  Idaho Code Ann. § 32-1010(3).]  [8:  Idaho Code Ann. § 32-1010(2).]  [9:   Idaho Code Ann. § 32-1010(5).]  [10:  Idaho Code Ann. § 32-1013.] 




Requiring parents to provide medical attestation in order to change their child’s birth certificate to reflect the child’s gender identity represents a restriction on their ability to direct the upbringing of their child. As previously noted, acquiring medical attestation is a significant and in some cases insurmountable barrier to changing a transgender child’s birth certificate. The vital records office, however, has provided no evidence of a compelling government interest to restrict parental rights in this regard. Indeed, there is not even a legitimate government interest for so. For example, there is no evidence that suggests changing a birth certificate based on parental rather than medical attestation will lead to a greater number or any significant number at all of inaccurate or fraudulent birth certificates. Parents are best qualified to know and report their child’s gender identity. 



Unnecessarily requiring parents to share medical information about their child is also a violation of their privacy rights. Medical information and history with respect to gender transition should remain between parents, their child, and their healthcare provider, unless the government can meet the high burden of demonstrating a compelling interest to obtain this information. There is no public policy argument or significant government interest for the state to obtain medical information about a child’s gender transition. Parents have a reasonable expectation of privacy regarding their child’s medical information, and the vital records office has not presented any evidence to suggest any government interest, let alone a compelling one, to infringe on their privacy rights. Interactions with medical providers, ability to pay for and access medical care, and decisions regarding medical treatment are private medical information between parents, their children, and their providers and the vital records office’s attempt to delve into and regulate this intimate matter fails to satisfy a strict scrutiny standard. 



Additional Medical Requirements for Minors Violates the Settlement Agreement



Adding medical documentation requirements for minors is in direct violation of the court order in F.V. v. Barron reached March 5, 2018.[footnoteRef:11] In the order the court cautioned, “any new rule must not subject one class of people to any more onerous burdens than the burdens placed on others without constitutionally-appropriate justification—for instance, to apply for a change in paternity information the applicant is not required to submit medical evidence, such as DNA confirmation, to prove paternity or non-paternity.” Id. at 18. The Court specifically discussed an example of “medical evidence” as an unjustified burden, and now the department is proposing language that would expressly require “medical evidence.” [footnoteRef:12] The Court also made clear that any “restrictions and restraints” imposed by IDHW would need to survive heightened scrutiny, which the proposed revisions fail.  [11:  286 F.Supp.3d.]  [12:  Id.] 




Best Practices Across the Country Do Not Impose a Higher Burden of Proof for Minors



The vast majority of states have the same evidentiary requirements to update the gender marker of an adult as a child, with only two states imposing a higher medical burden for minors.[footnoteRef:13] In at least one state, Pennsylvania, the gender change policy is in fact less burdensome for minors than for adults, in recognition of the fact that minors often do not or cannot obtain medical intervention until a later date and in accord with the state’s existing laws on parental rights. In Pennsylvania adults need medical attestation to update their birth certificates, but the birth certificate of a minor is updated with a correction form indicating the sex that should be on the birth certificate from the parent or guardian, without a requirement of medical documentation.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  See WAC 246-490-075, CO Vital Statistics Rule 5 CCR 1006-1.]  [14:  Nat’l Ctr. for Transgender Equality, “ID Documents Center: Pennsylvania,” (updated June 5, 2017), www.transequality.org/documents/state/pennsylvania.] 


Conclusion

For all of the above reasons the additional language requiring medical documentation for minors to update the gender marker on a birth certificate should be removed. Thank you for your careful consideration of the language of this regulation and please do not hesitate to contact us if we can answer any further questions.

Sincerely,

[image: C:\Users\Arli\OneDrive - National Center for Transgender Equality\Other\Arli Signature.png]

Arli Christian

State Policy Director

National Center for Transgender Equality

National Center for Transgender Equality ▪ 1133 19th Street NW, Suite 302, Washington, DC 20036

(202) 642-4542▪ NCTE@TransEquality.org ▪ www.TransEquality.org
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From: Cheryl Hively
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on Birth Certificates [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 2:24:00 PM

I am opposed to changing gender on Birth Certificates.  A Birth Certificate is a vital statistic
that is created at birth.  Gender is determined at conception not by self determination.  What is
a physical fact at birth should stay a fact at all times.  Gender reassignment doesn't change the
science/DNA.  Wanting to be something else doesn't change the DNA.  DNA doesn't change.  

Cheryl Hively
3513 E 430 N
Lewisville ID  83431
208 789 8795

mailto:cherylhively@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Callihan, Robert (callihan@uidaho.edu)
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: hscott@house.idaho.gov; bgoesling@house.idaho.gov; cntroy; fwood@house.idaho.gov;

jwagoner@house.idaho.gov; mgibbs@house.idaho.Gov; jvanderwoude@house.idaho.gov;
mblanksma@house.idaho.gov; mkingsley@house.idaho.gov; bzollinger@house.idaho.gov;
cchristensen@house.idaho.gov; jgreen@house.idaho.gov; llickley@house.idaho.gov; schew@house.idaho.gov;
Irubel@house.idaho.gov; mdavis@house.idaho.gov; fmartin@house.idaho.gov; msousa@senate.idaho.gov;
lheider@senate.idaho.gov; alee@senate.idaho.gov; mharris@senate.idaho.gov; ccrabtree@senate.idaho.gov;
vburtenshaw@senate.idaho.gov; mjordan@senate.idaho.gov; dnelson@senate.idaho.gov

Subject: Proposed Health & Welfare rules [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 5:00:11 PM
Attachments: 2019-9-24 Letter to DHW.pdf

Deputy Administrator of the Division of Public Health
IDHW Rules Unit, 10th Floor 
450 W. State St.,
Boise, ID 83720-0036.
 
To the Administrator:
Attached is a letter we ask for you to enter into the record, commenting on proposed IDAPA
16.02.08.201.06.  Would you please acknowledge receipt of this attachment?
 
Sincerely,
Clelia R. Callihan
Robert H. Callihan
Callihan@uidaho.edu
P.O. Box 487
Potlatch, Idaho 83855
200-669-0806
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From: Elaine King
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Rule Hearings [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 11:40:17 PM

Testimony for Public Hearing on Birth Certificate Rules- I am sorry I cannot be in attendance
due to the time of day scheduled. Please accept my following testimony for your
consideration.

Testimony:

  

Several families in our community recently
moved from California to Idaho mainly due to
the kind of laws that were passed, including
allowing changes to gender identity on birth
certificates even for minors. Such laws and
rules in California opened a Pandora’s box
where now students in Kindergarten are taught
that there are 7 genders.  And of course, the
California Kindergarten teachers now instruct
children that if they feel like a boy, then they
can use the boy’s bathroom and if they feel
like a girl, then they can use the girl’s
bathroom. Imagine all the tomboys in
elementary school who like to do boy activities
now feel they have to identify as a boy due to
the laws and this kind of teaching and not only
use the boy’s bathrooms but perhaps decide

mailto:ekking8@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


they should change their gender, since laws in
place warrant a sex change on their birth
certificate making it acceptable and normal.
Idaho is a haven for common sense and not the
strange ways of a very liberal state like
California. 

According to betterhealth.vic.gov.au, only one
in 4500 births may actually have a physical
sexual identity problem. But changing laws to
fit the exception is going way beyond the
mark.  You may choose whatever lifestyle you
desire, but should Idaho have to make laws and
rules that cower to feelings? Minors should not
be involved in such a decision. When you are
18 you can make your own choices for your
own lifestyle but leave the legal birth
certificates out of the mix; laws shouldn’t be
put in place to accommodate desires. So, if I
have always felt like a millionaire and try to
act and dress like a millionaire,  should there
be a law requiring me to get a million dollars
from the government to fulfill my desire and
what I believe are my natural feelings and

http://betterhealth.vic.gov.au/


place in society?

 You are playing with fire when you make
such changes to the laws on birth certificates.
You will be opening a myriad of problems that
even a plethora of additional laws won’t fix. 
Don’t make the abnormal and the exception
the rule of the day.

To sum up the idea of allowing sex changes to
a birth certificate, I will quote from our city’s
facebook page from a prominent member of
our community, “This is insane.” We aren’t
California, so let’s not act like we are.

Thank you,

Elaine King
Madison County, Idaho



From: Fred Birnbaum
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Rule on gender changes on birth certificate - public comment - Dockett Number 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 9:11:28 PM

To whom it may concern:

The Idaho Freedom Foundation does not support the rule in Docket Number 16-0208-1901
regarding the medical attestation for minors seeking to amend their birth certificates.

The rationale behind the original rule, that the Department of Health and Welfare was merely
complying with the federal court order in F.V. Barron et al, by narrowly tailoring the
administrative rule change is insufficient.

If we step back, the issue with the original rule change is that it allowed both minors and
adults of legal age to change their gender on birth certificates based upon a very low bar of
attestation/demonstration.

The rule change was not fully vetted by the public because the relevant legislative Committee
Chairman prohibited a hearing. While the lack of a public legislative committee hearing is not
the responsibility of the Department of Health and Welfare, we believe that merely correcting
the attestation for minors is insufficient.

Rather, the original rule and proposed changed related to the attestation for minors should be
withdrawn with the view that this issue needs a full debate with an outcome that does not give
automatic deference to the Department of Health and Welfare to interpret a federal court order
as broadly as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Fred Birnbaum
Vice President, Idaho Freedom Foundation and Idaho Freedom Action
802 W. Bannock Street, Suite 405
Boise, ID 83702
208-258-2280, ext. 1020

mailto:fred@idahofreedom.net
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Gloria Pippin
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: alee@senate.idaho.gov; rkerby@house.idaho.gov; jboyle@house.idaho.gov
Subject: Birth Certificate rule change? [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 8:59:28 AM

To whom it may concern,
     I understand the DHW is trying to change the rule on official birth certificates to allow for
individuals to change the indicator of how they were biologically born, i.e, as a biological female or
male. 
     I believe you are tampering with things you have no business making rules about.  Get out of the
rule making business.  Our birth certificates are legal documents which should be a clear display of
who we were at birth.  The whole thing is ludicrous and evil.  It’s a really good example of the over
reach of federal agencies, which obviously are not concerned with the rule of law.
Sincerely,
Gloria Pippin
2195 Kilborn Ln
Mesa, ID   83643
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Heather Rehil-Crest
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender identity and birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 3:36:01 PM

I am writing this email to express my disagreement with taking legislative action that restricts
individuals from changing their birth certificates to reflect their gender identity. 
I support personal liberty in this area and I do not believe the government should be
discriminating against transgendered individuals. 

Sincerely,

Heather A. Rehil-Crest

Resident/ homeowner in Athol, Idaho
Business owner in Coeur d'Alene ID

mailto:hrehil@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Jim Pippin
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Proposed rule change by idaho DHW [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 10:01:01 AM

It is my understanding that IDHW is proposing to allow citizens to change their gender on certificate of birth. I
strongly oppose such a rule change. Further, I am appalled that a Department of government would even propose
such a change on their own.

Sent from my iPad Air

mailto:jimpippin@ctcweb.net
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Joyce VanLoon
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender Agenda [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 7:41:37 PM

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

There are ONLY 2 genders. God created them, male and female.

In these times we need to use common sense.  Don't cave to the demands
of people who appear to be confused, indoctrinated, and mentally ill. 
Leave the birth certificates alone.

Joyce VanLoon

LEGAL Idaho Voter

mailto:joycevanloon77@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Kathleen Michaud
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Idaho Birth Certificates and Gender [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 1:18:42 PM

Absolutely, I support the update of gender on birth certificates, for any person who feels they
have been mislabeled.

Sincerely, Kathleen Michaud, PhD

mailto:katemariemichaud@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Kendra Westerhaus
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Proposed changes to IDAPA Rule regarding Amendment of Indicator of Gender [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 3:52:27 PM

To whom it may concern:

 

I am writing regarding the proposed change to IDAPA 16.02.08 relating to Vital Statistics in the
matter of amending the indicator of gender on one’s birth certificate.  I urge you not to change this
rule, as it will have negative consequences on Idaho’s citizens.

I have been a licensed psychologist in the state of Idaho for six years.  I predominantly work with
children, adolescents, and families.  I have worked with several transgender youth and their families
in this time.

There has been a legal shift in representation of gender on legal documents.  According to the
Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund, the U.S. Department of State changed their policy on
January 28, 2011 to allow for a change of sex marker on their birth certificate.  According to Lambda
Legal, 47 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico now allow for changes to sex markers on
birth certificates.  Idaho became one of these 47 states in April of 2018, following the court case F.V.
v. Barron et al.

A survey published in the American Academy of Pediatrics (Toomey, Syvertsen, & Shramko, 2018)
indicated that transgender, gender non-conforming, and questioning youth had higher rates of
suicide attempts than non-gender dysphoric male or female youth.  The prevalence was highest in
female to male adolescents, 50.8% of whom reported a suicide attempt (compared to 17.6% of non-
gender dysphoric female adolescents and 9.8% of non-gender dysphoric male adolescents).  Another
study showed that using one’s chosen name, in line with one’s gender identity, reduced depressive
symptoms, suicidal ideation, and suicidal behavior among transgender youth (Russell, Pollitt, Li, &
Grossman, 2018).

When individuals who are transgender – youth included – use their chosen name and identified
gender their risk of suicide is significantly reduced.  The change which resulted following F.V. v.
Barron et al. allowed for this.  Changing this policy now would be detrimental and possibly
dangerous to Idaho’s transgender citizens.

There has been no cost associated with this change beyond printing fees.  There have been no
adverse effects due to this change.  Changing this policy now could lead to higher costs associated
with treatment of depression and suicidality in individuals who are transgender, and possible
adverse effects of increased depression and suicidality.  The published numbers of individuals who
have changed their gender marker since this rule took effect is small.  This policy does not affect the
majority of Idahoans but has a large effect on those it does impact.  I urge you not to change this
policy.

 

Sincerely,

Kendra Westerhaus, Ph.D.

mailto:kwesterhaus@gmail.com
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From: lisa ware
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Transgender birth certificate rule [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 9:16:30 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

    I would like to voice my opinion on the proposed transgender birth certificate rule in FAVOR of
requiring both parental consent and a signed form from a doctor, for those under 18 years of age, "stating
that in their professional judgment the requested change of sex designation accurately reflects the gender
to which the resistant identifies." Thank you.

Sincerely,
Lisa Mikolyski

mailto:lware12@yahoo.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Nancy Walker
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Changing gender on certificate of live birth. [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 12:17:25 PM

I am sending this to let you know I am opposing this . Changing gender on birth certificates. What gender
you are born with is the gender you are , not putting on there what you think you want to be. . We are
given a gender by Almighty God and that is what we are. Praying that people turn to God . 

mailto:walkern48@yahoo.com
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From: happypills
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Change. [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 12:31:16 PM

To Whom It may concern. Changing the Birth Certificate and doing away with what a person's
sex was/is at birth should still be on record if the person has not physically changed their sex
from male to female, or female to male. They are still physically a male with male sex organs
or female with female sex organs. 
Should a person change their sexual orientation from male to female or female to male
physically, then change their birth certificate to the new physical sex.

We trust that the taxpayers are not being billed for their physical sex change and that the
person having the physical sex change is responsible for the cost of their operation.

Thank you, 
Nedda and Kerry Field.
Bonners Ferry, Idaho. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:happypills@frontier.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
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From: Pam Mikolyski
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Please be the voice for the lost children [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 5:19:00 PM

I am writing in regards to this deal where kids under 18 can have their sex changed if they go thru the proper
channels... I also understand that if a Dr. Signs
Or anyone else that meets the criteria that child can get the sex changed on the live birth certificate....
I feel we as mature adults must not succumb to the ways of this world.
God being the creator of each one of us, there was no mistake when the sex was
Evidence at birth...
We would be making a grave mistake to give into these children, what an unjust unloving act...We must guild them
on what it right...
Why is it a person can’t serve our country until their 18, why is that kids can’t drive until their 15 1/2 , why is we
couldn’t drink unless we were 18/21 and why is it
That we have to be 18 to get married without consent...
Well, because the brain is not developed enough to be responsible , the brain is
Still maturing and developing....so why on earth would we even put this up to have a choice.... the whole world has
gone mad, people...please stand to do not allow this to pass....save these kids from them self and or their parents who
are misguided as well...
Thank you
Pam Mikolyski
Emmett Idaho

mailto:pmikolyski@yahoo.com
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From: Rod VanLoon
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Gender agenda [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 7:39:26 PM

Please let common sense prevail. Since the creation there has only been
two genders- male and female. Let's stick with what God Himself created.
No need to mess with the birth certificates.

Rod VanLoon

mailto:rodvanloon@gmail.com
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From: Shauna Jones
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Trans Idahoans [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 11:30:03 PM

I am the mother of a transgender child, and I know how important it is to have an avenue to
make personal documents match gender identity. I am grateful that Idaho allows gender
marker changes on birth certificates, and fully support the transgender community in being
able to make the changes necessary to feel safe and seen in their home state. 

Thanks,
Shauna Jones
Eagle, Idaho

mailto:sjs2@byu.net
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From: Stanton Widmer
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth Certificate Gender Change Rule [External Email]
Date: Monday, September 23, 2019 8:04:49 PM

It has come to my attention that changes are underway to allow Idahoans to change the gender listed
on birth certificates.

I write to strongly encourage all who have any say in the decision-making process to quickly make
policy to permanently stop allowing that such changes occur.  In all but the most rare of
circumstances, a person is born as one of two sexes: male or female.  Birth certificates should
correctly reflect the sex of the child at birth.  Birth certificates are an important legal record, and
they should be factually correct.  A person stating he or she identifies as a gender other than their sex
at birth is a personal decision that ignores the facts of biology and physiology.  If a person, or even a
group of people, decides to self-identify as a donkey, the rest of society is not obligated to make
changes to factual representations of existing conditions because of the expressed preferences of that
person or group.

If the state of Idaho continues to allow such changes, why not also allow changes to race or other
physical characteristics based on personal preference?  A Caucasian individual might say that he or she
identifies as African American, but such a personal wish does not change the facts of the person's race.

It is hard to believe that such a discussion is even necessary.  Please make the common-sense decision
to truthfully reflect each baby's sex at the time of birth on Idaho's Birth Certificates.

Sincerely,

Stanton Widmer

mailto:stantonwidmer@gmail.com
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From: Susan Martin PsyD
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Vital statistics rule for Transgender people [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 12:02:43 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Tamara Prisock,
Department of Health and Welfare- Administrative Rules Unit,
450 W. State Street - 10th Floor, P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0036
 
Dear Ms. Prisock,
The 2018 federal court ruling needs to be upheld and Idaho needs to continue letting
transgender people change their genders on their birth certificates in response to this ruling.
Anti-discrimination laws in most U.S. cities and states do not protect transgender people from
discrimination based on gender identity or gender expression. Consequently, transgender
people face discrimination in nearly every aspect of their lives. Idaho needs to be advocate for
transgender rights, including social and economic justice.
Best regards,
Susan A. Martin, PsyD
Associate Director of Behavioral Science/Licensed Clinical Psychologist
Family Medicine Residency of Idaho
 
Program Director
Idaho Psychology Internship Consortium (ID-PIC)
https://idaho-pic.org/
208-514-2500 ext. 7005
susan.martin@FMRIdaho.org

P   THINK GREEN - Please don't print this e-mail unless necessary.

 
NOTICE: The information transmitted (including attachments) is intended only for the person(s) or entity/entities to which it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. This electronic message transmission contains information that may be confidential or privileged. The
information is intended to be for the use of the individual or entity named above. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking
of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient(s) is prohibited. If you received this electronic
transmission in error, please notify the sender and delete the copy you received. Thank you.

 
 
Notice: The information transmitted in this message (including attachments) is property of The
Family Medicine Residency of Idaho, Inc. This transmission is covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.S. 2510-2521, and is intended only for the person(s) or
entity/entities to which it is addressed. This electronic message transmission contains
information that may be confidential or privileged. The information is intended to be for the
use of the individual or entity named above. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or
other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities
other than the intended recipient(s) is prohibited. If you received this electronic transmission
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in error, please notify the sender and delete the copy you received. Thank you.



From: prorege@cwo.com
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: change of birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2019 9:40:54 PM

Please stop letting people change their genders. Idaho was not violating the constitution no matter
what an activist federal court ruled.  For thousands of years people have known there is only male
and female from birth.  All this transgender madness is nothing more than a twentieth century
construct. Thank you for your consideration. Warren Campbell, Bonners Ferry
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From: Alicia Seigler
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Certificates of Live Birth Rule [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 6:39:50 PM
Attachments: Pasted-image-Wed Sep 25 2019 173614 GMT-0700 (Pacific Daylight Time).png

To Whom It May Concern:

In reference to the codes listed below, I have enclosed a statement.

As a woman and an EMS Provider, I am strongly opposed to the proposed rules regarding
allowing the indicator of gender to be changed on the certificates of live birth, because:

1) Gender is determined by God. Lifestyle is a choice. It does not matter what someone puts
on a piece of paper; every part of a person's genetic makeup has been scientifically proven to
be either male or female, including brain function (i.e. thought processing, relations to others,
etc.).
2) How would it be possible beforehand to know if my doctor is a "woman" or a "man"
without discrimination?
3) As a future parent, I have great concerns with my little girl participating in any activity, or
even going to school, while being under the supervision of a legal "woman".
4) I do not believe it is wise to allow someone who believes today that they should be a
different gender, to have the authority to "change" their gender. They are deciding to place
themselves higher than God Himself, and the natural process of mankind. Will this person
decide at a later date that other rules or laws do not apply to him or her?
5) How does one determine what their child's gender should be? Is it determined by how the
parent feels today, if they would rather have a son this time, what they are under the influence
of (be it friends, medication, or...)? If a parent chooses the gender to be different from
actuality, what happens to the child- sex change operations?
6) The healthcare system is already strained by lifestyle choices. What will result with these
kinds of changes? Some health issues are gender specific. Is there to be a field on the patient
health record form for "was male, now female"? What confusion will result with medical
professionals when treating these patients?

This issue is much larger than merely "changing" the gender on a birth certificate.

Sincerely,
Alicia Seigler, NREMT
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From: April Seigler
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Certificates of Live Birth Rule [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 5:57:10 PM
Attachments: unnamed.png

To Whom It May Concern:

As an EMS provider, I am strongly opposed to the proposed rules regarding the indicator of
gender to be changed on the certificates of live birth, because:

1) Gender is determined by God. Lifestyle is a choice. It does not matter what someone puts
on a piece of paper; every part of a person's genetic makeup has been scientifically proven to
be either male or female, including brain function (i.e. thought processing, relations to others,
etc.).
2) I am not comfortable seeing a legal "woman" OB/GYN physician. How would it be
possible beforehand to know if my doctor is a "woman" or a "man" without discrimination?
3) As a future parent, I would have great concerns with my little girl participating in any
activity, or even going to school, while being under the supervision of a legal "woman". Red
flags should be violently waving and sirens should be blaring the obvious warnings about
people who are wanting everyone to know they have decided to walk around as someone they
are not.
4) I do not believe it is wise to allow someone who believes today that they should be a
different gender, to have the authority to "change" their gender. They are deciding to place
themselves higher than God Himself, and the natural process of mankind. Will this person
decide at a later date that other rules or laws do not apply to him or her?
5) How does one determine what their child's gender should be? Is it determined by how the
parent feels today, if they would rather have a son this time, what they are under the influence
of (be it friends, medication, or...). If a parent chooses the gender to be different from
actuality, what happens to the child- sex change operations?
6) The healthcare system is already strained by lifestyle choices. What will result with these
kinds of changes? Some health issues are gender specific. Is there to be a field on the patient
health record form for "was male, now female"? What confusion will result with medical
professionals when treating these patients?
7) I have great concerns about similar things being pursued in the future. Might a
"professional" from wherever determine what gender my grandchild should be?

Are you prepared to deal with the major consequences of this decision?
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Sincerely,
April Seigler, NREMT



From: Benjamin Grammer
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Allowing Birth Certificate Gender Changes - Opposed [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 1:51:49 PM

To whom it may concern,

Please note my objection to allowing changes to gender on birth certificates in the State of
Idaho.

Birth certificates should not be amendable from the fact of sex at birth. 

Here are a few thoughts to add if such feedback is desired.

If such a change is allowed, then every item on the birth certificate should be allowed to
change. Date of birth and place of birth are also facts about the birth of an individual that are
recorded on the certificate.If one fact is allowed to change, what is the point of the certificate?

We have already seen what sexual perversions take place when men are allowed to call
themselves women and enter bathrooms etc. Much has been documented about the pictures
and video these men take of our families. How much more when men can change to a woman
officially on their birth certificate? Men will enter women sporting events, etc.

The main issue is one of truth. If I can no longer say with any certainty that men are men and
women are women (one of the most basic foundations of everything it means to be a human)
then why can I not also call myself the President of the United States or any other equally
ridiculous and unfounded claim?

Best regards,
Ben

--

Ben Grammer

Vice President

Grammer Vacuum Technologies, Inc.

3857 S. Bonnell Road, 
Coeur d'Alene, ID  83814

Phone:  208-765-6854  
Cell:  208-819-6557

Email:  sales@gvtinc.com
Website: www.gvtinc.com
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From: Camille L.
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 6:45:49 PM

I oppose birth certificates to be altered!!! Thank you!

Get Outlook for Android
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From: ElizabethHunt@protonmail.com
To: DHWRules Mailbox; governor@gov.idaho.gov; sjvick@senate.idaho.gov; vbar@house.idaho.gov;

jgreen@house.idaho.gov
Subject: Public comment on proposed rule change to allow gender to be altered on birth certificates: DOCKET NO. 16-

0208-1801 [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 5:51:15 PM

Hello Idaho Legislators,

Please see my comments about the proposed rule change to allow gender to be altered on birth
certificates: DOCKET NO. 16-0208-1801.

My first point to make about this issue is that this only became a rule in the first place due to
the actions or inaction of 3 people in our whole state. That is not how our representative form
of government is supposed to work, and I hope that you will do everything you can do remedy
this situation and repeal the rule completely. If you still want to pass this, then please go
through the proper procedures to do so.

I also need to make one additional comment about how rules are passed. I understand that
rules regarding the budget must be passed by the House and Senate, but the other types of
rules do not. My freedom is more important to me than the budget, so I would like you to
ensure that my freedom can't be restricted without a consensus of both House and Senate in
the future. 

I'd like to start by saying that I support Transgender people and I want them to live with
equality of opportunity and the support they need from the community. There are actually
reasons that this rule could hurt the Trans community, so we really need to be careful that
what we are doing to help is not inadvertently going to do harm to the Trans and the Non-
Trans communities.

This rule was passed based on one erroneous court ruling that the Governor should have
appealed when it happened, and one politician in our Idaho Legislature that kept the issue
from coming to the House floor for debate "because this is an election year" and he didn't want
any controversy.

The reason the court ruling is erroneous, is because transgender people are not a protected
class under the Idaho Constitution right now, so the ruling that we were violating the
constitutional rights of transgender people was not correct and should have been appealed to a
higher court.

Regardless of that, the way that a single Legislator, Rep. Fred Wood, was able to put this
rule/law in place is because he is the head of the Health and Welfare committee, which
handles these rules, and he refused to put it up for debate and a vote. The way our current rule
making system works, if the temporary law put in place by the court order sits long enough, it
AUTOMATICALLY BECOMES LAW. That's right, no public comments, no legislative
debate, no vote. The other legislators said they wanted to discuss it and vote on it, but Fred
refused. We cannot have a system that has loopholes like this where the temptation to do
something unethical (which this was) can sway our elected officials into supporting their
election over supporting the people of Idaho. This is a major issue with the current system.

Some of the reasons that being able to change gender on birth certificates is a bad idea are:
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It actually puts transgender people at risk
Trans people have gone into the emergency room and have been treated as the
opposite gender and in one case, a trans male had a stillborn baby, because they
treated "him" as if "he" was a biological man. This is when they knew he was
trans. Imagine what can happen if someone comes in unconscious, with an ID that
says the opposite sex. This could prove fatal for a patient.

Data scientists use gender data as part of their analysis to discover medical
treatments and cures. If people have their gender mislabeled, it will hurt the
research for transgenders and non-trans people.

As a society, we do need to know the actual sex of the people living in our communities,
so we can track trends over time, and ensure we have the resources we need to support
people. Our public records need to be based on fact, not feelings.

It is anti-science. The DNA of every person on this planet is either male or female, and
fraction of 1% are intersex, but most intersex people still pick a gender and keep that
gender for their whole lives. An argument was made that if anyone was going to change
their sex on their birth certificate, intersex and hermaphrodite people should be the only
people allowed to change their sex, if there was a more accurate representation of their
bodies after going through puberty.

It makes a huge loophole for criminals. While not all people who would want to do this
would be criminals, a small portion would be, and biological males could use this to be
included in the reserved spaces of women. Even more important is that the police would
not be able to do their jobs, since the ID of a person would say a woman, but if they see
a person that is a biological male, they would have no way of linking that person to a
reported crime.

Thank you for working to support what is best for Idaho today and what's best for the future of
this great state.
God Bless you.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Hunt
3773 E Auburn Ct.
Athol, Idaho 83801
208-967-5453

https://metro.co.uk/2019/05/20/pregnant-transgender-mans-baby-died-because-nurse-didnt-realize-he-was-in-labor-9613972/


From: Jane Post
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Transgender birth certificate rule [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 7:56:30 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the transgender
birth certificate rules in Idaho. A transgender person should
have the easiest route possible to change their gender on their
birth certificate. Transgender people may have many
challenges in their life and I believe their government should
be helping them rather than hindering them in living their full
lives. 
Jane Gheen Post
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From: John P
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Transgender birth certificate rule [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 8:25:09 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the transgender birth certificate rule.

I strongly believe transgender people should be able to change the gender listed on their birth certificate to align
with their true identity.

The freedom to be our true selves is fundamental to the American experience. Aligning the birth certificate gender
with who someone fundamentally is makes sense.

Sincerely,

John W Post
Boise
208-890-7575
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From: Stephen Seigler Family
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Certificates of Live Birth Rule [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 6:17:43 PM
Attachments: unnamed.png

To Whom It May Concern:

In reference to the codes listed below, I have enclosed a statement.

As a woman, wife, and mother, I am strongly opposed to the proposed rules regarding the
indicator of gender to be changed on the certificates of live birth, because:

1) Gender is determined by God. Lifestyle is a choice. It does not matter what someone puts
on a piece of paper; every part of a person's genetic makeup has been scientifically proven to
be either male or female, including brain function (i.e. thought processing, relations to others,
etc.).
2) I am not comfortable seeing a legal "woman" OB/GYN physician. How would it be
possible beforehand to know if my doctor is a "woman" or a "man" without discrimination?
3) As a parent, I have great concerns with my little girl participating in any activity, or even
going to school, while being under the supervision of a legal "woman". Red flags should be
violently waving and sirens should be blaring the obvious warnings about people who are
wanting everyone to know they have decided to walk around as someone they are not.
4) I do not believe it is wise to allow someone who believes today that they should be a
different gender, to have the authority to "change" their gender. They are deciding to place
themselves higher than God Himself, and the natural process of mankind. Will this person
decide at a later date that other rules or laws do not apply to him or her?
5) How does one determine what their child's gender should be? Is it determined by how the
parent feels today, if they would rather have a son this time, what they are under the influence
of (be it friends, medication, or...)? If a parent chooses the gender to be different from
actuality, what happens to the child- sex change operations?
6) The healthcare system is already strained by lifestyle choices. What will result with these
kinds of changes? Some health issues are gender specific. Is there to be a field on the patient
health record form for "was male, now female"? What confusion will result with medical
professionals when treating these patients?
7) I have great concerns about similar things being pursued in the future. Might a
"professional" from wherever determine what gender my grandchild should be?

Are we all prepared to deal with the repercussions of this decision?

Respectfully,
Kristina Seigler
Kamiah, Idaho
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From: Leslie Edwards
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: Mistie Tolman
Subject: Comments on DHW Vital Statistics Rule 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 3:56:08 PM
Attachments: image001.png

PPVNH comments on DHW birth certificate rule 9.25.19.pdf

Hello,
 
Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii (PPVNH) is submitting the attached comments in
response to the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare Vital Statistics Rule 16-0208-1901,
requiring minors to obtain a medical attestation before changing the gender indicator on their birth
certificate. Thank you for the opportunity to comment, and please don’t hesitate to contact us with
any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
 
Leslie Edwards (she/her) 
Public Policy Analyst
Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii 
P 206.861.7531 | C 425.407.3576 | ppvnh.org
 

 
[noencrypt]
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Department of Health and Welfare Rules Unit 
450 W. State Street 
Boise, ID 83702 


Submitted electronically to dhw@dhw.idaho.gov  


Re: Comments on proposed Vital Statistics rules docket no. 16-0208-1901 (gender marker attestation 
for minors) 


September 25th, 2019 


To Whom It May Concern, 


On behalf of Planned Parenthood Votes in Idaho, I write to comment on the Department of Health and 
Welfare’s proposed rule to amend the process for minors to change the gender indicator on their birth 
certificate. 


As the nation’s largest provider of sexual and reproductive health care services, Planned Parenthood 
health centers in Idaho and across the country are open to people of all genders, gender identities, and 
sexual orientations. We believe that all people deserve access to high-quality, gender-affirming health 
care and social services that meet their needs, including young people. 


We strongly support the rule’s intent to allow Idahoans to change the designation on their birth 
certificate. It is crucial that individuals possess identification that correctly reflects their identity, and 
because accurate birth certificates are a precursor to obtaining number of other forms of identification 
that are necessary to access a myriad of health and social services, it is also important that the process 
for changing gender indicators on birth certificates be simple, affordable, and accessible. Many 
members of the LGBTQ community who could benefit from this process already face significant 
obstacles to obtaining and benefiting from physical and mental health care services, including low rates 
of health insurance coverage and high rates of discrimination from medical providers. For example, the 
2015 US Transgender Survey found that nearly one third (32%) of transgender people who showed 
identification that did not match their gender presentation were verbally harassed, denied benefits or 
services, asked to leave, or assaulted.  And LGBTQ youth are disproportionately likely to be in the child 
welfare system and to be experiencing homelessness, creating additional barriers to care. 


Given the existing barriers LGBTQ Idahoans already face to accessing needed health and social services, 
we request that the rule be amended to focus on eliminating barriers to access rather than creating 
additional barriers for young people who already struggle to access services. We offer the following 
suggestions to ensure that all Idahoans can access this process without unnecessary – and possibly 
prohibitive – financial and logistical burdens. 


I. Minors should not be subjected to burdensome medical attestation requirements. 


We encourage the Department to improve accessibility and respect citizens’ basic right to privacy by 
allowing all individuals, including minors, to determine their own sex or gender identity without 
requiring confirmation from third parties. Not only are individuals well able to determine their own 
identity, but requiring such outside confirmation could force individuals to seek treatment that would 
not otherwise be necessary and may pose a barrier to individuals who lack access to health care 
services. As mentioned above, many members of the LGBTQ community, particularly LGBTQ youth, face 
substantial barriers to accessing health and social services. The state should not require individuals who 
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may not be able to access or pay for health care services to obtain confirmation of their sex or gender 
identity from a third party at their own expense.  


If the Department chooses to maintain this requirement, it should be modified to remove restrictions on 
the type of health care provider who can sign the attestation. Requiring minors to obtain confirmation 
from a limited subset of licensed health care providers and mental health providers will unnecessarily 
restrict minors’ ability to obtain the required attestation. Some minors, for example, may have the 
support of a pediatrician that has been treating them since birth and is knowledgeable about their 
gender identity, but does not have a particular practice related to gender-affirming health care. If the 
state requires attestation, any licensed health care or mental health care professional should be able to 
make this attestation. 


II. Individuals seeking to change their gender marker should not be required to submit notarized 
documents. 


Similarly, the Department should eliminate financial and logistical barriers for adults by removing the 
requirement that adults seeking to change their gender indicator submit a notarized application. 
Notaries typically require payment for their services, and requiring notarization will create an 
unnecessary financial burden for many Idahoans seeking to change their gender marker. And notaries 
are not equally accessible to all people: Idahoans in rural communities may not be able to easily access a 
notary, and individuals who are incarcerated may not be able to access a notary at all. Requiring 
notarization will prevent all Idahoans from accessing this process equally, and we therefore request that 
the Department remove the requirement that applications be notarized. 


* * * 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment, and please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions. 


Sincerely, 


 


Mistie Tolman 
Idaho State Director 
Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii 











From: Lisa J.
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Regarding allowing transgender folks to change their birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 3:50:40 PM

Greetings.

I am writing to respectfully request that transgender folks be allowed to change the
gender marker on their birth certificates. This is important for many reasons,
including the following:

Due Process and a Right to Privacy: The Due Process Clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects an individual's right
to privacy. Transgender folks have a right to keep sensitive information about
their gender private. Not allowing for one of the basic "gate-keeping"
documents of a person's life (their birth certificate) to be changed to accurately
reflect their gender (which can be legally changed on many other
documentations) denies them that right.

Constitutional Equal Protection: To deny an individual's right to change their
birth certificate gender marker is to discriminate on the basis of sex-based
characteristics and transgender status, which goes against Constitutional equal
protection guarantees in the Equal Protection Clause. Transgender folks have
a right to equal protection.

Free Speech: Not allowing an individual to change their birth certificate
gender marker forces transgender individuals to send an inaccurate message
about their gender - compelling them to engage in unwanted expression about
the most sensitive of subjects. This runs counter to the protections under the
First Amendment which prevent the government from forcing individuals into
sending messages with which they disagree.

In addition to the Constitutionally-based reasons given above, I would add that
transgender folks being able to have access to birth certificates that accurately
represent their gender is of paramount importance in terms of enjoying public
life (employment, housing, etc.) and personal safety (from harassment and
violence).

Lastly, I would add that Idaho is one of only a handful of American
jurisdictions that do not currently allow transgender folks to change their
gender marker on their birth certificates. Even now there are legal
organizations suing jurisdictions in courts about this issue, with cases working
their way through the system. And despite the conservative majority in the
highest court of this land, these cases tend to come down to Constitutional

mailto:delius71@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


interpretation which also tends to favor the rights of individuals in these cases.
Save Idaho taxpayers the money it would take to litigate these cases. That
money could surely be better used for other, more pressing matters.

I thank you kindly for your time and attention in reading my message. It is
appreciated.

Sincerely,
Lisa Johnsen



From: Lyn N. McArthur
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: changing gender on birth certificates [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 1:02:25 PM

Good afternoon. My name is Dr. Lyn McArthur and I am a psychologist working in southeastern
Idaho. The company that I works for cares for individuals who identify as transgender. I support the
rule to allow changing of gender. This transition typically occurs well into an individual’s transition
period. I have seen the sense of relief and improved sense of self that occurs when a person’s
gender is adjusted to match their own perception. I understand that most states in our union have
made this change, and I support Idaho sticking with last year’s decision to allow individuals this
opportunity when necessary.
 
I also want to express my deep sense of hurt for individuals who identify as trans in relation to
Representative Heather Scott’s legislative update. The picture she chose appeared to many who saw
it to poke fun at individuals who identify as trans. The risk of suicide attempts and completions for
individuals who identify as trans are much higher than in the general population, and society’s
tendency to ridicule these individuals is pervasive and disturbing. Representative Scott’s depiction
was insensitive and irresponsible, and as an Idahoan, I am embarrassed to see a state representative
behaving in this manner. I respect her opinions and agree that a hearing to discuss this matter is
appropriate and needed, but I do not find her behavior to be appropriate as a leader in our state.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lyn McArthur, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist
208-232-6260 x1013
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: This transmittal is privileged and confidential communication and is
covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521. This
message, along with any and all attachments, is a private communication intended solely for
the personal and confidential use of the entity or individual(s) named as recipients. If you are
NOT named as an intended recipient, you must delete this message and notify the sender
immediately by telephone. In such case, you are hereby notified that any and all disclosures,
copying, distribution, or use is strictly prohibited.
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From: Mary Grammer
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Idaho Birth Certificate Changes [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 1:56:36 PM

To Whom it May Concern:

Birth certificates from Idaho should NOT be amendable from the fact or truth of sex at birth.
TRUTH is TRUTH.

A gravely concerned citizen,
Mary Grammer
mtgrammer@gmail.com
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From: chivyman@aol.com
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: change of birth certificate [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 6:18:29 PM

Dear Health and Welfare,

I do not agree with the changing of birth certificates and I want this rule repealed immediately.

Thank you,

Melanie Vander Feer
Precinct Committeeman
Kootenai County
District 2.
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From: Michael Tidd
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Transgender birth certificate change. [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 10:28:47 PM

I am opposed to allowing an individual to change their gender on their birth certificate.  Their birth certificate should
indicate their biological gender.  Unless they have had a gender reassignment their genital organs define their
gender. 

Individuals younger than 18 should be required to have approval of both parents and/or legal guardian as well as
doctor and psychologist to sign off on the change.

Individuals 18 or older should have a doctor and psychologist sign off on performing the record change.

If an individual has not received the sign off by a psychologist and doctor, and parents if the individual is younger
than 18, they should not be allowed to change their gender on their birth certificate.

There are valid medical reasons for clearly stating your biological gender.  Males and females are predisposed to
different medical disease and biological processes and thus it is imperative that medical professionals know your
true biological gender, not an individuals fictional gender.

Even after a gender reassignment, your gender biology still affects your predisposition to certain medical diseases,
complications and issues.

Altering this important biological gender information puts the patient at risk or misdiagnosis and the medical
professionals at risk for malpractice suits.

Michael Tidd, LVN/LPN
930 Koster Ave
Idaho Falls, ID 83404
(530) 845-1923
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From: Miranda Taylor
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: IDHW Docket No: 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 3:35:10 PM

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in objection to the proposal to make changing the gender marker on a birth
certificate more difficult. The process is already difficult enough so making it harder will only
cause more mental health issues.

In parenting my youngest child, my heart was ripped open as he secluded himself more and
more from people each day. As breasts grew in, he would pray and hope for breast cancer
because having a masectomy or being dead was better than having breasts.  He would be
absolutely humiliated when he'd have to put on a dress for church or orchestra concerts. After
I realized that he doesn't identify as female, I understood the cruelty in making him wear
clothing he is not comfortable in. 
He is still struggling to go outside as he hates his body.  This child was so excited to get his
driver's license after drivers education, but after seeing the female name on his learner's
permit, he lost all ambition for that. A teenager has to be in serious distress to not seek out the
freedom of driving and resorting to spending time in his room because of his appearance. Now
that he has progressed in the name change department, he is beginning to once again gain hope
of getting that drivers license.  I'm not totally certain as to why the fear, hate, and anger is
brewing up towards people like my son.  He has lived an exemplarly life. He has earned up to
his silver award for Girl Scouts (which his dysphoria caused him to give up before he could
get his gold award). He also earned a bronze presidential award for service three years in a
row.  On many occasions, I have had adults call me regarding his inclusiveness. In one case,
the child was special needs and his class was on a field trip. He spent his time with this peer
because he didn't want her to be alone. He's always thinking of others. He's not some sex
crazed psycho whom I was once brainwashed into believing would rape my children if they
went into a public bathroom without me. As a matter of fact, every single transgender, non-
binary or gender neutral person who I have met has been kinder and gentler than those of us
who protest their existence. It's really none of our business what their genitals are. It is our
business to love one another and treat them with kindness. If loving them means accepting the
identity they relate to, then why is it so hard to choose love. Instead of being angry, more
people should get to know a transgender person personally.  They can learn for themselves
who transgender people are and not resort to the fears someone else has instilled in them. The
process to change their gender identity should not cause a person to contemplate suicide in
lieu of a never-ending, time and money consuming process. 
I hope you will read and process my letter in the tone I have written it in (love and compassion
for this marginalized group of people) and with an open mind. Having been conservative my
entire life, I can't understand the process behind the discrimination against a population. To
me, it's like approving abortion or domestic abuse. I thought we were much better than that. 

In conclusion, I feel that tightening the process for changing the gender on a birth certificate is
unnecessary as it causes mental health issues and causes the process (which is difficult
enough) to become nearly impossible to one who has little hope to begin with. Please accept
my thoughts and comments. 
Sincerely
Miranda Taylor

mailto:mirandabtaylor@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov
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From: Peter Renn
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Cc: Kara Ingelhart; Monica Cockerille
Subject: Comment on Docket No. 16-0208-1901 [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 8:27:32 AM
Attachments: 2019-09-25 Comment on Proposed Rule.pdf

Please see the attached comment.
 
Regards,
Peter Renn
 
Peter Renn
Counsel
Lambda Legal
Western Regional Office
4221 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 280
Los Angeles, CA  90010-3512
Tel 213-382-7600 ext. 228
Fax 213-351-6050
Pronouns: he/him/his
prenn@lambdalegal.org
www.lambdalegal.org
 
Admitted to practice in California

Become a member or make a donation 

Lambda Legal: Making the case for equality
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email transmission from Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc. and any documents,
files or previous email messages attached to it may contain confidential information that is legally privileged.  If you are not
the intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this transmission is STRICTLY
PROHIBITED.  If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by reply email or by telephone at 
(213) 382-7600, ext. 228, and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving it in any
manner.  Thank you.
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September 25, 2019 
 
Via Email 
 
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
Rules Unit 
450 West State St. 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID 83720-0036 
 


Re: Public Comment on Proposed Rules Governing Completion and Correction of 
Certificates; Vital Statistics Docket No. 16-0208-1901   


 
Dear Chairman Kerby and Board Members, 
 
 As the legal team that represented the Plaintiffs in F.V. v. Barron, No. 17-160 (D. Idaho), 
we write to submit public comment on the proposed rules governing the Completion and 
Correction of Certificates.  This comment reiterates the comment that we previously submitted 
on May 7, 2019 when the Board considered changes to the rules. 
 
 While we support the current rule as to adults—which complies with the Court’s March 
5, 2018 order—we again urge the Board to reject proposed rule to the extent that it would require 
transgender applicants, who are under the age of eighteen and seeking to correct the gender 
marker on their birth certificates to match their gender identity, to submit proof from a medical 
or mental health professional, in addition to complying with other existing requirements. 
 


As before, there is still no basis for the medical provider requirement.  The previous 
version of the rule—which took effect on April 6, 2018 and which the Idaho Department of 
Health and Welfare (IDHW) had previously implemented for more than a year—already required 
minor applicants to provide a notarized affidavit that the gender indicated on their birth 
certificate did not match their gender identity, as well as to provide written parental consent. 


 
The medical provider requirement is not consistent with the Court’s March 5, 2018 order.  


The Court recognized the “potential implications of restrictions and restraints IDHW may place 
on the ability of transgender people to apply for and receive approval of applications to change 
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the sex listed on their birth certificates.”  Order at 17.  It then cautioned against any rule that 
would “subject one class of people to any more onerous burdens than the burdens placed on 
others without constitutionally-appropriate justification—for instance, to apply for a change in 
paternity information the applicant is not required to submit medical evidence, such as DNA 
confirmation, to prove paternity or non-paternity.”  Id. at 18.  Despite the Court specifically 
citing the example of “medical evidence” as an unjustified burden, the medical provider 
requirement expressly requires such “medical evidence.”  The Court also made clear that any 
“restrictions and restraints” imposed by IDHW would need to survive heightened scrutiny, which 
the medical provider requirement fails. 
 


The medical provider requirement creates an unnecessary and harmful practical barrier 
for transgender minors to correct their birth certificates to match their gender identity.  As the 
Court’s order noted, mismatches between one’s identity documents and perceived gender can 
endanger the health and safety of transgender people.  Order at 9.  It is well documented that 
transgender people experience significant barriers to accessible, supportive, and comprehensive 
medical care.1  Many transgender people report discrimination when visiting a health care 
provider or report avoiding seeking health care for fear that they will experience such 
discrimination.2  Many civil rights experts report an increase in fears of discrimination against 
transgender people as more medical providers refuse to provide care on religious grounds.3  
These issues and concerns increase in rural areas, as there are fewer health care providers who 
are knowledgeable, open, and affirming in providing care for transgender people as compared to 
urban areas.4   


 
To comply with the Court’s order and the Constitution, and in the interests of the well-


being of all transgender people born in Idaho, we therefore urge the Board to refrain from 
requiring medical attestation for transgender minors.  Indeed, another federal district court in 
Ohio recently confirmed that transgender people have a constitutional right to birth certificates 
matching their gender identity—and that the government cannot impose an unconstitutional 
condition on that right.  See Ray v. Himes, No. 18-272, Dkt. 47 (S.D. Ohio Sept. 12, 2019). 


 
                                                            


1 Joshua D. Safer, Barriers to Health Care for Transgender Individuals, 23 CURR OPIN 


ENDOCRINOL DIABETESE OBES. 168 (2016). 
2 National Public Radio, et al., Discrimination in America: Experiences and Views of LGBTQ 
Americans (2017), https://www.npr.org/documents/2017/nov/npr-discrimination-lgbtq-final.pdf.   
3 Brendan Pierson, Trump move on healthcare religious freedom prompts discrimination fears, 
REUTERS, Jan. 18, 2018, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-religion-legal/trump-
move-on-healthcare-religious-freedom-prompts-discrimination-fears-idUSKBN1F800L. 
4 Zacahry Toliver, LGBTQ Healthcare: Building Inclusive Rural Practices, THE RURAL 


MONITOR (May 4, 2016), http://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/rural-monitor/lgbtq-healthcare/. 
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 We appreciate the opportunity to provide comment on these important potential changes 
to IDHW rules and to help ensure the health and safety of all Idahoans, including those who are 
transgender. 
 
       Sincerely, 


 
Peter C. Renn 
Counsel 
 
Kara Ingelhart 
Staff Attorney 
 
Monica Cockerille 
Cockerille Law Office 







From: Preston Thomson
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Right of an Individual to Change Their Birth Certificate [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 11:48:47 AM

Some of the things I most value about Idaho is our professed small government and our sense
of community. That is why I am so disheartened to see our state legislature actively harming
so many of our transgender brothers and sisters. I think our lawmakers need to spend more
time getting to know the people they are affecting before they take steps to actively harm and
dishearten a small but meaningful chunk of their constituency. I am sad to see the work that is
being done and the rhetoric flying at those who are so often under attack. Please drop this silly
challenge and let our Idahoan brothers and sisters find some peace in their own skin.
Sincerely,
Preston Thomson
7895 s Brundage Ave
Boise, Idaho 83716

mailto:preston.thomson@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov


From: Sally
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: birth certificate changes [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 10:29:46 AM

Dear Tamara Prisock,
I have read with interest the controversy around the ruling allowing the change of the sex on a birth
certificate.  That change does not change the facts surrounding the facts at the time of birth.  It becomes
a government document that now has no value.  Why even bother?  A persons sex was determined long
before birth and cannot be changed at some future date.  Man and woman, that is what we are.  There
are not over 100 classifications.. there are two.  Transgender feelings are a mental disorder.  They should
be treated and helped not facilitated and accommodated by bureaucrats.  The problem is also being
increased by those same bureaucrats that demand that these lies be taught to young school children. 
This causes them great confusion.  No matter how many laws are passed/changed to facilitate these, the
truth can not be changed.  All of this does not make wrong right it only brings more sadness and
confusion and takes away many rights from people:  The right to privacy in bathroom and dressing
rooms,  the right to religious freedom,  it facilitates sexual offenders and empowers them.  The changing
of a birth certificate may seem like a small thing, but it is adding to the problem.
Thank you for listening.  May you have a wonderful day.
Sincerely,
Sally Price

Sin, even if legalized by man, is still sin in the eyes of God.

mailto:ionasal@yahoo.com
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From: Stephen Seigler Family
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: Live Birth Rule [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 7:04:48 PM
Attachments: unnamed.png

To Whom It May Concern:

I have some comments in reference to the codes listed below.

As a man, husband, father, and an EMS provider, I am strongly opposed to the proposed rules
regarding allowing the indicator of gender to be changed on the certificates of live birth,
because:

1) Gender is determined by God. Lifestyle is a choice. Every part of a person's genetic makeup
has been scientifically proven to be either male or female, including brain function (i.e.
thought processing, relations to others, etc.).
2) I am not comfortable going to a doctor without knowing if this doctor is really a woman or
a man. How would it be possible beforehand to know if any doctor is a "woman" or a "man"
without discrimination?
3) As a parent, I have great concerns with my little girl participating in any activity, or even
going to school, while being under the supervision of a legal "woman". Red flags should be
violently waving and sirens should be blaring the obvious warnings about people who are
wanting everyone to know they have decided to walk around as someone they are not.
4) I do not believe it is wise to allow someone who believes today that they should be a
different gender, to have the authority to "change" their gender. They are deciding to place
themselves higher than God Himself, and the natural process of mankind. Will this person
decide at a later date that other rules or laws do not apply to him or her?
5) How does one determine what their child's gender should be? Is it determined by how the
parent feels today, if they would rather have a son this time, what they are under the influence
of (be it friends, medication, or...)? If a parent chooses the gender to be different from
actuality, what happens to the child- sex change operations?
6) The healthcare system is already strained by lifestyle choices. What will result with these
kinds of changes? Some health issues are gender specific. Is there to be a field on the patient
health record form for "was male, now female"? What confusion will result with medical
professionals when treating these patients?
7) I also have great concerns about similar things being pursued in the future. Might a
"professional" from wherever determine what gender my grandchild should be?

Are we all prepared to deal with the repercussions of this decision?

Sincerely,
Stephen Seigler, NRAEMT
Kamiah, Idaho

mailto:seiglers@gmail.com
mailto:DHWRules@dhw.idaho.gov



From: Tamara Price
To: DHWRules Mailbox
Subject: RE: Birth Certificate Rule Hearings [External Email]
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2019 6:46:31 PM

I oppose birth certificates to be altered.  The birth certificate is a vital record,
documenting the birth of a child.  This information is used for so many things.  It
needs to remain factual and true.

Respectfully, 
Tamara Price

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:tprice@eidservpro.com
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