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Foster Families in WISPr 
 
Definitions 
 
A foster child is a child who lives with a foster family but is the legal responsibility of the Idaho 
Department of Health and Welfare or a tribal authority. For WIC purposes, a foster child is 
considered a household of one (IWPPM 4-A-5). 
 A foster parent should always bring the placement letter from Idaho Health and Welfare 

or a tribal authority to every certification appointment for the child as proof that they are 
foster children (IWPPM Chapter 4) and as proof of the child’s income. The letter serves 
as proof that the child is AE so a verbal may be taken for income if it is not listed on the 
letter. You will still have to call the help desk to override AE when it does not pull into 
WISPr automatically.  

 
Things to Remember 

 
 Each foster child is considered their own family. In WISPr this means that there is only 

one child on each foster family account. 
 Each foster child must be on their own family account with the foster parent as the RA. 

o If a foster child transfers to a new foster family you should create a new family 
account with the new RA and transfer the foster child to that family. Assign and 
issue a new card. The eWIC card does not transfer with the foster child. 

 Each foster child will have their own eWIC card. 
 Foster child indicators must be selected on both the family and participant pages. 

 The RA may have multiple families if they have multiple foster children/infants or if the 

RA has at least one biological child/infant on WIC and at least one foster child/infant on 

WIC. 

o If a foster child is adopted, they should be moved onto an account with all of the 

family’s biological or adopted children (if applicable). At this point all the 

biological / adopted children’s benefits can be issued on one card. 

 
Adding a New Family Account for a Foster Child   
 

1. Create a family account the way you normally would for any family, using the foster 
parent’s information for the RA. 
 

2. Select the box for “This a Foster family.”  
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3. Do not click the “Also add this person as a participant” box. 

 
 
 

 
 
Adding a New Foster Child 
 
 

1. Select “Yes” under “Foster Child” heading 

2. Enter the income from the Health and Welfare or tribal authority letter or a verbal from 

the foster parent 

Do not select 
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Separating Foster Children from Shared Family Account   
 
 

1. Create a new family account with the foster parent as the RA. 

2. Select one of the children. 
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3. In the child’s account click “Transfer Participant” 

 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Type the new family number in the “New Family” field and click “Next.” 
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5. Check the information on the pop-up screen. It should display the new family account’s 
RA and address. 
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6. Notice both children are now on their own family accounts with matching RA 
information because they live with the same foster family. 
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represent the official views of the USDA. 
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