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Depends on timing 

Influenza dosage error

Frequently Asked Question



CDC Guidance on Influenza Vaccine Dosage Errors 

• A person age 36 months or older is given a 0.25 
mL dose of influenza vaccine

– if the error is discovered on the same day the 
error occurred give the other “half” of the dose

– if the error is discovered the next day or later 
give a full 0.5 mL repeat dose

• If a child younger than 36 months is given a 0.5 mL 
dose the dose can be counted as valid

www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/vaxadmin.htm



Yes

Expired vaccine

Frequently Asked Question



Vaccine Administration Errors
Expired Vaccine

• Expired vaccine should never be 
administered

• Any dose of expired vaccine given to a 
patient – even 1 day expired- should be 
repeated

– inactivated vaccine – repeat immediately
– live vaccine – repeat in 4 weeks

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html



Yes



ACIP Recommendations for Meningococcal B 
Vaccine of High Risk Persons

• All people 10 years of age or older* who are 
at increased risk for meningococcal 
disease should routinely receive MenB 
vaccine

– persistent complement component deficiency
– anatomic or functional asplenia  
– risk in a serogroup B meningococcal disease 

outbreak
– certain microbiologists

*off-label for persons 26 years and older.  MMWR 2015;64:608-12



Absolutely not

Ad hoc combination vaccine

Frequently Asked Question



General Best Practices Guidelines 2017
Page 20



Series is complete 

HPV 2-dose 



Yes 

HPV 2 dose



2-Dose HPV Guidance

• If the first dose of HPV vaccine is 
administered before 15 year of age

– 2 doses of any combination of HPV vaccines 
separated by at least 5 months can be counted

• If the 2 doses are separated by less than 5 
months-even if given before 15 years of age-
then a 3-dose schedule should be used

MMWR 2016;65(No.49):1405-8.



No

Tdap revaccination

Frequently Asked Question



Tdap Revaccination

• ACIP recommends Tdap revaccination only 
for pregnant women

• A routine booster dose of tetanus and 
diphtheria toxoid is recommended every 10 
years throughout life

• It is acceptable to use Tdap for the 
decennial booster dose if Td is not 
available*

MMWR 2013:62(No.7):131-135
*www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html



Transmission of zoster vaccine virus

Not true

Frequently Asked Question



Transmission of Varicella Vaccine Virus

• Varicella vaccine virus is rarely, if ever, transmitted 
from the vaccinee to a contact

– possible exception is if the vaccinee develops a 
post-vaccination rash

• Infants and young children should be immune 
from maternal antibody or varicella vaccination

• Persons who receive zoster vaccine can have 
contact with children, pregnant women and 
immunosuppressed persons

MMWR 2008;57(RR-5):1-29
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