
Drug-Induced Deaths: Idaho Residents, 2016 Summary 

Drug-induced deaths were deaths where the underlying cause of death was drug use, 

including deaths from acute poisoning by drugs (drug overdoses) and deaths from illnesses, 

disorders, or diseases resulting from long-term drug use.  In 2016, drug-induced deaths accounted 

for approximately 2% of total deaths (261/13,370) for Idaho residents.  The age-adjusted rate of drug-

induced deaths increased 6%, from 15.2 per 100,000 population in 2015 to 16.2 in 2016.  The rate of 

drug-induced deaths has changed significantly over time, increasing nearly 30% over the last five 

years, from 2012-2016. Further, in 2016, drug overdoses (also called drug poisonings) accounted for 

more than 93% of drug-induced deaths. 

The age-adjusted rate of drug-induced deaths increased 19% for males from 15.7 per 100,000 

males in 2015 to 18.7 in 2016. In contrast, the rate for females decreased 6% from 14.5 per 100,000 

females in 2015 to 13.6 in 2016. Like 2015, the highest drug-induced mortality rate for 2016 was for 

ages 35-44, though, the rate decreased nearly 12%, from 34.1 per 100,000 population in 2015 to 30.1 in 

2016.  The rate of drug-induced deaths increased 52% for ages 25-34 (from 16.1 per 100,000 

population in 2015 to 24.4 in 2016) and 45% for ages 55-64 (from 17.2 per 100,000 population in 2015 

to 25.0 in 2016). Public Health District 7 experienced a decrease in drug-induced deaths, while 

Districts 4 and 6 experienced considerable increases. The rate of drug-induced deaths decreased 22% 

in District 7, from 23.5 per 100,000 population in 2015 to 18.4 in 2016. On the other hand, the rate 

increased 58% in District 6 (from 15.8 per 100,000 population in 2015 to 25.0 in 2016) and 48% in 

District 4 (from 10.8 per 100,000 population in 2015 to 16.0 in 2016). For more information on drug-

induced deaths from 2011-2015, see Drug-Induced Deaths, 2011-2015. 

Data on involvement of specific drug types were underreported since death certificate 

certifiers are not required to report specific drugs involved in the death. In 2016, 74% of drug-

induced deaths reported involvement of one or more drugs. The mortality rate for drug-induced 

deaths that reported opioid involvement increased 24%, from 6.2 per 100,000 population in 2015 to 

7.7 in 2016. Further, there were 45 deaths reporting methamphetamine involvement and 15 

reporting fentanyl involvement in 2016, compared to 40 and 9 deaths, respectively, in 2015. 

FIGURE 1. Age-adjusted mortality rate trend for drug-induced deaths: Idaho residents and the United 
States1, 2000-2016. 

*2016 data for the United States has not been released.
1Source: CDC Wonder 
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http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Portals/0/Health/Statistics/Misc%20Reports/Drug-Induced%20Death%20Summary/DrugDeaths2011-2015.pdf
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TABLE 1. Number of drug-induced deaths and age-adjusted mortality rate for 
drug-induced deaths by manner of death (as specified by ICD-10 code): Idaho 
residents, 2016. 

Manner of Death n 
Age-Adjusted Rate 

(95% CI) 

Drug Overdose 244 15.4 (13.4-17.3) 
 Accident 181 11.4 (9.7-13.1) 
 Suicide 38 2.4 (1.7-3.3) 
 Undetermined Intent 25 1.6 (1.1-2.4) 
 Assault 0 - 

Other Drug-Related 17 * 
Total Drug-Induced 261 16.2 (14.2-18.2) 

Rates are per 100,000 population. 
*Rates were unreliable when the rate was calculated with a numerator (number of deaths) of less 
than 20. 

FIGURE 2. Mortality rate for drug-induced deaths by sex, Public Health District of residence, and age 
group: Idaho residents, 2016. 

1Age-adjusted mortality rates are given by sex and District. Age-specific mortality rates are given for each age group. 
*15 residents of Public Health District 2 died from drug-induced causes. Due to the small number of deaths, the mortality rate 
was unreliable and is not shown. 

FIGURE 3. Age-adjusted mortality rate for drug-induced deaths by reported type of drug involvement: 
Idaho residents, 2016. 
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TABLE 2. Number of drug-induced deaths by drug category reported on the death certificate and 
percent change from 2015 to 2016: Idaho residents, 2015 and 2016.   

Drug Category 2015 2016 % Change 
Opioids 

 Natural and semisynthetic opioids 54 59 9% 
 Synthetic opioids (other than methadone) 16 27 69% 
 Heroin 17 26 53% 
 Methadone 12 16 33% 
 Other/unspecified narcotics <5 8 - 

Non-Opioids 
 Psychostimulants with abuse potential 43 51 19% 
 Benzodiazepines 25 33 32% 
 Other non-opioids 31 23 -26% 
 Antidepressants 23 23 0% 
 Anesthetics, antiepileptics, sedative-hypnotics 15 18 20% 
 Psychotropic, not elsewhere classified (NEC) 8 11 38% 
 Cannabis (derivatives) <5 7 - 
 Antibiotics, antiparasitics, antagonists, non-opioid analgesics 9 5 -44% 
 Cocaine <5 <5 - 

Total Number of Drug Categories 260 309 19% 
No deaths reported involvement of opium, LSD, or other psychodysleptics (hallucinogens).  Decedents may be included in 
the table more than once if more than one drug category was reported on the death certificate. Multiple mentions of a 
single drug category were counted only once for that category. 

Contact For more information on this report, contact the Bureau of Vital Records and 

Health Statistics at (208) 334-6571.  

Prepared by This report was prepared by Briana Coles, MPH, Senior Research Analyst, of 

the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare. 

Suggested citation Drug-Induced Deaths: Idaho Residents, 2016 Summary, Idaho Department of 

Health and Welfare, Division of Public Health, Bureau of Vital Records and 

Health Statistics, August 2017. 
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Supplemental Table 2. Number of drug-induced deaths and age-adjusted mortality rate for drug-
induced deaths by county of residence: Idaho residents, 2014-2016. 

County n 
Age-Adjusted Rate 

(95% CI) County n 
Age-Adjusted Rate 

(95% CI) 

Ada 186 14.2 (12.1-16.2) Gem 10 * 
Adams 1 * Gooding 5 * 
Bannock 64 27.3 (21.0-34.9) Idaho 6 * 
Bear Lake 4 * Jefferson 4 * 
Benewah 8 * Jerome 6 * 
Bingham 19 * Kootenai 57 13.8 (10.4-17.8) 
Blaine 3 * Latah 11 * 
Boise 4 * Lemhi 5 * 
Bonner 12 * Lewis 1 * 
Bonneville 88 29.6 (23.8-36.5) Lincoln 2 * 
Boundary 3 * Madison 5 * 
Butte 2 * Minidoka 9 * 
Camas 0 - Nez Perce 16 * 
Canyon 75 13.1 (10.3-16.4) Oneida 0 - 
Caribou 0 - Owyhee 6 * 
Cassia 6 * Payette 17 * 
Clark 1 * Power 6 * 
Clearwater 2 * Shoshone 8 * 
Custer 1 * Teton 3 * 
Elmore 6 * Twin Falls 40 17.9 (12.8-24.4) 
Franklin 8 * Valley 9 * 
Fremont 4 * Washington 0 - 

Total 723 15.3 (14.2-16.5) 
Data in this table are provided as a 3-year aggregate. Rates are per 100,000 population.  
*Rates were unreliable when the rate was calculated with a numerator (number of deaths) of less than 20.

Supplemental Table 1. Number of deaths and age-adjusted mortality rate in total and by type of 
drug involved for drug-induced deaths and accidental drug-induced (accidental overdose) deaths: 
Idaho residents, 2014-2016. 

Manner of Death/Reported Type of Drug 
n Age-Adjusted Rate 

(95% CI) 

Drug-Induced 723 15.3 (14.2-16.5) 
 Opioids 298 6.4 (5.7-7.2) 

     Natural and semisynthetic opioids 158 3.4 (2.8-3.9) 
     Synthetic opioids (other than methadone) 56 1.2 (0.9-1.6) 
     Heroin 55 1.2 (0.9-1.6) 

 Methadone 46 1.0 (0.7-1.3) 
     Other/unspecified narcotics 20 0.4 (0.3-0.7) 

Drug-Induced Accident 476 10.2 (9.2-11.1) 
 Opioids 240 5.2 (4.5-5.8) 

 Natural and semisynthetic opioids 119 2.5 (2.1-3.0) 
 Heroin 52 1.1 (0.8-1.5) 
 Synthetic opioids (other than methadone) 48 1.1 (0.8-1.4) 
 Methadone 41 0.9 (0.6-1.2) 
 Other/unspecified narcotics 15  * 

Data in this table are provided as a 3-year aggregate. Rates are per 100,000 population.  
*Rates were unreliable when the rate was calculated with a numerator (number of deaths) of less than 20.
Decedents may be included in the table more than once if more than one drug category was reported on the death 
certificate. Multiple mentions of a single drug category were counted only once for that category.  
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